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WKI-COMK TO HOMKCO.MING

There is truly no more joyous event on 
the calendar at Elon each year than is the 
cinnual Homecoming Day ob.servance, a l­

m ost a lw ays held on either the third or
fourth weekend in October, for it is on that 

occasion that Elon’s old grads com e back 
home, back to the cam pus which once  

sheltered, nurtured and trained them, 

as they take tim e off from busy lives  to
It i>, of course, a joyous event lor them  

com e back to the oak-shaded and brick- 

walled cam pus, but it is possibly a period 
of p \en  greater joy to those who are now  

here and who have a chance to extend the  

gUid hand of w elcom e to the ones who have  

returned.
No effort has been spared or will be spared 

to  m ake this 1964 H om ecom ing observance, 
w hich loom s barely a  w eek in the future, 
one of the finest ev(,T held on the Elon 
cam pus. Beginning with the pep rally on 

Friday night and continuing through a full 
days of festive fun on Saturday, the weekend  

will continue and conclude on Sunday with  

a concert that shotild be one o f the high- 
liyht.*. of the entire weekend program.

So, in behalf of the adm inistration, the 

faculty, the office sta ffs  and above all in  
behalf of the students th em selves, the Ma­
roon and Gold extends the hand of cordial 
w elcom e to each  and every one of E lon’s  old 
grads who e lect to com e back. M ay their 
pleasures in returning be as  great as  will 
ours in see in g  them.

MAROON AND GOLD
Friday, October 16, 19*4

A l T l MN COMF.TH

In th e  fo res ts  and  do tted  a t  in te rv a ls  a long 

di.stant hills ides, touches  of co lo r h a v e  a l ­
re a d y  m a d e  th e ir  a p p e a ra n c e  T he  d eep  
g re en  of su m m e r  h as  s ilen tly  becom e  a  

fa in t a u tu m n a l yellow , w ith  th e  b r ig h t r io t  

of red  an d  o ran g e  hues  soon schedu led  to  
m a k e  th e ir  a p p e a ra n c e .

A utum n h as  a lre a d y  begun to w ork  its  a n ­
nua l m ag ic ,  slowly, m inu te ly  a n d  carefu lly ,  

w tih  th e  fina l sp lendid  m ag n if ic an ce  th a t  
only t re e s  an d  sh ru b s ,  p re p a r in g  for th e  

long and  cold s lu m b e r of w in te r ,  c a n  p ro ­
vide.

■•)f cou rse , the  N orth  C aro lina  m o un ta in s  

a r e  too fa r  d is ta n t  to be .seen by  those  of us  

h e re  a t Elon. but th e  m \ r i a d  colors  th a t  dot 
the  h illsides of P iedm on t N orth  C aro lina , give  

« )m e faint idea of th e  g ra n d e u r  th a t  m e e ts  
J ie  eyes  of tho.se who have  th e  ch an ce  to 

jo u rn e y  from  th e  P ie d m o n t into th e  hill 
coun try .

O ily  a  fo rtn igh t in th e  fu tu re  is th a t  b lc i -  
n ia l invasion of th e  L and  of th< ik ' v> ; n 
th e  Elon ;jridiron s q u ad  ba tt ln -  W estern  

C aro lin a 's  C a tam o u n ts  a t  Cullowhee. and  
Elon s tuden ts  and  facu lty  who have  nev er  
m a d e  the  tr ip  on th a t  la st w eekend  in Oc­

to b e r  c an  .'.carcely im a c in e  the  b e au ty  th a t  

await.*: anyone  who m ak e s  the  p ilg r im ag e  
w e s tw a rd  w ith  the  Elon football te a m .

T he  B lue R idge M ountains, . )lv a i r m  

with the  p ro m ise  of ex p ec tan cy  in the  sp rinc ,  
m a je s t ic  w ith  the  a iu r e  of th e ir  n a m e  in 
th<? s u m m e r  an d  cold ly  aloof in icy w in te r ,  
p re sen t a  re a l  a u tu m n a l  spectac  ? . a  '  i n  

co lored  la n d sc a p e  w hich  only th e  5 rent(- .t 
of a ll a r t i s t s  c an  prov ide . It i.- well w orth  

the  tr ip  to  view M other N. lu re  d u r .a :  

n t h e r  finest hours.

Along w ith  th e  colorfu l > p ec ta f lr  th a t  

those  N orth  C aro lina  m o u n ta in s  and  *.ven 

th e  fo res ts  of th e  low er land.s p ro v id e s  com e* 

th e  rea liza tion  tha t chilly  n ' ; h l  and . hillier 

m orn in g s  will soon be  w ith  us. fo r w all 

rea lize  th a t  :f au tm u n  com es, then  W!!V-?r 

c an  s ca rc e ly  be  f a r  behind.

a View 

from 

the oak
By

M E L V IN  SH R E V E S

Liberal Arts F om m
The L iberal A rts  F o ru m , a  com m itte e  of 

the  S tuden t G o v e rn m e n t As.sociation. got off 

to  a  fine s ta r t  tw o w eeks  ago w ith a  p re ­
m ie re  p ro g ram  in W est P a r lo r  fea tu rin g  a  

s tr in g  q u a r te t  p lay ing  c h a m b e r  m usic .
T he  tu rn o u t for th e  p ro g ra m  w as  p robab ly  

the  la rg e s t  th a t  the  F o ru m  h a s  received  in 
'  T a ! y e a r s  for such  a  p ro g ram . Those 

w ho w e re  in a t te n d a n c e  seem ed  to  enjoy  

the  p ro g ram , an d  a re  w a iting  for w h a tev e r  
th e  F o ru m  h a s  on t a p  for a  re m a in d e r  of 

th e  y e a r .
A fr iend  of the  college notified D r. A. L. 

Hook re c en t ly  th a t  in th e  ve ry  n e a r  fu tu re  
an  im proved  sound  sy s tem  will be  offered  
to  the  college for W hitley A uditorium . This  

would en ab le  th e  L ib e ra l  A rts  F o ru m  to 

put into use th e  tw o 35m m  can v eras  th a t  

lie in re s t  in W hitley for showing q u a lity  
foreign  film s a t  low er p rices. This  new s w as  
In.iced w elcom e to th e  F o ru m  m em b ers .

Is The C rie r  C om ing?

Signs in the  Union app ea lin g  for help  

on the  C am p u s  C rie r seem  to  ind ica te  th a t  

th is  publication  is not qu ite  d ead  a s  som e 
people though t it be  a f te r  th e  g ra d u a tio n  of 

la st y e a r 's  ed ito r.
F o r  th e  p a s t  th re e  o r  four w eeks, SGA 

P re s id e n t r ' r e d  S tephenson  h a s  been  hav ing  

quite  a  h a rd  t im e  try in g  to find som eone  

to edit th e  publication .
W hoever th e  new ed ito r  m ig h t be, m os t 

of th e  s tu d en ts  of E lon a re  not ex p ec ting  the  
s a m e  type  of pub lica tion  th a t  h a s  been  

pub lished  for th e  p a s t  tw o y e a rs .  M any 
s tuden ts  a r e  a f ra id  th a t  th e  C r ie r  w ill be  

red u c ed  to  a  collection of d ry  c o m m itte e  r e ­
p o rts  th a t  old r e a d e r s  will shun  fo r the  

la te s t  issue  of MAD.
No line is c e r ta in  who th e  new  ed ito r  will 

be. b u t le t us  hope  th a t  th is  new  ed ito r will 
a sk  th e  ad v ice  a n d  a ss is tan c e  of so m e  of 

th e  m e m b e rs  of la s t  y e a r ’s s taff . W hether 
th e  ad v ic e  is followed o r  no t a f te r  i t  h a s  

been  offered  is up  to  th e  ed ito r.
We hope th a t  th e  C r ie r  will be  w ell w ritte* , 

well re ce ived  by the  S tu d en t Body, a n d  a  
g re a t  success . If th e  C rie r  d ies  a f te r  all 

ol the  p a s t  tw o y e a r ’s blood, sw ea t,  and  
te a rs ,  I c a n  h e a r  th e  q u ie t la u g h te r  and  
.-.neer of th e  C r ie r ’s c r i t ic s  and  opponents  
now. And SGA will be a  long tim e  fo rge tt ing  

it.
Will The S tick e rs  Stick?

T he  T raff ic  an d  P a rk in g  C om m ittee  fin a l ­
ly h a s  som e reg u la tio n s  w ith  tee th ,  a n d  a  

s y s te m  th a t  will m a k e  it h a rd  fo r v io la to rs  

to ge t olf the  hook — if they  a re  guilty .
T he  S tuden t P e rsonne l S e rv ices  office h a s  

c en tra liz ed  th e  s y s te m  — a ll t ick e ts  a r e  

tu rn e d  in th e re ,  a ll  notices ab o u t fines a re  
s tf . l  from  th e re ,  a ll fines a r e  pa id  th e re ,  

and  all re c o rd s  a r e  k ep t there .
T he  fines h av e  been  s tiffened  th is  y e a r  for 

som e  offenses, a n d  if a  p e rson  g e ts  th re e  

tick e ts  from  the co m m itte e  d u rin g  one s e ­
m e s te r ,  he  m a y  lose the  p riv ilege  of o p e r ­
a tin g  a  c a r  on c am p u s  for a  period  of tim e.

T he  new  s tic k e r  a r e  a  he lp  too. T he  n u m ­

b e rs  a r e  p refixed  by th e  le t te rs  S, for s taff  
a n d  fac u lty ; D, for d o rm ito ry  s tu d en ts ;  a nd  
C, for c o m m u te rs .  ’S" c a r s  m a y  p a rk  in 

one of th e  tw o  A la m a n ce  p a rk in g  lots, " D ” 
c a r s  in the  a p p ro p r ia te  d o ra i  p a rk in g  lots, 
an d  "C" c a r s  c a n  p a rk  a n y w h ere  ou ts ide  

of th e  c am p u s  w alls.

The only p ro b lem s th a t  w e c a n  see  in the  
p a rk in g  situa tion  now a re :  1. How c a n  a n y ­

one en fo rce  a  ru le  fo rb idd ing  a  .student to 

o p e ra te  a  m o to r vehicle, and  2. Will the 

new s tic k e rs  stick?
Not Again!

S om etim es  w e h e a r  d e p re sse d  s tu d en ts  
i 'om plain , "Boy, th is  p lace  s l in k s ! "  M ore 

th a n  likely  the  s tu d en t who u tte re d  those 

word.', ju s t got a  ca ll down, o r  ju s t  got a  

p a rk in g  ticket, o r d id n ’t do too well on a 
te st he  ju s t  took.

Up until a  few d a y s  ago, a n y  s tu d en t who 

u tte red  those  w ords  would h a v e  been  ju.sti- 
fied. T he  a r e a  a ro u n d  the  South e n tra n c e  

of the  c a m p u s  d id  stink .
O nce again , the  sew e r  r a n  o v e r ,  .^uid ov««» 

and  over. L as t  y e a r  som eth ing  s im ila r  h a p ­

p ened  aro u n d  the  L ib ra ry  Building. This 
t im e  it w as  w orse  though.

When the  Lady  B ird  i i e c i a J  w en t slowly 

th ro u g h  E lon  College la st v e e k .  an d  a s  she 

stood out on th e  r e a r  p la tfo rm  w av ing  a t  

th e  s tu d en ts  who lined th e  t r a c k s  to  see  

he r .  an d  a s  she  looked ov e r  the  c a m p u s  of 

th e  co llege th a t  once p resen ted  h e r  h u sb an d  

v^ith a n  h o n o ra ry  d eg ree ,  le t 's  hope th a t  

she d id n 't  w rin k le  up  her nose c r  becom e 

offended by  th e  odor.

L o ck ers  F’o r  T he  C o m m ute rs  

Now th a t th e  S(IA h as  bought new  lockers  

for c o m m u te r  s tu d en ts ,  and  the  lockers  h av e  

been insta lled , only a  few  of th e m  a re  being  

tb ^d . W hai is the  p ro b lsm ?

(CoDtloued on Page four.

SCENES FKOM ELON STL DEN FS VACATION TRIP over

the

bar

P ic tu re d  c e n te r  above  is H o w ard  B lan ch a rd , E lon  College s tuden t, who spen t m uch 0/  ‘^e  p a s t  sum^ 
m e r  w ork ing  w ith  a  c rew  sen t out by th e  N ationa l C ouncil of C hurches  for w ork  in a  rec '-eation p ro jec t 
am ong  th e  less  p riv ileged  c la sses  of P u e r to  Rico. T h e  two top p ic tu res  a re  d ifferen t shots  taken  a t  the 
Colegio de San J u s to  in San J u a n ,  P u e r to  Rico, w h e re  B lan ch a rd  and  his fellow w orkers  “ " ^ r w e n t  t o  

linal peri(Kl of o r ie n ta tio n  tra in in g  p r io r  to  beg in n in g  the ir  s u m m e r s  p ro jec t. ' Z
a t  th e  Ige le s ia  de  San A ndres  in the  P u e r to  R ican  m o u n ta in s ,  w here  B lanchard  w orked w ith a  re c re a tw n  

p ro jec t;  a n d  low er rig h t is a  g roup  of the  P u e r to  R ic an  youngsters
T he  o lder boy in w hite  is one of th e  n a tiv e  P u e r to  R ic a n  rec rea t io n  w orkers , with w hom  B la n ch a rd  w as 
a sso c ia ted  in the  p ro jec t.  T he  w ork  in P u e r to  R ico g a v e  B lan ch a rd  an opportunity  to pu t into p rac tica l 

u se  the  Span ish  he  h a s  le a rn e d  in school. _____ _________________________________________________

Puerto Riraii Trip Proves Interesting
By HOWARD BI>ANCHAHI)

T he w eek a f te r  sp rin g  s e m e s te r  

e x am s  h e re  a t  E lon . I found m y- 

.self on a  northbound  bus, headed  
for New Y ork City, w here  I w a s  to 

m e e t n ineteen  o th e r s tuden ts  fro m  

the  U nited  S ta te s  and  C anada , and  

th e re  w e w e re  to be  b rie fed  by th  
N ationa l Council of C hurches offi­

c ia ls  in re g a rd  to  o u r pa rtic ipa tion  

in th e ir  s u m m e r  p ro g ra m  in P u e r to  

Rico.
O ur m ain  objec tive  w a s  to  be  the 

o rgan iza tion  of a  s u m m e r  p ro g ra m  
onsisting  of B ible s tudy , c ra f ts ,  

spo rts  and  som e construction  w ork 

on the  church , an d  th e  d ay  a f te r  
our a r r iv a l  in New Y ork we b o a rd ­

ed a  P an -A m erican  je t  for a  th ree  

and  one-half hou r flight to  Sa« 

J u a n ,  P u e r to  Rico.
rh e re  we w e re  m e t a t  th e  a i r ­

port by the  p ro g ram  d ire c to rs  to 

whom we would repo rt,  and  we 
then proceeded  to  the Colegio de 

San Ju s to , w here  w e spen t a  w eek 
of o rien ta tion  on the  life, religion 

■ind work of the  people of the  is ­

land.
..\fter the o rien ta tion  p ro g ram , I 

w as a ss igned  to B arrio  R ub ias  in 

the m ounta ins, w here  I w as  to  be 
a ss is tan t  p ro g ram  d irec to r.  It w as 

only sixty  m iles  aw ay , bu t it re ­
qu ired  all of four hours  of contin ­
uous d riv ing  ove r na rrow  roads, 

w hich had  been built by  hand. One 

did not d a re  drive  m o re  than  20

m iles pe r hour, for fe a r  of m eeting  
.some P u e r to  R ican  d rive r,  com ing 

a round  th e  c u rve  on th e  w rong side 

to force  the c a r  ove r the  s ide  of 

he m ounta in .
Upon a r r iv a l  a t  B arrio  R ubias, 

w e boys w e re  shown to  our own 
p r iv a te  little bache lo r house down 

a little ro a d  in the  woods. It was 
q u ite  convenient to the ch u rch  w here  

we would work.
O ur f irst knowledge of the  a rea  

and  its people c am e  from  F a th e r  
J o rg e  R ive ra , o u r d irec to r,  who 

cau tioned  us not to say  “ N o” to  a 
P u e r to  R ican  for fe a r  of hurting  

his feelings and  to t ry  to  feel a t  
hom e in the P u e rto  R ican  hom es, 

not being a fra id  to  a sk  for an y ­
thing we needed. Both th ings I tried  

‘.0  do, and  the  people m ade  vls wel­
com e w ith  the  say ing , “ Mi casa  

es su c a s a ,” w hich m eans  “ My hnm' 

is your h om e .”
A fter th is  b it of instructic.n, we 

.11 piled into a  jeep  an d  headed  
into the m ounta in  countryside  chilo 

hunting, m oving along n a rro w  roads  
which w ere  little  m ore  than  paths 

We stopped a t  in te rva ls  a t  sm all 
huts, w here  we often found ten or 

tw elve little  half-naked children, 

who would com e to m ee t us and 
invite us  into the ir  hom es. In them  

we found hand-m ade  fu rn itu re , a 

sm all  cooking stove and  on the 

w alls p ic tu res  of the Virgin M ary 

an d  C hrist, m os t of which had com»

from  calendars .
At each  shan ty  we told the  people 

of ou r p ro g ram , and a f te r  a  week 

of th is we w ere  re a d y  to s ta r t  w ork ­
ing w ith youngsters  from  five to 

e ighteen y e ars  of age. E a c h  day 

s ta r te d  w ith  p ray e r, and  each  night, 

a f te r  the  c lasses  w ere  ove r and 
a f te r  the ch ildren  had  scram bled  

Iho m ounta inside  to  the ir  homes, 

we •'.’ould 'vork on the c hu rch  where 

we held the  school.
The n ights  w e re  often enlivened 

by dancing  w ith  th e  people of thfe 
com m unity , and  those  P u e rto  R ican 

seno ritas  rea lly  knew  how to  dance, 

the ir  favorites  being th e  M erengue 
an d  the  B achanga . T he m usic  for 

the  dances  w as  fu rn ished  by j ib a r?  

m usic ians , beating  s tee l d ru m s  and 
playing gu ita rs .  T he d ru m s  were 

tuned  by m ak in g  den ts  in them .

D uring  the  s tay  a t  B a rr io  Rubias. 
I ra n  acro ss  a  n u m b e r  of supersti ­

tious beliefs of those  m ounta in  peo­

ple, am ong  them , th e  belief th a t 

if one counted the  s ta r s  he  would 
be th e  v ic tim  of w a rts ,  th a t  a  ha t 

la id  on a  bed would b ring  death 
to  the  h a t ’s ow ner and  th a t anyon 

p lanning an  outdoor p a r ty  shouK! 

h ang  ro sa r ie s  outside the  window 
to insure  fa ir w eather.

T he people a lso  believed tha t 

w a te r  used in ba th ing  a  corpse 
should be  saved  for its  occult power 

of invoking the spirit, of the dead

(Continued O n P a g e  Four)

JUDICIAL OBSERVER
A View Of The Honor Svsleiii

Plain Talk

By the  tim e  a  person  re a ch e s  

college, it is genera lly  a ssu m e d  th a t 
he has  a tta in ed  a  level of m a tu r ity  
and responsib ility  sufficient to gov­

e rn  him.self. H ow ever, all too often 

this is not the  c ase  a t  Elon. The 
in s tru c to rs  tak e  on the added  duty 

of policem an, because  the  s tudents  

fail to  live up  to  the s ta n d a rd s  ex ­

pected  of an adult.
T he re lu c ta n ce  of the  s tuden t to 

d ea l w ith  the Honor System  is w hat 

is basica lly  w rong w ith  the  Honor 
System , P e rh a p s  the  fe a r  of im pli­

ca tion  and  social chas tisem en t a re  

the  m ost sensitive  fac to rs . We seem  
to have  a  m u tu a l ag re em en t,  unde r 

w hich “ I a g re e  to  re fra in  from  
tu rn ing  you in, and  in tu r»  you 

a g re e  to  re fra in  from  tu rn in g  m e  

in. B ut le t 's  take  this one s tep . 
Suppose you a g re e  to let m e  do 

any th ing  I w ant to  do, if I a g re e  

to  let you do likew ise.”
Obviously, if th is happened , none 

of us  would t ru s t  anyone, and  co­
opera tion  would a t bes t be diffi­

cult. Of course, th is is an  over- 
ex ag e ra tio n . bu t th is a t t i tu d e  is 

p re sen t in our apathy .
W’e a re  defeating  our own ends 

in th a t our actions a re  failing  to 

ach ie ’.e  the ir  objectives F a ilin g  to 

com ply viith the H onor Syst .>m dtips

«ot solve th e  prob lem  o r m a k e  it 

d isap p e a r .  It s im ply  m a k e s  m a t ­
te rs  w orse. At the  p re sen t o u r sys­

tem  is se t up  so the accused  knows 
the accuser . This is a  desirab le  

fea tu re . M ore pro tection , however. 
IS going to have  to be given to  the 
iccuser if our sy s tem  is going to 

•.vork p roperly  under p re sen t co:, 

ditions. One suggestion is th a t we 

m ake  it an honor offense for any ­
one involved to d iscuss  an  Honor 
Court c ase  w ith  anyone o th e r  than  

an Honor Court official. T heoretic ­
ally. th is would confine the  c ase  to 

the  p a r tic ip a n ts  in the  c ase  and  the 
Honor Court officials.

T he less  des irab le  a l te rn a t iv e  is 

to  tak e  aw ay  the  rig h t of the  a c ­
cused  to know his a cc u ser . M aybe 

we can  exhibit enough w isdom  to 

m a k e  the la t te r  a l te rn a tiv e  imnec- 
e£8ary.

So fa r ,  I have  confinsd m y  com ­

m e n ts  to E lon College. We a re  not 
the  only ones confronted  w ith  this 
p rob lem  of ap a th y . T he nation  a s  a  

whole is e x )e r ie n c in g  a  period of 

laxness. R ecen tly  th ir ty  people w ere  
w itnesses  when a  young w om an 

w a s  a ttacked , bu t no t one  of those  
people m oved  a  f inger to  help  her.

People  do not wan* to becom e 
involved. It is e a s ie r  and  m ore  

p leasan t to tu rn  one’s  h e a d  an d  p re ­

tend  tha t it n ev er nappeded . It

takes  a  person with guts and  a 

true  sense  of values to s ta n d  upon 

his own two feet, to  look a t  the 

world fa ir  and  square . I t  tak es  a 
person with guts to see  b e au ty  and 

ugliness and  not to be  a fra id  of it. 

A pathy is conquered  by  intelligence 

and  not to be  subdued by fe a r  tha t 
"om es from  it.

Skeptics adopt 1 “ w ait-and-see” 
policy, and som e look b ack  to  “ the 
good old d a y s” and  hope fo r the ir 

re tu rn . We do not need  a  longing 

for the  “ good old d a y s”  to  achieve 
our goal, bu t we do need a  longing 
for tru th  and courage.

F e a r  is the m o the r of crue lty . The 
basis  of o t r  a p a th y  is fear. We 

stick to our little groups and  cliques 

because  we a re  a fra id  to s tand  

alone. P e rh a p s  som eone m ight see 
us and  point us  out to the group. As 

one professor has  expressed  it. “ so 
m any  folks get halfw ay through 

life before they  discover th a t its a 

“ do-it-yourseU” project. Isn 't  it 
about tim e  w e got s tar ted .

We exist in three  tenses. O ur fu ­

tu re  is re la ted  to our past, bu t it 

iS our present th a t de te rm ines  

he ther tha t fu ture  is b e t te r  or 

w orse than  tha t re la ted  past.  Our 

very  m ovem ent will d e te rm in e  both 

the ep ic  of m an and the speculation 

ot his progress.

By
PALX ROBINSON

In the p rev ious  co lum n I a tte m p te d  to 

re la te  the  though t th a t  th e  v ir tue  called 
honor w as  re g a rd e d  in w e s te rn  civilization 

a s  a  fu n d a m e n ta l p re c ep t  of a  m a n 's  integ­

rity . This is too b ro a d  a n  ap p ro ach . A “ m an’" 

re fe rs  to an y  spec ies  w hich fulfills the 
ca tego ries  of biology. W este rn  civilization 

can  re fe r  to  an y  poin t on th e  e a r th  west 
of the  U ra l M ountains  in R ussia ,

The b re a d th  of th e se  fa c to rs  need not 

confilse the  re a d e r .  O ur m in u te  selves are 

all equally  im p o r ta n t  w ith in  such  a  discus­

sion, As a  m a t te r  of opinion, an y  discussion 

of honor is w ithout va lue  un less  each  indi­
v idual e v a lu a te s  the  p a r t ic u la r  aspects  ot 

honor w ithin th e  con tex t of his own char­

ac te r .
It h as  been  sa id  th a t  a  discussion of a 

continuing  e le m en t of m a n ’s en rivonm ent can 
be  a p p re c ia te d  only th ro u g h  added  insight 

into its  h is to ry  a n d  developm ent. Such a  
consideration  is th e re fo re  n e ce s sa ry  here 

Honor orig inally  deno ted  p e rso n a l fam e and 

am bition  in  recogn ition  of one’s physical 

prow ess. Honor w a s  re n d e re d  in this con­

tex t to  g re a t  k ings  an d  to  v a lia n t m en in. 

anc ien t G reece  a n d  a n c ien t  Rom e, The 
O lym pic g a m e s  and  the  fe a ts  of the gladi­

a to rs  w ere  exh ib ited  an d  jud g ed  on this 
basis. In the  evolution of re lig ion , Christian­

ity cam e  to ad v o ca te  th e  love of v irtue  for 

its own sake. A gain a  se lf-cen tered  motive 

w as expressed . T he p istol duels of the 17th 

and  18th cen tu rie s  w e re  pe rfo rm ed  for the 

pro tection  of honor. By now, how ever, honor 

had  shifted from  a n  offensive  m otive  to a 
defensive one. This is th e  prevailing  atti­
tude today, A m erican s  re g a rd  honor as a 

self im posed v ir tue . An hono rab le  person 

to d ay  is one who h a s  p ro m ised  to  act in 

a  cer ta in  w ay. In  defense  of h is  prom ise the 

honorable  person would r a th e r  die than  break 

h is  pledge.

I t  is possible to  s tudy  honor a s  i t  exists in 

d ifferen t societies. Social s ta n d a rd s  a re  de­

te rm in e d  by  th e  n eed s  of th e  people and the

e n v iro n m e it  in w hich  th e se  needs a r  ex­

p ressed .
A m erican  honor is  a n  exp ress ion  of people, 

things, an d  ideals  w e a s  a  so c ie ty  hold dear. 

Any discussion of A m e ric a n  honor is es­
pecially  difficult, b e ca u se  th e  Americans 

h a v e  difficulty a tta in in g  honor. This is true 

b ecau se  A m ericans  a re  m o re  reserved. 

A m ericans  a re  influenced  by  th e ir  Puritan

he ritage . They  re m a in  by  an d  la rge  non­

com m itted  an d  prove to  b e  a d v e rse  to any­

th ing  dem onstra tive .

I t  is sa id  th a t  a f te r  A b ra h a m  Lincoln fin­

ished his now fam ous G e tty sb u rg  address  he 

w a s  g re e te d  by  se v e ra l  m in u te s  of complete 

silence. H e is  s a id  to h a v e  r e tu rn e d  to Wash­
ington in d esp a ir ,  believ ing  his speech 
to h a v e  been  a  fa ilu re  a n d  th a t  the  audience 

w as  unconcerned  w ith  h is  s ta te d  ideals.
The A m erican  heroes, a lthough  only mo- 

m entanily  re v e re d ,  a re  people whose fame 

w as  acc la im e d  a s  a  re su lt  of th e ir  honor. 
H elen Keller, C harles  L indbergh , and Col. 

John  Glenn a re  a  few who have  enjoyed 

th e  reT erence  of th e  A m erican  public. They 

re a c h e d  th e ir  p la te a u  b e ca u se  they  had 

reach ed  out fo r som eth ing  g re a te r  than 

them selves  an d  h ad  g ra s p e d  it.
One c rit ic ism  of the  ty p e  of honor paid by 

the .Am ericans is th a t  the  m a ss e s  who con­

tro l the  re w a rd s  of public  p ra is e  a re  not 
cap ab le  of deep  incite . T he re su lt  is that 
they  a re  incapab le  of su s ta in ed  appreciation 

of quality . The s ta n d a rd s  of hono r a re  based 
upon e m p ir ic a l s en sa tio n a lism  ra th e r  than 

ra tio n a l analysis . T he em p ir ic a l  system  of 

evaluation  re su lts  in m o re  e s te e m  being in­
vested  in R oger M ar is  an d  F loyd  Patterson 

than  in D r. E d w a rd  T e lle r  an d  Dr, Jonas 

Salk, J u s t  the  opposite  would be true  if p 
m o re  ra tio n a l a n a ly s is  w e re  applied. Evi­

dence for the  la t te r  position would be a 

rev iew  of th e  rec ip ien ts  of the  Nobel and 

P u litze r prizes.
The em p iric is t  bestow s his honor in spurts, 

while th e  ra t io n a lis t  bestow s his honor in a 
contineum . R oger B a n is te r  an d  R ed Grange 

a re  now “ h a s  b e en s ,”  w hile  A ristotle and 
E inste in  a re  still re s p e c te d  an d  som ew hat 

exhalted . H onor c a n  be  su m m e d  up  by say­

ing th a t  it is a ll h e ad  an d  h e a r t ,  voice and 

hands, use  and non-use.

Non-use re fe rs  to  an  e x t r a  quality of 

honor. This is the  e le m e n t of silence and 

its  pow er to invoke honor. T h e re  w a s  an in­

d ispu tab le  d isp lay  of honor show n the late 

P res id e n t  K ennedy du ring  his la s t  few days 

above the e a r th .  E v e n  to d ay  h#nor is shown 

h im  in Arlington, bu t th roughou t his honor 

he  is silent. He existe  in a  s ta t e  of non-use 

an d  honor, bu t w hile h e  exh ib ited  use  the 

am oun t of honor g ra n te d  h im  w as, m ore o 'e r ,  

a  cen te r  of con trove rsy , an d  w as  often 

t r e a te d  with a ny th ing  e x ce p t honor.

In  conclusion th is  e x am p le  exh ib its  even

(C ontinued on P a g e  Four)


