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N.C. drinking age raised to 19

Elon to comply with state law
By Loukia Louka
Associate Editor

Last June 2, the N.C. General 
Assembly enac ted  the  Safe 
Roads Act, giving North Caroli
n a ’s police and courts  new 
ways to fight drunk driving.

The Safe Roads Act, which 
goes into effect Oct. 1, is de
signed to discourage drunken 
driving by imposing tougher 

I penalties and restrictions. It is 
supposed to be easier to arrest, 

; conv ic t and  j a i l  o ffen d e rs  
while discouraging drinking 
among youths.

In a statement on the bill, 
I Gov. Jim  Hunt said tha t the 
Safe Roads Act is “America’s

toughest law against drunk  
driving.”

With the new law, the single 
offense of im paired driving, 
with five levels of punishment, 
replaces the current offense of 
d riv ing-under-the-influence 
(DUI).

The single offense of “driv
ing while impaired-DWI” can 
be proven in one of two ways: 
by proving the driver’s physic
al or mental faculties are im
paired by alcohol, drugs or a 
combination of both. DWI can 
also be proven when a driver 
registers a blood-alcohol con
tent of .10 percent. If a driver 
refuses to be tested, he will
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Just strollin along
Donald Booker takes a break from his paternal duties to 
chat with Marty Davidson outside the new dormitory. 
After all even parents deserve a break in this sweltering 
heat!

automatically lose his license 
for 10 days.

After a DWI conviction, a 
judge then will consider the 
case’s “grossly aggravating,” 
“aggravating” and “mitigating” 
factors. The new law estab 
lishes five levels of punish
ment determined by evidence 
of these factors. The trial judge 
will weigh the factors and pro
nounce a sentence: a combina
tion of jail, fines, community 
services and/or loss of driving 
privileges.

The law raises the age to buy 
and possess beer from 18 to 19. 
Anyone under 18 who drives 
with any amount of alcohol in 
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CRACKDOWN COMES TO ELON: In an effort to comply 
with the new state drinking laws, Dewar’s owner Carl McIn
tyre checks ID’S. A provision of the Safe Roads Act, leaves 
owners a liability on certain sellers of alcohol.

Response varies over drinking age
By Debra Taylor
Staff Writer

Going away to your first year 
in college is for many people a 
first big chance for freedom. 
No more worrying about being 
home by a certain time, making 
your bed, or getting caught by 
your parents with beer on your 
breath. Sure, you no longer 
have to worry about your pa
rents. It’s the law you have to 
worry about now.

S ta r t in g  Oct. 1, th e  legal 
drinking age for beer and wine 
in North Carolina will be 19 in
stead of 18. This law, along with 
several o ther drinking laws 
that go into effect that day, will 
affect many Elon College stu
dents, mainly freshmen.

G retchen Richards, an 18- 
year-old freshman from Rocky 
Mount, thinks that the law is a

good idea even though it will 
affect her.

“I can wait a year,” she said 
recently as she sat in Dewars 
sipping a beer. She is of age 
right now but on Oct. 1, she said 
the beer drinking will stop.

Richards, along with several 
others interviewed, said that 
raising the age to 19 will help 
keep beer and wine out of the 
high schools.

Lisa D’Alessandro, a fresh
man from Springfield, Va., has 
a younger sister who she said 
had no troub le  getting beer 
from 18-year-old high school 
students until the drinking age 
in Virginia was raised to 19, in 
1981. “ N in e teen  is a b e t te r  
age,” D’Alessandro argued.

Several other students con
tended that if the state is going 
to raise the drinking age the 
lim it should be at least 20. 
“Eighteen to 19 is not enough,”

claimed Jim Binner, a 20-year- 
old junior from New Jersey.

Michael Langone, a 25-year- 
old Elon graduate, said that “If 
we look at statistics, we would 
find that most drunk drivers 
are between the age of 20 and 
25, not 18 and 19.”

Elon College has made sever
al changes in regulations and 
new rules, due to the raising of 
the  d rink ing  age and o ther 
laws.

B ecause  of th e  new DWI 
(driving while impaired) law, 
the college has rules prohibit
ing fraternities, sororities and 
any other groups from sponsor
ing any activities involving the 
use of alcoholic beverages on 
cam pus. This is to p rev en t 
organizational leaders and the 
school from being  he ld  re 
sponsible.

“ I t ’s not fa ir ,” said Linda 
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