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PR (K ;R E SS BKINfiS C I lA M iE

P iogress in every phase of hum an life 
m eans change, chasg ing  methods and 
clianging tools, and  a certa in  nostalgic 
w riter  in a recent educational pam phlet, 
i i t t '  an in teresting change in the field 
of education and points to the old-fash
ioned pen-and-ink instruction  in writing 
Mt a vanished p a r t  of A m erican  school 
training. He w rites as follows:

There once was a time in A m erican 
schools when children  were taught to write 
with pen and ink, but [hose days a re  gone 
forever. Even the holes in the desk w here 
the old ink bottles were stored have d isap
peared . fo r  the new school desk.s with the 
carve-proof lops no longer provide for an 
ink botlle Along with this change in school 
fu rn itu re  has. come a  change in the term i
nology for the mighty writing instrum ent.

Today’s children a re  still taught p e n m a n 
ship, but they a re  no longer tau g h t to "write 
In pen and in k ."  This is the day  of the ball
point pen or the solid-ink pencil. Since the 
old penholder and  ink botUe a re  no longer 
a  part of a child 's experience  th ere  a re  only 
two writing Instrum ents using ink tha t he

fam ilia r  with. These a re  the pen and 
the ink pen.

hen 1 first heard  the expression " ink  
pen. ' 1 heard  it from a person  whom 1 
would claviify as a sp e ak er  of .southern 
sub-s tandard  A m erican English and  1 have 
alw ays labeled it as nonstandard  since, 1 
did not h e a r  it a f te r  then, yet today 1 hear  
it everyw here 1 have h eard  it in North 
Dakota. Michigan, and all through the 
South Are children ju s t aping the ir p a r 
en ts substandard  diction or if there now 
a niL’d for thi-. word which i.s wide enough 
for It to be in genera l -.lamlard use; Both 
g ra m m a r  sfhool s tuden ts  anil < i.. , , ;u .  
dents use this term .

It is interesting to specu la te  hi.*- such a 
te rm  which I once shuddered  at c u u l d  c o h k  

■ such general use. This is w hat I think 
J u s t  as the fountain pen had to have a  dis- 
tinguishimi iidjective to indicate that with 
Its self-contained ink supply  it was differ
ent from the most com m only  used v ilinK 
Instrum ent, the pen. so the ad jec tive  ink " 
has been used to distinguish the foun ain 
pen from w hat is today the mosi common
ly used writing in strum en t. U is also inicr- 
esting to note that the pen with an internal 
reservo ir  for ink still is the w riting  instru 
ment th a t needs a distinguishing adjective.

•Since the  ordinary writint; Insti.i .aen t 
other than a  pencil for m ost studen ts  today 
seem s to be a ball-point pen, this is now 
called a pen and no ad jec tive  is needed to 
identify it. A fountain pen uses ink, so it 
Is distinguished from an ord inary  pen by 
the only adjective needed— ink. I have no 
doubt that the schoolteachers of A m erica 
a re  d iscouraging this usage ju s t  as I would 
h a ie .  but sm ce (here are  now only two 
types of pens in general use, I would p re 
dict th a t the now unnecessary adjective 

fountain will become as archaic  as "pen  

and Ink ’ and  that the expression "ink  pen" 

now unknown to d ictionaries m ay find Its 

way Into them  with an appropria te  label. 

Will this usage be labeled  coUoqulal, di

alect or localism, or slang, or will it be 

called standard  usage?

niti

shades

of

e/on
By

H INSON M IKELL

After Colorful Career . . .

Taxes could be a lot worse. Suppose we 

had to pay a tax on what we think we're 
worth’

"i- we ... pn onclher Christm at season, 

let us pau.' to contemplate seriously its 

meaning, '. 'hri^tmas, which brings to us rec- 

olltction.- of many happy tim et past, wouldn't 

be ' i.mplete w ithout yule trees, gaily colored 

lights, and tinsel. Presents, Santa Claus, and 

parties for the older sets also have been 

closely associated with this season. For most 

of us students, a  two-week vacation from ted

ious studies is another blessing eagerly an

ticipated. Christmas has a  multitude of m ean

ings which \ a ry  to suit all age groups.

Beneath the surface, however, there is 

something about Christmas which is hard to 

describe. This something is often referred to 

as the “ Christmas Spirit "; to me, it is an 

overwhelming realization of my place in the 

brotherhood of all mankind. Regardless of 

our various religious affiliations and beliefs, 

we a re  able at this time of the year above 

all other times to put away our prejudices 

and see for once in our enemies a good point 

here and there. It only strikes m e as a  shame 

that this '"something” peculiar to the Christ

m as sea.son cannot be realized to the extent 

that people would adopt it as part of their 

everyday lives. .My approach is an idealistic 

one, granted; in fact it only m akes m e wond

er how real Christmas actually is. Wouldn't 

it be fine if we could make this "Christmas 

attitude " a permanent one and carry  it as 

part of us into the ensuing year.

Above its "Sounding brass and tinkling 

symbols", Christmas Is a season of general 

good will and charity towards the more un

fortunate. As part of their annual activities, 

the fraternities and .sororities on campus, 

working through the Pan-Hellenic Council, 

provided a Christmas party for the children 

at the Congregational Christian Home for 

Children here in KJon College. Last night 

the.se groups conducted this activity by dec

orating a tree at the home and by providing 

pre.sents for the children. The social groups 

ought to be congratulated for this endeavor, 

which is hopefully something above admin

istrative su.spicion. Perhaps this sort of ac 

tivity will at least preserve the names of our 

fraternities and sororities, le.st they fade out 

altogether becaii.se of the restrictions under 

which they must function. 'B ut why should 

one complain about a lack of social freedom 

when there is so much studying to be done4» 

Judged especially from a scientific point of 

'  lew. one is belter off ju.st being an electron

ic brain or perhaps a chemical computer.)
• *  *  »

Last Tuesday, during chapel period, the 

students and faculty of Elon College were 

addressed by a  Mrs. Whitney in tones far 

u" of tpp ordinary. Although I am  not in 

.1 position to elaborate on religion and pol

itics, it seems fitting that a  few commenLs 

conceming her talk be made if only to .serve 

ilS a M'minder of this event.

Mrs. Whitney is compeJled to speak at least 

five minutes on the topic of communism dur

ing her every lecture (like unto the ancient 

m ariner who was forced as part of contimi- 

ing con.'^eqiiences to tell his tale. Therefore, 

she spent most of her half-hour during chapel 

propotinding the evils of a socialistic way of 

life and challenged us (students ' as a  "m ili

tant minority" to stand against these en 

croaching evik . This point could have been 

effective had she not weakened it by telling 

of her own private experiences.

Her challenge as presented .seemed to say 

that we ought to pay more attention to com

munist advances which have been predicted 

to culminate in work! suprem acy for Russia 

in 1972. However, in a particular example, 

she m ade me wonder if she really wanted 

us to think or was just preaching a dogma. 

Her experience, as she told it, was this:

In graduate  school she was forc«l to lake 

a  course with a majority of freshinen. The 

professor, instead of welcoming the newcom

ers  in the usual fashion, began his class by 

asking how m any of the students had attend

ed church .services the previous Sunday. A 

unammity of hands was shown and upon 

this the professor began questioning a s  to 

reasons why they had attended. The answers 

given which, in m y opinion, we-e trivial, 

'C ontlD ueu on P aee  Fpur’

Wooten Is Praised By Alumni Writer
By H. REID

Four y ea rs  ago, a  tall, scrag- 
giy boy stood beside an autom o
bile on the A lam ance Hall p a r k 
ing lot.

He looked anyth ing but a foot
ball p layer. His stovepipe legs, 
s p h e d  with wisps of soot colored 
ha ir ,  stuck out flimsily from Ber
m uda shorts. He weighed— and bis 
coach  back  hom e at H am let, nev
e r  scrim ped on p rogram  figures— 
all of the 130 pounds.

G eorge Wooten, uncertain, feel
ing very young and looking the 
part, w ondered if Elon College 
really  w ere as good a school as 
his pal Ed Thrower from over 
Rockingham way had been tell
ing him. As an afterthought, 
G eorge called to his m o th er  w ait
ing in the car . " I  don't th ink  I 'll 
be too long."

Wooten miscalculated slightly.
T hrow er had been correct about 

Elon. Wooten stayed for four years, 
passing up overtu res from the Uni
versity  of South Carolina and East 
Carolina College. He never rued 
it an instant. George Wooten de
veloped into a pretty  fair  student. 
He also found a p re tty  Virginia 
bride at Elon. On the football 
field, Wooten combined being in 
the p lace at the r igh t m om ent 
with ingrained n a tu ra l  talents. In 
four years, he was boldly m en 
tioned in the sam e breath  with 
such Elon untouchables as Ja c k  I 
R abbit Abbitt, Pete Williams. Joel 
Sal Gero.

T he day  third string Wooten 
firs t sc rim m aged, thougli, he was 
fa r  from that noble echelon. He 
doubted he would m ake the firsi- 
te 'im . I

Bum ped on his m eagre  behind 
tim e again, Wooten soon becam e 
convinced his opposition was te r 
ribly big and tha t he was quite, 
qu ite  small. He picked himself up. 
re.<^olving to improve. He did so 
much better, in fact, that he s ta r t - 1  

ed against Newport News Apren- 
t lc r  School in the "59 season, al-| 
though he was hardly p rep a red  I 
for what the p ress is wont to, 

label a hero s role. Wooten was, in 

a word, frightened. For lack of! 

anything m ore clever, he called 

a curious opening play, a q u a r t 

e rback  sneak. It was good for

Keid This!
Football p layers  com e and go 

at a school like Elon, but few of 
them  m a k e  as g rea t an impres- 
cioD upon student and a lum ni 
supporters  as did George Woo- 
i»*n during  his four-year c a 
re e r  that cam e to a close with 
the end of the 1962 season. Sym 
bolic of Wooten’s ‘foot prin ts on 
the ssk'^ of football t im e” is the 
accom panying article, which was 
con tr ibu ted  by H. Reid, well 

known alum ni journalist for use 
in his reg u la r  “ Reid This** col
umn. Thi- word-picture of George 
Wooten and his ca re e r  is \iv id  
enough to pull “Reid This'* to a 
new and bigger spot in this is
sue.

four y ard s  and even longer con
fidence.

Since tha t first call, with com 
m ensura te  aid from 10 otlier guys, 
Wooten has associated himself with 
som e rem arkab le  events:

In the Elon homecoming gam e 
of 1960. safety man Wooten and 
halfback J im  Short weic amazed

G FORGE W O O T E N 

Made Fine Recrd

I to see C ataw ba— the gam e p rac t 
ically  won with but 15 seconds 

]left— line up for a  field goal. C at
aw ba had missed in th ree  p rev 
ious placements. With an eye tow
ard  a fourth failure, Short coun
seled, " G et that ball and ru n .” 
Wooten followed the suggestion. 
He ran  for 108 yards with the 
e r ra n t  kick fo r  the winning touch
down. I t  was the longest-ever Elon 

punt return .
In another homecoming gam e, 

again in the lates stages— two sec
onds rem ain ed — Wooten deployed 
a 32-yard field goal to defea t Wes
tern Carolina in 1961.

A gainst N ew berry this year , he 
m ade  a quarte rback  keeper, nor
mally a short gainer, good for 89 
y a id s  and a score. The longest 
running play from scrim m age in 
E'.on records.

In the Apprentice gam e this sea 
son, he topped another Elon m ark . 
He intercepted th ree  Newport 
News passes. It was such defen
sive perform ance th a t had earned  
a Little All-America ra ting  in ’61. 
Oddly, had he been spared  from 
defense and 60-minute playing, he 
may have m ade it  on offense.

This pas t weekend, Wooten cal
led his final signal as an Elon un- 
derg ra tua te . He faked a placem ent 
kick against Frederick , running the 
ball over for two points.

In his four y ears  a t Elon, the 
young m an ’s helmet still fits. The 
Horatio A lger-Frank Merriwell ex
ploits have not left him heady.

" A good way to end it ,’’ he said 

in tha t foggy, country-boy voice. 

He slapped a team m ate  on the 

shoulder and said, " I t ’s been a 

igood four yea rs .”

Somebody in the after-the-gam e 

crowd needled, “ Suppose you’d 

gone to South Carolina?”

“ I ’ve got no re g re ts .”

There was tha t look in his eyes 

hinting of his m iscalculating again.

He stood looking at the field, 

absently, and, in a  sense, fondly. 

He was one of the last to get
I

on the team  bus. Obviously, there 

was a  regre t:

Those four yea rs  at Elon had 

slipped by all too rap id ly  for 

George Wooten.

A \̂ ievv From The Oak

By MELVIN SHREVES

Judic ia l System  Revisions
The Com m ittee on Jud ic ia l Sys

tem Revision has p resented  a  p re 
lim inary report on its proposed 
revisions to the faculty  Com m it
tee and  should soon have a  r e 
ply from  them on the report. It 
Is good to know th a t something 
is finally being done about this 
m atter , since such a committee 
has been needed for m any  years. 
The committee, chaired  by Ken 
Lumpkin, deserves a  g rea t deal 
of credit for the work it has done 
and is continuing to do.

The O ak Riwm 
Although some people d idn’t 

think the little dem instration  in 
front of the Oak Room would bring 
any results , the appearance  of the 
cafeteria  has improved. I t can be 
assum ed th a t S la ter is using psy
chology in trying to m a k e  stu 
dents think the food is be tte r  by 
m aking  the service better. But 
one m ust adm it tliat any  little 
im provem ent is a big im prove 
ment.

Christm as Dance 
The E nterta inm ent C om m ittee 

IS using a few gim m icks to at

tra c t  students to the C hristm as 

Dance this week-end in hopes 

th a t the dance wlU not be as poor

ly a ttended as it has been in the 

past. The Committee, headed by 

Ken Broda, will give aw ay gift 

certificates (six of them ) as door 

prizes. In o rder  to be eligible for 

persons jp a ttendance

^ u s t  be a t  the dance  between 
7:45 and 8:30. Another big a t 
traction will be the  announcem ent 
and crowning of the campus" ug- 
lie.'t m an . Providing m usic for 
the dance  will be a group from 
G reensboro known as the F ab u 
lous Five. This dance should be 
a hum-dingerl

Telephones In The Dorm?
It used to be that it was all you 

could do to get the teleplione com 
pany to install a pay phone in 
the dorm s, but now the Southern 
Bell Com pany has approached 
Eton College to see about install
ing p r iv a te— tha t 's  right, private  

,— phones in the dorm rooms. Sev- 
: era l weeks ago Southern ap- 
; proached Elon College to see about 
installing private— th a t’s right, 
private— phones in the dorm  rooms 
Several weeks ago Southern ap 
proached Dr. D anieley  about in
troducing such a sys tem  on our 
cam pus. From  reports  received to 
date . Southern m ust have a t  leas t 
300 phones, fifty or m ore taken 
up by office phones, a t a cost of 
$3.00 per phone per  m onth  (in the 
dorm s, $1.50 p e r  person) p lus 
charges for long d istance  calls. 
If such a system  w ere to be in- 

I stalled at Elon. and the Adm inis
tration is in favor of it a t  the 
present, our college would have 
best communication system  in this 

I section of the country.

Parking Lots
The Student G overnm ent and  

Ihe .Administration is looking into 
a feasible way to have the p a rk 
ing lots on our cam pus paved. It 
has been suggested that a  C ar 
Registration F ee  be charged  to 
ail students, faculty, and admin-

I istration for the expressed  pur- 
I pose of paving all of the parking 

lots on cam pus. At the p resen t 
tim e, the school is waiting for 
bids on such an operation to see 

ji t  it would be feasible a t  the p res
ent time. The school has wanted 
to have this job  done for some 

: time because of the unsightly ap 
pearance , the uncontrollable dust, 
that the d irt park ing  lots now pro
vide.

On Other Campuses 
For those of you who h aven’t 

read  about it in  the daily news
papers  or visited the ir cam pus in 
the pas t two weeks, you m ay  be 
in terested in this little bit of news 
from  the W om an's College in 
Greensboro. S tudents (most of 
whom are girls) at WC are  perm it
ted to drink alcoholic beverages 
within a 50 mile rad ius of the 
cam pus u n d er  a new regulations 
which went into effect two weeks 
ago. The new rule was approved 
by the Student Legislature at the 
College and by the ChanceUor.

Last week this columnist le a rn 
ed from students a t  E ast C arolina 
College that the student body 
there  does a little evaluating of 
its own at the end of each  year. 
Last y e a r  they evaluated the ir  
professors and instructors on their 
ab ility  to teach others, and this 
y t a r  they will also evaluate  the 
dorm itory  hostesses. Any sugges
tions?

Goodbye, Old Y ear 
The C hristm as season is now up

on us and  we are  all looking for
w ard  to  a  fun-fiUed vaeaUon. I t  
IS my sincere hope tha t each of 
you h as  a very Merry C hristm as 
and g rea t New Year.

a voice 

from the

corner
By

d o n  TER R EL L

This being  the f inal issue  before being 
re le a se d  fo r  the C h r is tm as  holidays, I 
would like to re c re a te  a little story printed 
during  m y Sophom ore y e a r  in this coU 
um n. I t  is entitled “ S a n ta ’s Coming So 
Get The Legs O ut Of Y our S tock ing ,"  and 
:t goes something like this.

It was the day  R eginald  had  looked for^ 
w ard  to for quite som e tim e, a s  a matter 
of fact, some ninety-odd days . Christmas 
clem ency was to begin im m edia te ly  after 
his four Wednedsay classes.

The stim ulus of the  ensuing occasion
m ade  it eas ier ge tting  up this particular 
morning, although the  n igh t before had
been spent in gay la u g h te r  an d  other friv
olous u n der tak ings  a t  the local scene of 
regu lar  collegiate festiv ities , the Dug Out 

The glass of ice w a te r  which his room
m ate  had  poured  into his p a ja m a  tops
could be overlooked in view of the sea
son's cheer, and the  fa c t  th a t  MERRY 
XM AS was beautifully  sq u ir ted  across the 
door with the very  la s t  of th e  R ap id  Shave, 
and one of th e  m onstrous tra sh  b arre ls  had 
been quietly overtu rned  in the center of 
the room, and all night long he  had  slept 
with feet poking through two perfect cir
cles in the sheet resu lting  from  a cute lit
tle  gam e  of short-sheet. The po p u la r  Elon 
tragedy , "N o-H eat” , w as being  performed 
as usual, and the guys in the  next room 
had  been loudly am using in  their telling 
of pas t personal experiences, (the good 
kind) all night long. Also someone had 
stolen the te rm  p ap e r , w hich he had stolen 
from  someone who bought i t  f rom  a  guy 
who got it from  a  fellow who knew some
one who was re la ted  to a  very  influenUai 
character . H ad  it  not been  the day when 
a ll little  a n ^ i i s h e s  a r e  overlooked for 
awhile, Reg ju s t m ig h t  h ave  been a Uttle 
per tu rb ed , but not today.

With a sm ile  tha t would h ave  m ade  Ike’s 
and Ja c k 's  sadistic, he gently rem oved him
self from  within and w ithout the sheet, 
and tenderly  tap p ed  his ro o m m a te  with the 
ole tru s ty  f ra te rn i ty  p ad d le , (eighteen 
stitches) and in form ed  the  swell chap that 
it  was tim e to shove off to knowledge-land 
in history, English, F re n c h  and religion.

A fter a quick show er, w hich  was follow
ed by an ingenious thaw ing out process 
created  by the guys in H. R e id ’s class 
( thanks a H  of a lot, H), o u r  hero was 
read y  to face those fo u r  sw eet contribu
tors to his intellectual developm ent.

Today, the history  p ro fesso r felt real 
good and especially  insp ired . He gave a 
little quicky-quiz covering  only the last 
seventy-two typew ritten  p ag es  of notes. Be
ing overwhelm ingly nice, the d e a r  old prof 
inform ed the class th a t  everyone who fin
ished early  was f ree  to leave  early. The 
rea l nice guy then  p ro ceed ed  to hand out 
the tw enty-three pages of questions. On 
the first page  w ere  one h u n d re d  well- 
squeezed-in tru e  or falsies (is that the 
■vord?) On th e  succeed ing  p ag es  were some 
crip  essays. “ T race  the t r e n d  of thought 
everyw here from 6 B.C. to 1962.” “ What 
happened in E urope b e fo re  1900"?” Natch, 
as professor expected, ou r  boy Reg knew 
all the answ ers and  proceeded  to write 
t >e information down, being interrupted 
twice by needs which w ere  only satisfied 

y trips to the U nion for note book paper 
and  things. He le f t  class early , and spent 

e rem aining  thirty-five m inu tes with his 
ve one, checking h e r  over. She sure 
0 0  e sharp  from all angles a r d  sported 

quite a  chassis, but m ost Chevys do.

e jangling  bell in te r ru p te d  his medi
tation and sum m oned him  off to English. 
The professor the re  was in  su c h  a hoUday 

dism issed  the e n t i re  class— 
^ assigned a  th re e  thousand word 

p h a s e  of American 
a  ure, due upon a r r iv a l  b ack  a t  school. 

^ Ihe Union, w hich brought

a m *  two bag s  of po ta to  chips,
of nabs , th ir teen  honey 

b p p r’ w dip of tu tti-fru itti,  but no

tu rn  ^ hungry
fes r  '"as  in

held Inri' ex ten t  that he
als nat rec ita ls  of C hris tm as car-
beine ^  g rad ed  and  in francais . Reg, 

out J  t!- through with-
sm all ^ ^ ™'s*ake, e x cep t  for one

which ^ a Span ish  accent,

Spanish course. ‘ "

and R eg^X olleri^*°”  around,
the class w down. When

‘-a p e d  from his s e a T L d " 'gonna havva . a ^ o u n c e d ,  " We’re
Reg an d  the *®st.”  o f course, when 

turned fo their^*” ^'."^"^ scholars had  re- 
seats, the questions were

<C«n(i„„ed on Page Four)


