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MORF THAN THANKSGIVING

Seldom  if ever  has o u r  n a t io n ’s colleges 
had  m ore  a b u n d an t  reason th a n  it has 
th is  m onth  for  pub lic  acknow ledgem ent 
.ind th a n k s  to God for g rea t  blessings. 
Mercifully , a f te r  a yea r  in which in ter-  
natk>nal d iplomacy has often  been tense  
and dif /icult ,  we a re  still at peace. T hrough-  
u u t  th e  land th e r e  is abundance .  T h e re  
are  ominous clouds, bu t  for an o th e r  year  
we have been m arvelously  kept,  an d  ou r  
need s  have b een  bountifu l ly  met.

Yet in p rosper i ty  a college like ours  is 
In a very real sense m ore perilously  s i tu a t 
ed th an  in adversity . Colleges as well as 
individuals can be " lu k e  w arm "  before 
( ;od. And they, like indiv iduals ,  can say: 
"1 am  rich and increased  w ith  good and  
have  need  of no th ing ,"  not know ing th a t  
th ey  " a r e  w re tched  and  m iserable , and 
poor, and  blind, an d  naked.

Only God knows how ab jec tly  poor we 
a re  as a college family today in r ig h te o u s 
ness and  faith  and  love (or o u r  b ro th e r  s tu 
den ts  and  sp ir i tua l  vision. Thanksg iv ing  
thi.« y ea r  should  be not only an occasion 
fo r  giving thanks  to God. bu t  a t im e of 
e a rn es t  in tercess ion  fo r  ou r  college, which 
is so u t te r ly  needy  in the  th ings  th a t  m a t 
t e r  most. — G BT

PRESIDENTIAI, CONKERENrE

How would you like to  be  in on a p re s i 
d en t ia l  co n ference?  T h e  k ind  w here  Im
por tan t  f a r- reach ing  d iscussions are  held  
w hich  set th e  stage fo r  th e  kind of A m er 
ica we'l l have  tom orrow ?

You can  call y o u r  own pres iden t ia l  con 
ference  today, and while  the  na tion 's  chief 
execu tive  will not be able  to  be with you 
In person, y o u ’ll be tak ing  p a r t  in a se r 
ie s  of con ferences  on th e  very  topic he 
hae- chosen for wide discussion d u r in g  
1955— Education.

J u s t  look at these  facts:
Today the  la rges t  e n ro l lm en t  in ou r  

public schools ' history Is squeezing into 
rvercTowderi, u n d e rs ta f fe d  schools. W e’re 
.•;horl 124.480 qualif ied  e lem en ta ry  teach 
ers  and 370.000 classroom.s. On top  of this, 
th e  next ten  y ears  will bring  twelve m il
lion m ore  ch ild ren  to the  schools, s t r a in 
ing th e  facili t ies fu rther .

Do these  facts  s ta r t le  you? T hey  do 
P re s id en t  Ei.senhower. So m uch  so that 
he called th is  y e a r  on each  G overnor  to 
hold a s ta te -w ide con ference  on education  
on  N ovem ber  28 to D ecem ber  1. T he  W hite  
House C onference  on Education  will look 
* t ^ e  p rob lem  from  th e  national  angle.

This m eans th a t  the  s ta te s  and  th e  fed
e ra l  g overnm en t will be t ry ing  to find out 
how they can he lp  th e  schools But we 
can say the  real deci.sions m ust be m ade 
i m  the  level of to d a y ’s colleges. Facts 
show th a t  less th a n  10 p e r  cen t  of College 
s tu d e n ts  a re  p re p a r in g  them.telves for  the 
t c a rh in g  occupation. TH E  C O I.I .EG E  S T U 
DENT MUST AW AKE TO  T H E  F .\C T S  
t h a t  ARE FACING T H E  P U B L IC  
SCHOOI„S A STRONG AM ERICA IS 
(INXV AS STRONG AS ITS SCHOOLS.

This is why colleges are  jo in ing  P re s i 
d en t  E isenhow er  in calling conferences on 
education . T he  National Citizens Com m is
sion for  th e  Public  Schools, a non-profit  
o igan iza tion  which has long urged  com
m u n it ie s  as well as colleges to wake up 
«o th e i r  schools’ d ilem m a, has Joined hands 
w ith  th e  National School Boards Associa
tion in prom oting  a co n ference  on educa 
tion in every  college and  comm unity .

A co n fe ren ce  on educa tion  in every 
ro m m u n i ty  wxmld be a big step  toward 
B e t te r  Schools we m ust  prov ide  for tod ay ’s 
a n d  to m o r ro w ’s school ch ild ren  
• A nd  th e r e  is no  t im e  like the  p re sen t  
to  sit dow n an d  ta lk  schools.— G B T

the

quidnunc

By GARY THOMPSON

CAMPUS LEADERS IN NATIONAL HO?IOK GROUP

THE 23RD QUALM

Elon is  m y m as te r ;  I shall  no t  res t :
I t  m a k e th  m e to  lie down in cold dorms, 
I t  l e a d e th  m e th ro u g h  chill  ra ins.
It  consum eth  my t im e; i t  le ad e th  me

in th e  p a ths  of scho larl iness , for 

its  n a m e ’s sake.
\ e a ,  th o u g h  I w alk  th ro u g h  th e

Valley of  th e  O ffice of th e  D ean,
I will hold no hope; his 
ru le s  an d  h is  staff ,

T h ey  confound  me.
T hey p r e p a re th  an  exam  be fo re  me

In  th e  p re sen c e  of m ine  enem ies; 
T h ey  ad o rn e th  my p ap e rs  >nith red;
My g rad es  ru n n e th  lower.
S u re ly  hom ew ork  and  m isery  should  

follow me all th e  days of my life,

I shall dwell in  th e  hall  of 
Elon forever.

»  »  »  • •

NOTE. W ith ex a m s beg inn ing  M onday,
th e  above l i te ra ry  e f fo r t  seem s qu i te  ap 
p ropria te .  Inc iden ta lly ,  p lease  tak e  it  as 
a bit of hum or,  for i t  isn ' t  in ten d ed  to  be 

sacriligious.
♦ »  ♦ »  «

I t ’s a sad s ta te  fif a f fa irs  in ou r  d in ing  
hall , for we have people on o u r  cam pus 
who th in k  the  o th e r  s tu d e n ts  owe th em  
som eth ing . 1 am speak ing  p r im a ri ly  of  the  
p rac tice  of b reak in g  chow line. T hose  s tu 
d en ts  seem  to th ink  th ey  a re  so very  im
po r tan t .  T h is  sc ribe  th in k s  th a t  th e  p ro p e r  
t u th o r i t i e s  should  look in to  th is  m a t te r
an d  act accordingly. E veryone ta lks about 
the  b reak ing  and cu t t ing  in line, b u t  NO 
ONE e v e r  does any th ing  about it.

W hile  we are  on the  d in ing  hall  sub jec t ,  
I th in k  th a t  o u r  b re a k fa s t  t im e  is too  short. 
We all pay fo r  ou r  m eals  and  should  have 
l im e  to eat them . F if tee n  m inu tes  is way 
out of l ine with a p ro p e r  an d  feasib le  al
lo t ted  lime. WTiy d o n ’t  they  ju s t  chop it 
dow n to ten o r  even five m inu tes ;  O r  b e t 
t e r  yet, d o n ’t even have breakfas t .  Th is  
would  su it  some of us, for w e do not have 
enough  t im e  as it is to m ake  th e  m orn ing  
meal. In  conclusion. I ’ve received  n u m e r 
ous com plain ts  about th is  sad condition. 
O u r  s tude n ts  are  ju s t  not sa t is f ied  with 
such  a sho r t  breakfa.st period.

O l’R THANKSGIVING

W ithout th o u g h tfu ln e ss  and  rem em - 
b ia n c e  of m ercies,  th e re  will be, th e re  can 
be, no t ru e  th ankfu lness .  G od’s com pla in t  
ev e r  has been. ‘ My people doth  not con
sider."  And w ithou t tha t  sense  of obliga
t ion  which in sp ires  thanksg iv ing ,  th e re  can 
’oe no sp ir i t  of obed ience  to  God. T h e re 
fore  we find, both  in th e  Old and  In the 
New T estam en t ,  that th o u g h tfu l  r e m e m 
b rance  of m erc ies is en jo in ed  by God, and 
provision  m ade fo r  its  expression.

In o u r  personal,  ind iv idual thanksg iv ing  
we confess G od— we acknow ledge Him as 
the  su p rem e  ob jec t  of love and  service, 
the  source of all th e  blessings of life.

In o u r  family thanksg iv ing  we acknow 
ledge Him as the  H ead of th e  household, 
the g re a t  F a th e r ,  th e  A u th o r  an d  B u ilder  
of th e  family, who " h a th  set th e  solitary 
in f a m i l ie s ," and  on w hom  th e  happiness 
and  prosper i ty  of the  hom e depend .

In ou r  national  thanksg iv ing  we recog
nize and  acknow ledge God as the  su p rem e  
R u le r  of nations, and  the  A u tho r  and  
G iver  of every good g if t— th e  God of th e  
rain , the dew, th e  snow, th e  wind— the  
God of the  harvest ,  who "g iv e th  food fo 
the h u n g ry ' ,” and  "whose t e n d e r  m ercies  

I a re  over  all His w orks”
In all o u r  thanksg iv ing  o u r  God s tands  

su p rem e , above and  beyond all gifts , g rac 
es and blessings, as th e  one objec t  of a d o r 
ation, love, serv ice and praise.

— T he Evangelical 

• • •  • •

Prof. Tom Fox has accep iea  a position 
in the  nation 's  capital, and he  is to check 
out f rom  the  Elon cam pus on N ovem ber  
23rd. We a re  s incerely  sorry  to see him 
leave . . S eem s as if we could have a 
t ru ly  en thus ia s t ic  pep  rally  for ou r  final 
gam e of the  season . . . Carl ton  H ouse’s 
.Krt P it ts  schedu led  to take  f lying lessons. 
Hope th a t  he doesn  t fly so low th a t  he 
buzzes the  cam pus . . . Sadd le  up! Exams 
a re  near .  Sou th  Dorm  has ponies fo r  sale 
. . .  A b it  of  cam erader ie .  A no ther  gem  of 
w ittic ism  on y o u r  cand ida te  and mine. 
" C o m ra d e "  J e r r y  Moize. It seem s th a t  the  
■ C om m ie"  was t ry ing  to get out of a t ig h t 
ly p arked  car. and  he was having t roub le  
squeezing his nar ro w  f ram e  th ro u g h  the  
narrow  space. Moize was asked by a pa.ss- 
ing person. " W h a t ' i  holding you back ?"  
T he  Veep a r t fu l ly  rep lied . T h e  books.”
. . . Conc lud ing  m em o to my room m ate .  

P u t  two hot dogs in  th e  b ucke t .” . . . 
Smile.

T h e  fo u r teen  cam pus leaders nam ed from Elon College for fo r  " r h e  ^ e i r i l ^ l e f t  to  r ight,
■ W ho’S Who In A m erican  Colleges and Universities ' are

a re  Lois Scott, of Elon College; Ann Puckett ,  of Burlington: Ann ,  c h a r le s to n  S
ley Cox, of Elon College; M eryle M auldin, of W i n s t o n - S a l e m ;  N annette  M a tch an ^ o f  Charge t̂ ô ^̂ ^̂

C.: and  M a rg a re t  Jo h n s to n ,  of Tryson. T he boys, also left to r ight,  a re  Nick of

S. C.; P a t  C h a n d le r ,  of F aye l l tv i l le ;  H om er Hobgood, of Oxford . e r ry  ' ’ Moseley of
P.each, Del.; J e r r y  Moize, of Gibsunville; Billy Ginn, of C harles ton , S. C., an

C olum bia, S. C. __________________ __________ ____ ____________

^ ilh Varwd Student Careers ...
Fourteen Are Named In ^Who’s Who

T he  fo u r teen  Elon s tu d e n ts  nam ed | 
for p laces in collegia te  "W ho's  ̂
W ho" th is y e a r  have had in t e r - 1 
es t ing  and var ied  ca re e r s  on the j  
Elon cam pus. All have been ex- j  

t c l l e n l  s tu d e n ts  an d  have been ac
tive in m any  s tu d e n t  p rog ram s and 
organizations. Ske tches  of each are 
g iven below in tabu la ted  form, 
l is t ing  f i rs t  th e i r  p re se n t  home 
tow n, followed by l ists  of activities 
and  honors, w ith  f ra te rn i ty  o r  sor
ority  l is ted  last. F igu res ,  if given, 
ind ica te  th e  y e a r  of such activity 
o r  honor.

P A T  C H A N D LE R . Fayetleville , 
N. C.; V ice-P residen t,  Sopho
m ore  Class. 2; P re s id e n t  S tuden t  
Council, 3, 4; V arsi ty  Football, 1: 
S tu d e n t  M anager , All Sports , 2, 
3, 4; M inis teria l  Association 1, 2, 
3, 4; P re s id e n t  3; T re a s u re r  4; 
S tu d e n t  C h ris t ian  Association 
l o a n  F u n d  2; P re s id en t  N o r t h  
D orm  2; P re s id en t  In ter-D orm  
Council 2; C om m encem ent M ar 
shal 3.

S H IR L E Y  COX. Elon College. 
N. C.; S e c re la ry -T re asu re r  S tu 
d e n t  G ov ern m en t  3; S ecre ta ry  S tu 
den t  Council 4: O rien ta t ion  Com
m it tee  4; Day S tu d en t  Organiza
tion 1, 2: May Court  3; Elon Choir  
1, 2. 3. 4: Band M ajore tte  2, 3: 
I’rui Zeta  Phi Sorority.

TERRY EMERSON. Lewes 
Beach. Del.: J u n io r  Class Legis
la to r  3: Sen ior  Class L egisla tor  4:

Secre tary , S tu d en t  Legisla ture  2. 
3; P a r l iam en ta rian ,  S tuden t Leg
isla ture  4: S tuden t-Facu lty  Rela
tions C om m ittee of Legisla ture  3, 
4; Assistant Editor  Phi Psi Cii 2; 
F re n ch  Club 1, 2, 3.; Varsity De
ba te r  1, 4: Philosophy Club 2; N. 
C. S tu d en t  L eg isla tu re  1, 4; S tu 
den t  M arshall  3: Pi Gam m a Mu 
5»ocial Science F ra te rn i ty ,  Sigma 
Mu Sigma Fra tern ity .

BILLY GINN, M ount P leasant.  
S C.: O rien ta t ion  C om m ittee 4; 
In tram ura l  Basketball, Football. 
Volley Ball 1. 2, 3, 4; Elon Choir
1. 2, 3. 4; L ibrarian  for Choir 1.
2. 3. 4; P re s id en t  4: Soloist 3; 
Touring  Choir  1, 2; Elon Band 1. 
2. 3, 4; F rench  Club 1; S tuden t 
C hris tian  Association 1, 4; T reas 
u r e r  1: Co-Chairm an Religious 
Lile  Commission 4: May Court 3: 
i iomecoming Court  3, 4; Music 
D epartm ent Assistant 1, 2, 3, 4: 
Kappa Psi Nu Fra te rn ity .

HOMER HOBGOOD. Oxford. N. 
C.: S tuden t  Council 3; Varsity 
Football 1. 2, 3, 4; C apta in  4; All- 
C onference 3; All-State 3; Varsity 
Baseball 1, 2, 3, 4; All-Conference 
3; ’E” Men's  Club 2, 3, 4; Sigma 
Phi Beta Fra tern ity ,

M ARGARET JO HNSTON, Try- 
on, N. C.; W omen's  In ter-D orm  
Council 2. 3, 4; P re s id en t  4; Dorm 
Presiden t 4: Phi Psi Cli S taff  1. 
2; S tu d en t  Christian  Association 

2. 3. 4; Secre tary  2: Vice-Pres

iden t  3; M inisteria l Association 1 
3, 4; Spanish  Club, 1, 2; Worn 

e p ’s A thletic Association 1; Com 
m encem ent M arshall  3.

NANNEETTE MATCHAN, C h a r 

leston. S. C.: S tuden t  L eg isla tu re  
4; In ter-D orm  Council 2; P h i  Psi 
Cli S taff 2; In tra m u ra l  Volley Ball 
Champions 3; Elon Choir  1, 2, 3 
4; Band M a jo re t te  2; Elon P layers
2, 3, 4; O rien ta t ion  C ha irm an  4; 
Alpha Psi Omega D ram atic  S o ro r 
ity; Delta  Upsilon K appa Sorority.

M ERYLE M AULDIN, W inston- 
Salem, N. C.; S tuden t  L eg isla tu re  
2; Honor Council 3; S tu d en t  C oun 
cil 4; F ea tu re  Edito r  Phi Psi Cli 
4; Elon Choir, 1, 2, 3, 4: Elon 
Band 1, 2, 3, 4; Elon P la j 'c rs  3: 
M inisteria l  Association 3. 4; S tu 
dent C hris tian  Association 1. 2,
3, 4: S tuden t  C hris tian  Associa
tion 1. 2, 3. 4; P re s id en t  4; F rench  
Club 1. 2, 3; Beta Om ieron Beta 
Sorority.

JER R Y  MOIZE. Gibsonville, N. 
C.; V ice-President S tu d en t  Gov
e rn m en t  3; P re s id en t  S tu d en t  L eg 
is la ture  3; N. C. S t u d ^ t  Legisla 
tu re  3: F rench  Club 1, 2, 3.

FURM AN M OSELEY, Colum 
bia, S. C.; P re s iden t  of S tu d en t  
G overnm ent 4; S tu d en t  Legisla
tu re  3; Varsity Football 1, 2, 3. 4; 
‘ E ” M en’s Club 3. 4; Chief Com 
m encem ent M arshall  3; K appa Psi 
Nu Fra tern ity . .

iContinued On Page Four)

For These Things

By PAT TERRILL

D uring  th is  season of the  year  
the  tho u g h ts  which arise in the 
m inds  of most people are  those 
of the  t rad it iona l  s tu ffed  tu rkey  
w ith  all th e  tr im m ings , which is 
th e  cus tom a ry  m enu of the  day, 
a long with tho u g h ts  of the m ean 
ing  of this holiday in re la t ion  to 
ou r  na tional heritage.

E nough can never  be .said about 
the  fo rm er  to th e  typical .Amer
ican boy, who.se stom ach knows 
no cer ta in  dep th . His su p rem e  
d es ire  is to flee home from school 
o r  college at the end  of th is  f irs t  
q u a r te r  in o rd e r  to  consum e th a t  
holiday  feas t  th a t  has been p re 
pared  by Mom's loving hands.

E nough  will nev e r  be said about 
the her i tage  handed  down to  us 
by ou r  fo re fa thers ,  b u t  th e r e  seem s 
to  be one phase  of  T hanksg iv ing  
th a t  has been neg lec ted  in th e  
ce leb ra t io n  of th is  au tu m n a l  holi 
day.

P e rh a p s ,  las t  s u m m e r  a t  t h e

'(each you arose one morning at 
dawn ju s t  to see the  sun rise. Is 
th e re  a m ore  captivating sight 
than  tha t  of the m ina tu re  fishing 
I'oats, sk im m ing th e ir  way over an 
,i2ure  sea. kissed by the mellow- 
gold lips of the rising sun? As 
th e  fresh, briny  a ir  ru ff led  your 
h a ir  while you stood in the  sand 
rn d  gazed at the distant, m ult i 
colored sails, a surge may have 
passed th rough  your being, and 
sudden ly  life was good.

Has th e re  ever been a moment 
in you r  life when it seemed as 
if all the world had abandoned 
you? Have you at some time felt 
tha t  even y o u r  most intimate 
f r iends had lost confidence in you? 
J u s t  as the  last ray  of hope seem 
ed to fade, a playful puppy may 
have caressed  your f ingers with 
his p ink  tongue or  nuzzled his 
shiny wet nose in your hand, and 
i l l  at once you felt wanted, need
ed.

In this season of the  year  when 
ou r  lives are  keyed to a lively, 
a lm ost reckless pace, we should 
pause  from our tasks long enough 
1o observe the beauty around-us.-  
Is it really  th e  touch of glisten

ing dew upon the scarle t  and 
orange world of the  au tu m n  th a t  
causes the sky to appear  ju s t  a 
shade deeper  than  usual, or  could 
it be th a t  we long to d iscard  our 
responsibili t ies into a w hirlw ind 
of leaves a n d  become ch ild ren  
again, f r e e  to tram p  care free  
th rough  the  crunchy, crackling 
world of nothingness: We may
outgrow our r igh ts  to flee from 
care, but the  right to d ream  for 
a moment in the fairy land of n a 
tu re  is ours forever.

T he silent beauty of falling 
snow, the hear ty  laugh te r  of chil 
d ren  at play, the gurg ling  of a 
■tiny s tream  as it wins a path  
th rough beds of stones on its long 
tr ip  to the sea, the lum p in your 
th roat  and the feeling of t r a n 
quillity which comes w hen some
one you love smiles o r  touches 
your hand—all these are  incidents  
of life which m ean so much.

Some men are  thankfu l  fo r  the 
holiday feast, o thers are  thankfu l  
for ou r  Pilgrim  fathers ,  bu t  I am 
thankful for these things. W hat 
gives one this feeling of securi ty  
and being loved? Some m en  call 
It fate; I call i t  God.

person

to

person
By C H A R L IE  O A TES

H a p p y  days are  here  again, and let ae 
say here  a n d  now th a t Thanksgiving is 
one of  the  h o l id ay s  that mean something 
spec ia l  to  s tu d e n ts  in  college. When *e 
th in k  ab o u t  T hanksg iv ing ,  we are aware 
of  se v e ra l  th in g s  to  look forward to and 
only  a  few th ings to dread ,  such as tir.aj 
exam s.

T h e  b es t  p a r t  of i t  is that as soon as
ex am s a re  over, we a re  officiSiUy into out
T h an k sg iv in g  holidays. T h a t  means we are 
ou t  of  school fo r  one weekend and two 
days bes ides. Som e lucky people are fin
ish ing  ex am s ea r ly  an d  getting off for

th r e e  days.
T h ese  few  days th a t  we get at this time 

o f  y e a r  a lw ays se em  to come when we need 
th e m  most. W ith  all  th e  activities that o^ 
c u r  in  th e  fa l l  q u a r te r ,  a long with the cur
r i c u la r  w o rk  it  tak es  to  get "readjusted,'’ 
it  is no  w o n d e r  th a t  i t  is impossible to just 
" t a k e  it  easy ."

Now, in s tea d  of  looking backward, »e 
can  th in k  of th e  w onderfu l  season we ex
p e c t  for  o u r  b as k e tb a l l  team. There are 
so m any  v e te r a n  cage  m en  on the squad, 
t h a t  w e can  see only a successful cam
paign.

Since  we a r e  looking forward to and 
w ish  to  en jo y  o u r  Thanksgiving holidays, 
i t  is  q u i te  easy  a t  th is  par t icu lar  time to 
get peev ed  an d  fussy  w hen we are being 
lo rcd  in to  so m e th in g  th a t  we don't want 
a t  th is  p a r t i c u la r  t im e .  We have often felt 
th is  way a f t e r  Thanksg iv ing , but it has 
.hit us  even  e a r l i e r  th is  year  than it usually 

does.

W h a t  we a r e  r e fe r r in g  to at this particu
la r  t im e  is th e  i l l - t im ed  Christmas promo
t io n s  t h a t  s ta r te d  even  ear l ie r  than usual 
th is  yea r ,  a n d  w e w a n t  to lodge here and 
now o u r  p r o te s t  aga ins t  the "dollar-hogs,” 
w ho  a r e  t ry in g  to  ro b  us of our Thanks
giving in  o r d e r  to  ex te n d  the  Yule season 
shopp ing  s p re e  an d  th u s  g a rn e r  a few more 
do lla rs  f o r  t h e i r  yaw n ing  pockets.

W hen  we s t a r t  see ing  these  "Shop Early" 
signs a n d  h e a r in g  those catchy slogans 
t h a t  te l l  us  how to  avoid th e  rush, whether 
we rea l ize  i t  o r  not,  we are  having ideas 
shoved a t  us, an d  we realize more than 
e v e r  th e  com m erc ia l ized  groups have come 
to d ef ine  C h r is tm a s  tn  notliing more di
v ine th a n  d o l la rs  and  cents. So many ol 
o u r  m e rc h a n ts  today  a re  rushing the sea
son, f e a r in g  th a t  de lay  may enable the 
co m peti to rs  to  g e t  ahead  of them.

As I said, i t  is w orse  than  ever this yea/. 
A lm ost tw o w eeks befo re  Thanksgiving, 
C h r is tm as  m usic  could  be heard on the 
rad io ,  an d  i t  is ac tu a l ly  reported  that cu- 
ta in  c h u rc h  ch im es in  one North Carolina 
com m unity  w e re  send in g  out the tones of 
a C h r i s tm a s  carol on the  night air more 
th an  two w eek s  b efo re  Thanksgiving for 
a c h u rc h  fe s t iv a l  an d  holiday that was 
m ore  th a n  six w eeks  in the future at the 
tim e.

W'e have  h e a rd  m uch  criticism of the 
g reed in ess  t h a t  fo rces  Christmas and 
C h r is tm as  shop p in g  in to  focus by the day 
lo l low ing T hanksg iv ing ,  but it is entirely 
too m u ch  to d iges t  w hen  even the church
es- s t a r t  p ea l in g  fo r th  Christmas carols 
fu l l  six  w eeks  in advance. It has been 
m o re  o r  less a t rad it ion  th a t  Yule season 
i.'iusic should  be  re se rv ed  until after the 
T u ik e y  Day feasts ,  bu t  traditions are tak
ing i l  on th e  nose th i s  year.

Not even  old Scrooge, symbol of greed 
in the  fam ous D ick en ’s "Chris tmas Carol, 
could have  s t r e tc h e d  his reach for shop
p ing  do lla rs  full six weeks ahead, and it 
would seem  th a t  m e rc h a n ts  would be as
h am ed  to  p u t  u p  “ M erry  Christmas" signs 
and  th e  fam il ia r  red  and  green lights be
fo re  th e  Ides  of  N ovem ber.

How m any  t im es  have  we heard clerks 
in th e  shops  and  s to res m u tte r  on Christ
m as Eve th a t  th e y  w ere  so tired they had 
long since lost th e  sp ir i t  of Christmas, anil 
th e  sam e is t r u e  of m any  of the shoppen. 
who have b a t t led  th ro u g h  the  crowds, but 
I fu lly  ex p e c t  to  h e a r  the  sam e clerks this 

y e a r  d ec la re  th a t  they  a re  so tired of 
t ide  sh o p p e rs  t h a t  th ey  a re  physically 
able  to be  th a n k fu l  on Thanksgiving DW- 
f^r, p e rh a p s  it m ay  be ju s t  one more thing 
fo r  w hich  th e y  can be thankful, tli*' 
T hanksg iv ing  has b ro u g h t  a much-needeil 

su rcea se  f rom  Y ule-season toil.
C e rta in ly ,  as ho lidays  become more and

m ore  com m erc ia l ized ,  th ey  lose more and

m o re  of  t h e i r  t ru e  m eaning . Let us thcB 
fo rge t  C h r is tm a s  for  a few  m ore days an 
fu rn  o u r  th o u g h ts  to Thanksgiving 
w ha t  it  re a l ly  mean.s. L e t  us be thankful 
fo r  w h a t  we possess an d  th e  good fortune* 
th a t  have  befa l len  us. L et us realize that 
T hanksg iv ing  is one  link o f  celebration 
co nnec t ing  o u r  f a i th  in o u r  country 
o u r  f a i th  in  o u r  re l ig ion .


