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T h e re  a re  m any  tim es  when h um an  c h a r ­

a c te r  is revealed  by word.s which a re  spok­
en  carelossly , o r by  w ords w hich a r e  con­

s tan tly  rep ea ted  through  an  often unconscious 

hab it of expression . This wa.-; b rough t o u t by 

a  well known N orth  C aro lina w ri te r  in a  

re c en t c o m m e n ta ry  th a t  is p re sen ted  below: 

O ur uncon.%ious v erb a l hab its  te ll o th e rs  

m o re  about us  <if they  a re  tu ned  in) th an  

w e realize. T he o the r night. I w as  w atching  

a  TV m a s te r  of cerem on ies  who said  th re e  
t im e s  in ten m inutes . "T o  tell you the  

tru th . I rea lly  don 't . . .”

He g av e  m e  the  d is tinc t im pression  th a t  
te lling the  tru th  does not com e n a tu ra lly  o r  

eas ily  to h im : e lse  w hy b o the r to  p re fa c e  a  

perfec tly  o rd in a ry  re m a rk  wi*b th is  s ta te ­

m en t?

"T o  be fran k  abo u t i t"  is a  p h ra se  u.sed 

only by people who a re  not no rm a lly  fran k ; 

a  candid  a n d  open person would not even 
think he w as being frank , nor would he half- 

apologize for th is  tra it .
On a  low er social level, the  m a n  who s ay s  

■ 'I 'l l  level w ith you” im m ed ia te ly  b ra n d s  h im ­

self a s  not a  leveller, if it tak es  a  conscious, 

a rtic u la te d  s ta te m e n t to  p roc la im  it. Those 

accu s tom ed  to dealing  honestly  do n 't have  

to  s tr ik e  a  m ora l pose before  doing so.
Then th e re  a re  som e who say , "W ell, e v e ry ­

one is en titled  to hi.'; op inion" in a  tone  c le a r ­

ly signifying th a t he wi.shes it w e re n 't  so, and 

he would p re fe r  a  society  in w hich everyone  

;vere not en titled  to  it.

Those who end near ly  every  p h ra se  of sen ­
tence  with "You know? You kno w ?"  a r e  

m o re  p a the tic  than  reprehensib le . T hey fe a r  
a n  inability  to  com m un ica te  'p e rh a p s  be­

cause  th e ir  p a re n ts  n ev er re a lly  lis tened  

to  th em  when they w ere  little  >, a n d  a r e  

d esp e ra te ly  try ing  to b re a k  th rough  the  b a r ­

r ie r  of w ords th a t  s e p a ra te s  th e m  fro m  
others.

" In  m y hum ble  opinion" is one of th e  

m ost unconsciously a rro g a n t  p h ra ses  a  p e r ­

son c an  u tte r .  T he es-sence of hum ility  is 

un aw aren ess  of itself a s  such: and  to  ca ll 
one 's  opinion "hu m b le  " is a  con trad ic tion  in 

te rs  and  a  psychological tip-off th a t g re a t  

e g o tism  is lurking in the  w ings w aiting  for 

applau.se.
Of course, near ly  everyone h as  enough 

F reu d ia n  sophistication by now to  recognize 

th a t  th e  person who tells  you an unplea.sant 

t ru th  " fo r your own good" is not doing it 

for your own good a t  all, but for the  m a li ­

c ious delight he ge ts  in recounting  It. " I t 's  

none of m y  business, but . . ." is a  c o m p a ra ­

ble  p h ra se  used by th e  sam e  kind of person , 

who re a lly  th inks it is his buiness, o r  in tends 

to  n w k e  it  so.
The w ays  w e exp ress  ourse lves  re v e a l 

m o re  ab ou t ourse lves  than  the  ac tu a l sub­

s tan c e  of w h a t w e say . W ords in th em selv es  

a re  tone less  an d  va lu iess ; it is the  em ph asis , 

the  expression , th e  “ m u s ic "  behind the  w ords 

th a t  d iscloce o u r fee lings an d  provoke o th e rs  

to m is tru s t o r  s y m p a th y  o r  ang er.

WUp« ol W isdom

. . . T he person  w ith  a  ch ip  on h is  shoulder 

i lw a y t  c a r r ie s  an  u n n e ce ssa ry  burden .

Those who critic ize  the  younger g en ­

e ra tio n  s e e m  to forget who rn ised  it.

. . An execu tive  is som e gu y  who is a l ­

w ay s  annoying  the  h ired  help  by  a sk in g  them  

^  <k) som ething .
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A .Ch. : ■, lJ<i';ild A dam s, d ire c to r of resi- 

r!<‘iice h.:l! Uitl'Mi : ?rvice^ a t  M ichigan S ta te  
l-ii-.M  'IV. ’.IT  d ( s  n<”.’ supporting  ev idence 
for th e  ih iu iy  thjit ro o m m ate s  significantly  

mfli'■ 'X a  n t 's  aca d e m ic  p e rfo rm an ce

in colU-Jc.
I" ^ il(i 'i r -o y  of ,il m en  who room ed 

H il l  s fir s t- te rm  freshm en  in 

I ,, 1. 'Mti.vJ th a t  .ill of th em  consid ­

e re d  ro o m m ate s  a  v ita l influence in sett ing  

th e  ac ::'lcm ic  a tm o sp h ere  of th e  room . The 
study V. ih  :jtudents in th e  top  an d

;- .r  cen t of ;.otential -chola.'Uc 

.■■hilily a:.corflin[' to  te s ts  taken  w hen they  

e n te re d  MSU.
.\d,-ims fdimd th a t  abou t 75 p e r cen t of the  

s tuden ts  h;id m a d e  room  c han ges  since  they  

e n te red  college. He a lso  found th a t an  a v e ­

ra g e  of 75 p e r cen t of s tudy ing  by  a ll g roups 

A,IS ilone in do rm ito ry  room s. A definite  

t re n d  w as  noted in the  s tudy  to r a  m an  

leaving a three-person  room  to have  a  r a d ­

ically d ifferen t grade-poin t a v e ra g e  fro m  

th a t of his o the r tw o ro o m m ates .
Study and  social h a b its  w ere  a lm ost ex- 

c lasively  the  reason  for s tu d en ts  leaving  

the  room s. C om m on c a rd  p a r tn e rs ,  s tud en ts  

w ith  s im ila r  a th le tic , social, o r re lig ious in­

te re s ts ,  f ra te rn i ty  pledges, and  .students w ith 

poor study hab its  in com m on tended  to  w an t 

to room  together.
"Low  ability  s tuden ts  in p a r t ic u la r  seem ed  

to be trem end ou sly  influenced by  th e ir  roo m ­

m a te s ,"  A dam s said . "T hose  w ith  high 

ach iev em en t a lm ost invariab ly  picked  a  

ro o m m ate  who would be  a  positive influence 

on th e ir  aca d e m ic  p e rfo rm an ce . T hose w ith  

low a ch ievem en t gen erally  h ad  a  ro o m m ate  

like th e m selv e s .”
A ccording to te s ts  tak en  when they  e n ­

te re d  MSU, s tud en ts  in th e  top 20 p e r  cen t 
w ith  a t  lea st a  2.5 a ll-U niversity  a v e ra g e  

w ere  con sidered  " h ig h  ability , high ach iev ­

e r s .”  T hose below a  2.5 w ere  te rm e d  "h igh  

ability , low a ch iev e rs .”  S tuden ts  in the  bot­

tom  20 pe r cen t of po ten tia l ability  w ere  

considered  "low  ability , h igh ach iev e rs  if 

they  had  o ve r a  2 point av e rag e . Those w ith  

less than  a  2 point w ere  c lassified  a s  "low  

ability , low ach iev e rs .”
N early  50 pe r cen t of the  s tu d en ts  a g re ed  

th a t res idence  hall living helps s tud en ts  lea rn  

how to study. T he m a jo rity  of s tuden ts  in 

th e  s tud y  a lso  believed  th a t  re s iden ce  hall 

social and  a th le tic  a c tiv itie s  do not d e tra c t  

from  aca d e m ic  exp erien ces .

Th? sCL'iie p ic 'i i r id  h u e  
i .e n  : l ill.' ' ■ '  t 'V.' M

of S ;I‘: Ji!-!- 0 ' .: r  S
.Melc'.iou, al-u  :.f D .. li ,i n.

tVcm the  Elon P la y e r  p resen ta tio n  of M ary  C h ase 's  “ H a rv e y " ,  which 
i l l . '  ■> n  u i ' i r ' .  ' ' f j  £<.'ason. Th^so p ic tu red , left to  righ t, a re  C urtis  Medlin, 

'; i r ;  DsTolhv o f  B urling ton , a s  V eta  Louise S im m ons; and  M elba
a.s M yitl' M ae S iinm o ns. D orothy •■\pple is now the wife of Pro f. Guy

l^;iPii‘HTt. wh'i i o ' 'u '1 th ■̂‘.lon f'oll *'^e libri.ry  s taff  th i s  y ear .

Into The Modern Period . . .

Of Play ers And Playmaking At Elon

HONORS PROGRAM  GRADING

The H onors Council a t  W inthrop College 

recen tly  sen t the  following m em o on g rad ing  

p ra c tic es  to all m e m b e rs  of the  honors fa c ­

ulty. T he rep o rt by D r. J .  S. Eells , J r . ,  a lso  

■ ippea red  in th e  S uperior S tudent.
"G ra d in g  is a  m a jo r  p rob lem  in honors 

p ro g ram s  all over the  coun try . We do not 

p re ten d  to  offer a  solution — b u t w e would 

like to .share w ith  you our th inking  on th is 

sub ject. The p rob lem  is of g re a t  im p ortan ce  

becau.se if g rad in g  is u n rea lis tica lly  handled , 

the  re su lt  is e x tre m e ly  d a m a g in g  to  the  

whole p ro g ram .
"According to  ou r p re sen t ru le , a  s tu den t 

g e tting  a  C or less  fa ils  to  rece ive  c re d it  

to w ard  an  honors degree. We th ink  it  should 

be borne  in m ind  th a t  in m o st c a s e s  th e  fac t 

th a t  a  s tu den t is in an  honors s itua tion  

is sub s ta n tia l  ev idence of h e r  ability . T he 
selection  of honors s tud en ts  is a  d ifficult 

and  com plex  one, and  m is ta k es  a re  inev it­

ab ly  m ade . But an  honors  s tu d en t ought, 

wv think, p r im a  facie  to  be r e g a rd e d  a s  a  

good s tuden t.
"G ra d e s  in honors co u rses  should th e re ­

fore not be exp ec ted  to  follow a  n o rm a l 

d is tribu tion  cu rve . T he  C should  not be  

consid ered  th e  a v e ra g e  g ra d e  in honors 

c o u rses  a s  it often is in nonhonors ones. But 

ne ithe r should all s tu d en t in honors  co u rses  

necessa rily  m a k e  a n  A o r a  B.
" O u r position can , w e th ink , b e s t be  s u m ­

m a riz e d  in th e  w ords  of P ro fe sso r E . A. 
C am eron , of th e  U n ivers ity  of N orth  C aro ­

line, a  m e m b e r  of th e  E x e c u tiv e  C onw nittee 

of the  In te r-U niversity  C o m m ittee  on th e  

Su perio r Student. P ro fe sso r C am eron , in 

resp on se  to  a n  inqu iry  a d d re sse d  b y  u s  to  

m a n y  au tho rities , rep lied , 'W e g e n e ra l ly  t ry  

to  m a k e  honors g ra d e s  a s  h igh  a s  th ey  

would be  in  re g u la r  co u rses , so  a s  no t to  

penalize  th e  s tu d en t .’
“T h is  is th e  position w e endorse . If  a  

s tud en t would n o rm a lly  g e t a n  A in a  non­

honors course , w e th ink  sh e  should  do  so 

in an  honors course. We, th e re fo re , su g g es t 

th a t you t ry  to  im ag ine , a s  y o u a rr iv e  a t  

g rades, th a t your honors  co u rse  is a  non­

honors c o u rse ; o r ,  ra th e r ,  how yo u r s tu d en ts  

would h a v e  done h ad  y ou r cou rse  b een  a  

non honors one. We th ink  th a t to  do so m ay  

be helpfu l.”

The Mod'.'rn K r'i of s ’.:i'l"n! cir i- 

m a tic s  a t Elon College, e m b ra c in g  

the  ten -y ea r period  th a t  got u n d e r­

w ay w ith  th e  1949-50 te rm , h a s  

been m a rk e d  by h ighly successfu l 

;tage p roductions and  w ide a cc la im  

for E lon’s s tud en t ac to rs .
A s tu den t m usical, a n  o rig in a l 

scrip t en titled  "A re  You H av ing  

Any F u n ."  w as  th e  final one of 

five p lays given in 1949-50. O thers  

w ere  "Room S erv ice ,"  "K ind  L a d y ,” 

'Out of the  F ry in g  P a n ,”  and  “ An­

tigone ."  L ead ing  role a w a rd s  th a t  

y e a r  w ent to  R o b ert W right and  

R osam ond B rom ley , both fro m  the  

ca.st of “ A ntigone” , w hile su p p o rt­

ing a w ard s  w ere  won by  Ann T ru itt  

from  “ Out of th e  F ry in g  P a n "  and 

to E d  E ng les  from  “ A ntigone.” 

T h ree  excellen t p lays an d  a n ­

o ther s tu den t m usical w ere  on the  

agenda  for the  1950-51 season. “ The 

M an Who C am e To D in ner,’" "‘O ut­

w ard  B ound" and  "Y ou C an 't  T ak e  

It With Y ou" w ere  the  th re e  p lays, 

while " H a lle lu ja h ,"  a n  o rig inal stu  

dent m usical, com ple ted  the  y e a r 's

■ .nctivitics. F.J E ng les , anothei j C hange Of D irecto rs

M aroon and Gold ed ito r, w as  n am ed  j The 1952-53 season  closed the ten 

top a c to r in a  lead ing  ro le  fo r h is  y e a r  reg im e  of M rs. E lizabeth  R 

b r illian t p e rfo rm an c e  in “ T he M an  "  ' ' ‘ '

Who C am e To D in ner,”  w hile  V ir­

g in ia  T rig g  H aw kins w as  honored 

for h e r  w ork  in "O u tw a rd  B ound." 

S upporting role  a w ard s  w en t to  Loir 

W alker fro m  "Y ou  C an 't  T ak e  It 

W ith You” and  to  Lynn Cashion 

fro m  " O u tw a rd  B oun d ."  Cashion 

w as  to  b eco m e  M aroon an d  Gold 

ed itor the  nex t y e a r .
M rs. Sm ith  doubled a s  d irec to r 

ind a c t re ss  w hen she  took the  lead 

ng role in " M ed e a ,"  final produc- 
‘ ion of th e  1951-52 season. O ther 

l-.iys th a t  y e a r  w ere  "S ee  How 

They R u n ,"  "G iacon da  Sm ile ,"  and 

"Papa Is .^11." R ob ert W alker, s ta r  

of " P a p a  Is  All,”  and  Jo a n  Wick 
m an , top  p e rfo rm er  in “ G iaconda 

Sm ile ,"  rece iv ed  the  top  p e rfo rm ­

ance  a w ard s  th a t  y e a r  fo r leading 

roles. Supporting  a c to r an d  ac tre ss  

iw a rd s  w en t to  Lois W alker and 

.loe B rinkley, eac h  chasen  from  the  

c a s t  of “ P a p a  Is  All.”

Sm ith  a s  d ire c to r of E lon  s tage  

activ ities, and  th e  y e a r ’s  p ro g ram  
included  " J a n u a ry  T haw ,"  “ Tlie 

D ouble D oor"  and  “ H a sty  H eart 

L ead ing  role a w ard s  th a t  y e a r  weni 

to  D iane M addox from  “ The Doubk 

D oor”  and  to  D avid  Crowle from  
“ H asty  H e a r t .”  Supporting  role 

aw ard s  w ent to  Ann W ilkins from  

“ J a n u a ry  T h aw ” an d  to  J e r ry  Loy 

for his ac ting  in " H a s ty  H e a r t ."
P ro f. C harles  W. Cox assum ed  

the  re in s  a s  d irec to r of d ra m a tic s  

in th e  fall of 1953, an d  th e  1953-54 

season  b ro ugh t fo rth  th re e  long 

plays an d  tw o shorts . T he long plays 

included “ T he G lass  M enagerie ,"  
" P y g m a lio n ,”  an d  S hakespea re 's  

“ As You Like I t .”  The sh o rte r  of­

ferings w ere  “ The S isters  M acIn 

to sh "  and  “ A b ra h a m  an d  Is a a c .”  

D iane M addox for th e  second 

s tra ig h t  y e a r  rece ived  a  leading 

role a w ard  for h e r w ork In “ Pyg- 

(C o n tln u e d  o n  P n e e  F

Svde Lines
■?y sy H A L L

A J
All inform ation  an d  s ta tem e n ts  

seem  to  ind icate  th a t  tobacco  is a  

c o n tribu to r to  m a n y  fa ta l d iseases. 

S ince tobacco  ap p a ren tly  ra n k s  a s  

a  m a jo r  hea l th  h a za rd  in th e  United 

S ta tes , the effects of tobacco  on 

the  hu m an  body is now being in ­

vestigated .
On J a n u a ry  11, 1964 a  re p o rt  by 

the U nited S ta tes  Public  H ealth  

Serv ice  w as re leased  to  th e  public. 

T he re p o rt w a s  titled  “ Sm oking and 

H ealth  R epo rt of the  A dvisory C om ­

m ittee  to the  Surgeon G en era l of 
th e  Public  H ealth  S e rv ice ."

In th is  rep o rt,  w hich w as  p re p a re d  

by sc ien tis ts , m ed ical docto rs  and 
s ta t is tic ian s , a p p ea re d  the  following 

s ta te m e n t:  "C ig a re tte  sm oking  is

-) health  h a za rd  of such  s ign ifican t 
im o ortan ce  in the  United S ta te s  to 
w a r ra n t  re m e d ia l ac t io n ."

F o r  y e a rs  m any  people h av e  a r ­

gued th a t  the  m a in  cau se  of r e s ­
p ira to ry  an d  p u lm o nary  d iseases 

s tem m ed  fro m  pollution of the  a t ­

m osphere . M an y  people also  con ­

tended  th a t  re sp ira to ry  and  pulm on­

a ry  d iseases  w ere  ob ta ined  a s  a  

d ire c t re su lt  of being  exp osed  to  

* ad v e rse  w orking conditions. E v e ry ­

th ing  w as  b lam ed  excep t tobacco.
To c la rify  th is point, th e  recen t 

re p o rt  on tobacco  an d  sm oking  s ta t ­

ed, “ F o r  the  bulk of th e  population 

of the  U nited S ta tes , the  re la tiv e  

im p o r tan c e  of c ig a re t te  sm oking  is

T m a jo r  cau se  of chronic  pu lm onary  

•lisease. Sm oking is by  fa r  a m ore  

■ontrihuting fac to r in ch ron ic  and 

pu lm onary  d iseases  than  is atm os- 

iheric  nollution o r occupational e x ­

po su res ."
T he am o un t of c ig a re tte s  sm oked 

and  the  length  of tim e  a  person  

has  been sm oking a re  d e te rm in in g  

fac to rs  in a  p e rso n 's  susceptib ility  

to w ard  lung can c e r. The Surgeon 

G e n era l 's  rep o rt s ta ted  it thus ly  — 
"The risk  of developing lung c an c e r 

n c re ase s  w ith  the  dura tion  of the  

sm oking and  th e  n u m b e r of c ig a r ­

e tte s  sm oked pe r d ay  and  is d im in ­

ished by discontinuing  sm oking .”

The following re la tio nsh ip  ex ists 

betw een c ig a re tte s  consum ed  and 

the ann ual death  r a te :  S tudies indi­

c a te  tha t for m en who sm oke few er 

*han ten  c ig a re tte s  p e r  d a y  d ea th  

'ro m  all causes  is about 40 p e r  cent 
h igher th an  for non-sm okers  of the  

sam e  age.

F o r those who sm oke  betw een 

ten  and  n ineteen c ig a re t te s  pe r day, 

the  d ea th  ra te  is abou t 70 p e r  cent 

h igher. The r a te  for th e  sm o ker of 

one to tw o packs a  d ay  is 90 per 

cent h igh e r than  for non-sm okers 

and for the  m an  who sm ok es  m ore  

than  tw o p ack s  p e r  day . th e  ra te  

is about 120 p e r cen t h igher.

In the  United S ta te s  ap p rox i­

m ate ly  70 million A m erican s  con­

sum e tobacco, re p re sen tin g  about 

half of th e  ad u lt population. T he 

a v e rag e  A m erican  c ig a re t te  sm oker 

sm okes 4,000 c ig a re tte s  a  y e a r .  B e­

sides the  c ig a re tte  sm o ker , th e re  

a re  thousands of c ig a r  an d  pipe 

sm okers, bu t the  lung c a n c e r  ra te  

is con siderab ly  lower am ong  this

group of sm okers.

One reason  for th is fac t is due to 

the d ifferen t types of tobacco  used, 

and  ano th er is lack  of inhalation 

M ost pipe and  c ig a r sm ok ers  do not 

inhale  the  sm oke, hence  th e ir  lungs 

re m a in  re la tiv e ly  c lear .  H owever 

although lung c an c e r  is not p rev a  

len t am ong  them , lip and  m outh 

c an c e r  does r a te  h igh am ong  the 

pipe an d  c ig a r  sm okers.

I t is in te re s tin g  to  note  th a t  m ost 

c an c e r  p roducing  com pounds a re  

p re sen t in the  tobacco  p lan t. Thr 

big h a z a rd  in sm oking  is one of 

com bustion . TTie sm oke com ing into 

the  lungs is the p roduct of a  chem  

ica l reaction . The m o u th  se rv es  the  

s am e  purpose  a s  a  te s t  tube, and 

the  h e a t  from  the  c ig a re tte  serves 

a s  a  reac t io n  s tim ulus. The h a rd e r  

one d ra w s  in th e  b u rn ing  tobacco 
the  h o tte r  sm oke and the  fa s te r  

and m o re  violent the  chem ica l r e ­
action .

T obacco  b u m s  from  350 degrees  

to  850 d eg rees  C entigrade, depend­
ing on e a c h  individual sm oker, and 

th e  su b stan ce  th a t  form ed in the  

resu lting  chem ica l reaction  is benzo 

(a )  pyrene , w hich is a  potent c a n ­

c e r  p roducing  substance.

T he rep o rt from  the  Surgeon G en­

e ra l  is not in tended to  m a k e  people 

stop  sm oking. I ts  only objective  is 

to  e d u ca te  the  public. I t  is e s tim a ted  

th a t  th e re  a re  less th an  five p e r  

cen t of th e  adu lt population will 

stop  sm oking because  of the  rep o rt.  

H ow ever, it is hoped th a t  b y  e d u ca t­

ing youth  on the  d a n g e rs  of tobacco , 

the  young people will th ink  tvrice 

before they  begin p u rchasin g  lung 

c a n c e r  on the ins ta llm en t p lan.

the

fourth

year

By

P A IX  ROBINSON

E a c h  se m e s te r  a  new  g ro u p  of faces  can 

be found on th e  E lon  c am p u s . Some of 

these  a re  new  pro fesso rs , so m e a re  fresh­

m en or tra n s fe r  s tu d en ts ,  o r th ey  m a y  even 

be the  ev ery -o th e r-sem este r-sch o la rs .  .^t any 

ra te  each  of th e se  new  faces , a s  well as 

the  com m unity  a lre a d y  p re sen t on the  cam ­

pus, h a s  a  p a r t ic u la r  im pressio n  of the 

w orld w ithin th e  four w alls.

T h ere  a re  p ro b ab ly  som e, e sp ec ia lly  fresh­

m en, who view  college a s  th e  grandiose 

d re a m  of his life, w hile o th e rs  m ig h t view 

it a s  the  an tic lim ax  to a  socia lly  centered 

c a r e e r  in p re p  school. I im ag ine  th a t  some 

a re  h e re  b ecause  it is " th e  th ing  to  do" 

an d  do not find th e  s lig h te s t challenge  in 

th e ir  w ork.
P ro fesso rs  p rob ab ly  h a v e  a  d ifferen t im­

pression . M any h a v e  a  fa m ily  to  support 

an d  a re  try ing  to  con tinue  th e ir  education 

w hile teach in g  a t  th e  s a m e  tim e . Some 
p robab ly  h a v e  a  s ta n d a rd  th a t  they  feel 

th a t  th ey  m u s t  m a in ta in  in  th e ir  c lass  lec­

tu res . To som e it m ig h t  b e  a  vocation , while 

to  o thers  it m ig h t v e ry  weU be m ere ly  a 

paying  job an d  th e y  h a d  ju s t  a s  soon get 

pa id  h e re  a s  a n y w h ere  else.

T h e  c en te r  of con cern  h e re , how ever, is 

not th e  faculty , b u t th e  s tu d en t m o ra le . The 

a t t i tu d e  th a t  a p p e a rs  to  d o m in a te  th e  Elon 

cam p u s  c om m u n ity  is  one  of dissatisfaction.

A ce r ta in  a m o u n t of d iscon ten t w ith  the 

s ta tu s  quo is good, fo r  i t  w ould  b e  stupid 

to  expec t ev ery on e  to  b e  c o n ten t w ith  every 

regu la tion  en ac te d  b y  e i th e r  adm in istra tive  

o r s tu d en t groups. I f  such  a  s itua tion  were 

to  exist, th e re  w ould b e  litt le  o r  no indi­

v idua lism  on th e  c am p u s . L a ck ing  th e  ability 

to  th ink  for him self, th e  g ra d u a te  from  Elon 

would be destined  to  a  life  of fa ilu re  or, it 

once em ployed, w ould n e v e r  adv ance .
T he fo rm  th a t  m u c h  of th is  discontent 

s ee m s  to  ta k e  is  un becom ing  to  a  college 

com m unity . R a th e r  th a n  d iscussion  of the 

d isag reeab le  e le m en ts  of th e  s ta tu s  quo, be 

th ey  regu la tion s  o r  s itu a tion s, ru m o rs  are 

s ta r te d . T he a c tu a l  co m p la in t in these 

c ase s  n e v e r  re a c h e s  th e  p e rso n  o r group 

of person s  th a t  could e lim in a te  th e  tension. 

T his  im p o r ta n t  s tep  n e v e r  o ccu rs  for vari­

ous an d  to r th e  m o s t p a r t  unknow n reasons.
I  h a v e  n e v e r  a t te n d e d  a n o th e r college, 

bu t I  would p re su m e  th a t  th is  v e ry  sam e sit­

ua tion  ex ists  in o th e r  co llege  communities. 

I t  w ithout a  doubt e x is ts  in  th e  outside world. 

T he u n ive rs ity  of gossip  a n d  ru m o r, how­

ev er, does n o t m a k e  it  righ t.
One of the  m o s t a m a z in g  e le m en ts  of these 

ru m o rs  is  the  fa c t  th a t  so m a n y  people 

believe  th em . As is t r u e  of m o s t a ll rumors, 

noth ing  good is  s a id  ab o u t anybody. For 

ex am ple , I  h e a rd  th a t  D r. D an ie ley  was in 

N ew  Y ork  a  w eek  o r  tw o  ago. This I found 

w as  v e ry  tru e , b u t  d id  you know  th a t  some 

w ere  told, an d  a c tu a lly  believed , th a t he 

w as  th e re  looking for a  job. T h e  truth , if 

anyone is in te re s ted , is  th a t  he  w as  there 

on business  concern ing  th e  fund-ra ising  canv 

paign.

One of th e  c la ss ic  s to rie s ,  w hich I am 

su re  everyone h a s  h e a rd ,  w a s  th e  one that 
E lon w as offered  a  $2 m illion endowment 

by  B urlington In d u s tr ie s  b u t re fu se d  it be­

cau se  it req u ired  E lon  to  c h a n g e  its  name 

to  B urlington City College, w hich  m ean t los­

ing the  n a m e  of Elon, som eth in g  the  Board 

of T ru stees  could not do.
R u m o r a lso  s ta te s  th a t  th e  re a so n  Trinity 

College in  D u rh a m  re c e iv ed  the  endowment 

from  th e  Duke c ig a re t te  fo r tu n e  w a s  because 

E lon  tu rn e d  it  dow n firs t ,  th e  B oard ot 

T ru s tees  could b e a r  to  a c c e p t  m oney made 

fro m  a  sinful product.

E itperience h a s  ta u g h t  m e  in m y  four years 

of re s iden cy  h e re  possib le  cau se s  for this 

a ttitu de . One w hich s ta n d s  ou t in m y  mind 

is the  fa c t th a t  m a n y  of m y  contem poraries  

from  beginning  fre sh m a n  to  “ long term  

sen io rs”  suffer fro m  an  in fe rio rity  com­

plex.

I do not re fe r  h e re  to  a  p e rso n a l complex 

b u t r a th e r  to  a  “ g ro u p  co m p lex ” . This is 

one th a t is th e  re su lt  of th e  de s ire  of many 

to  be  a tten d in g  D uke, W ake F o re s t ,  Davidson 

o r  an y  la rg e r ,  m o re  “ co lleg ia te”  school.

This  a t ti tu d e  see m s  to  re la te  th e  feeling 

th a t  Ellon is  n o t good enough, an d  th a t  after 

a  couple of s e m e s te rs  th e  pro fs  h a v e  “ dished 

o u t”  so m a n y  b a d  g ra d e s  in  th e ir  direction 

th a t  th ey  c an no t t ra n s fe r .  ■

In  essence , then , th e se  indiv iduals  feel 

th a t  th ey  a r e  being  h e ld  h e re  a g a in s t  their 

w ill. S ince th e  school b la m e d  fo r both the 

b a d  g ra d e s  an d  the  c ap tiv ity , th e re  is  am ple 

reason  to  com plain . T h e  re s u lt  is a  lack  of 

p ride  in th e  school’s  eq u ip m en t, willful des­

truction  of th e  school’s  p ro p e r ty  an d  the 

o ft-recurring  ru m o rs .

(CoDtiniM d on  P jig e  F o u r )


