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A lcohol: a serious problem
by Mari Behrend

Recently, alcohol has be
come a major point of dis
cussion on campus. The 
problem is not that students 
drink alcohol, but the man
ner in which they consume it 
and for what purposes it is 
swallowed.

On many occasions when 
people are asked what they 
are going to do on an 
evening out, a common re
ply is: “ I’m going to the 
Lighthouse or Ramada to 
get drunk!”

Although students think 
they will have a good time at 
the Lighthouse or Ramada, 
it appears to be a rare oc
casion when a student will 
think before going out to 
“ get drunk” what the ef
fects of the alcohol could 
be.

One effect of alcohol that 
affects the college heavily is

that a person who has 
become drunk or had a few 
drinks, will sometimes do 
things he normally would 
not do. Destruction and vio
lence often occur when a 
few too many drinks have 
been consumed.

More serious side effects 
of alcohol include cirrhosis 
of the liver which occurs 
over a long period of time, 
often years o f excessive 
drinking. The liver is slowly 
“ eaten away” by the alcohol 
causing death. Another fact 
of alcohol is that if a large 
amount of it is consumed in 
a short time, such as 30 
minutes, the alcohol can 
paralyze the brain and the 
mechanism that tells us to 
breathe, causing death.

The facts are real and 
frightening. The problem is, 
however, that most students 
don’t know these facts and

many others about alcohol 
and what effect it can have 
on them.

One way to help students 
understand about drinking 
and their lives would be to 
enact an alcohol program 
which would answer stndents 
questions about alcohcu and 
its effects. In this way 
students will be able to learn 
about alcohol and discuss 
problems of it, and most 
importantly, a program such 
as this would help people 
become intelhgent drinkers 
instead of careless ones.

The program would be 
highly beneficial to every
one. Once taught, students 
could then become more 
aware of the problems of 
drinking and the amount of 
drunkenness on campus will 
probably decline.
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Call if you need 
IFC escort service
To the editor:

Last week’s Pendulum 
(March 12) carried a letter 
by Ms. Mary W. Watson 
concerning the new campus 
escort service. There are 
several points which the 
author mentioned to which I 
would like to respond.

Before any specifics, how
ever, I need mention the 
outstanding work of the 
Interfraternal Council (IFC) 
in establishing the service. 
Students at Elon constantly 
respond to problems in a 
useful and creative way, and 
the IFC is no exception. 
They have gone to great 
lengths to meet an important 
need on our campus, and I 
am proud to have worked 
with them on the project.

While IFC attempts to 
serve the entire community, 
numbers and acres prevent 
answering calls anywhere but 
on campus. Therefore, had 
Ms. Watson contacted the 
escort service, they would

have been able to escort her 
from “ the other side of the 
railroad tracks.”

Another point regarded 
the switchboard’s closing at 
11 p.m. This is true but 
should not be a problem. 
Since the escorts are limited 
to the campus, students can 
use campus phones to call 
the escort. Hopefully all res
idence halls have phones in 
the common areas. I have 
discovered, though, that a 
few selfish individuals have 
decided that their needs out
weigh those of the campus 
community and have taken 
the phones. Nevertheless, the 
physical plant is making 
every effort to replace these 
phones.

The campus escort service 
is an effort by some con
cerned folks to help others. 
It will not succeed if un
justly criticized or under
utilized. Please call if you 
need us. Jack Murphy

Director, campus security

Vandalism causes a 
pain in the pocketbook
To the Editor:

Thank you for your 
March 12 story, “ Vandalism 
Costs High.” Using a low 
figure of $17,000 and a high 
figure of 2,500 students 
m < ^  the cost per student is 
well over $500 per year.

Obviously a $25-damage 
deposit covers less than a 
meager five percent of this 
cost. Who absorbs the rest? 
It IS certainly not the college 
out of the goodness of their 
heart, understanding “ Boys 
and ^ i s  will be boys and 
girls. No, it’s you and I

and every student who has 
paid their own or their 
parents’ hard-earned dollars 
to attend this college.

I certainly would rather 
have this money go for im
provements we all can use 
rather than replacing, re
building, and restoring those 
things we already have.

So next time you see 
someone destroy or needless
ly litter, remember it’s a 
pain in your wallet as well as 
the ass. Do something about 
it. Treasurer, SGA

Daniel W. Daly m


