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Other Opinion

Loukia
Louka

Louka takes bite out of ‘big apple’

W h e n  I t o l d  a f e w  p e o p l e  
h e r e  that  I w as  go ing  to N ew  
York for a r e c e n t  w eek en d ,  I 
got  q u i t e  a few  r a i s e d  e y e b 
rows.

“ N e w  Y o r k ?  F o r  j u s t  th e  
w e e k e n d ? ” th ey  inquired.

D istant Greatness
E ven  b e fo re  my p lan e  land 

e d ,  N e w  Y o r k ’s v a s t n e s s  
s e e m e d  overw helm ing .

M eet ing  my fl ight was an old  
fr iend, w ho  l iv e s  in  th e  north
w e s t e r n  part  o f  Manhattan. I 
ha v e  a lw a y s  found  it  b eyond  
my u n d e r s ta n d in g  that so m e 
o n e  w h o  s p e n t  four y e a r s  at 
E lo n  co u ld  adjust  to som eth ing  
a s  g r a n d i o s e  a s  N e w  York.  
“Y ou  just  get  u sed  to it l ike  any
th ing  e l s e  you do. At first it was  
hard, b u t  you have  to want to 
get  u se d  to it,” h e  exp la in ed .

I f  you  d o n ’t h a v e  a car, or  
c a n ’t afford a taxi,  the  two ma
jor  form s o f  transportation  in 
th e  city  are  b u s e s  and s u b w a p .  
I’m co n v in ce d ,  a fter  my b r ie f  

' stay,  that  e v e n  i f  I w as  born and
r a ise d  in N e w  York, I w ould  
s t i l l  b e  u n a b le  to d e c ip h e r  the  

I su b w ay  route,
r  T h e r e  are  an e n d le s s  num ber
I o f  t e r m i n a l s ,  l e v e l s ,  t r a in s ,  
[ n u m b ers  and dest inat ion s .  My 
i m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  c o n c lu s io n s

c a m e  from taking the  subw ay  
o u t  to  G r e e n w i c h  V i l l a g e ,  
w h e r e  my f r i e n d s  and  I d id

II so m e  fro l ick ing  Saturday after
noon.

Manhattan Subways
T h e Manhattan subw ay sys

tem  is  th e  o ld e s t  o f  th e  subway

sy s tem s  in  NY. W hen the  ter 
m in a ls  w e r e  buil t , they  began  
in  M a n h a t t a n  a n d  t h e n  e x 
t e n d e d  to th e  burroughs o f  NY. 
T o d a y ’s M anhattan  term in a ls  
are  in poor  condit ion .  I shu d 
d e r  to  th ink  o f  w hat w il l  hap
p e n  i f  repa irs  to th e  trains and  
s tru ctures  a r e n ’t m ad e  before  
a major breakdow n occurs.

One in c id e n t  that  occurred  
in  the  b eg in n in g  o f  our outing  
w a s  so m eth in g  that v is itors to 
N Y  a lw a y s  h e a r  a b o u t .  T h e  
t h r e e  o f  us w e r e  stand in g  in  
front o f  a token  w indow  in one  
s t a t i o n .  I h a d  j u s t  f i n i s h e d  
b r e a k in g  a $20 b i l l  for som e  
tok ens ,  w hich  are  used  to get  on 
th e  subway. I w as  walk ing  away  
from  th e  tok en  booth,  with a 
f is tfu l l  o f  do l lars  and change  
c la n g in g  in my pockets ,  w hen  a 
you n g  w om an  ap p roach ed  me  
ask ing  for sev en  cen ts  to ride  
th e  subway.

O.K. I know that’s not a grand  
sum  o f  money, but I cou ld  fee l  
my k n e e s  turn to w ater  as I re 
m e m b e r e d  t a l e s  o f  k n i f in g s  
o v er  su ch  inc idents .  T he lady  
w a s  s e r i o u s  in  h e r  r e q u e s t ;  
a lm o st  as though sh e  ex p ec ted  
m e to  do h er  bidding.

S t u n n e d  i n t o  s i l e n c e ,  I 
g la n c e d  over  at my fr iends and  
u n a b a s h e d l y  a s k e d  “ W h a t  
sh o u ld  I do?” in an unusua l ly  
high voice .

So,  th ere  I was, ho ld ing  $16 
do l lars ,  in c h e s  from this  g ir l’s 
face.  N o n e  o f  us moved for what  
s e e m e d  an eternity. Somehow,  
w e  w e r e  out o f  there ,  th e  s cen e  
g o n e ,  w a i t i n g  fo r  t h e  t r a i n  
downsta irs .

No Hand Outs
“ Y o u ’v e  g o t  to  w a lk  aw a y  

from  th a t  k ind  o f  thing. T he  
o p e n  hand  p o licy  is  outrageous  
h e r e ,” he  said.

A fter  w e  f in ished  d iscuss ing

th i s  i s s u e ,  th e  y o u n g  w om an  
s ta lk ed  up to us. She  threw  a 
h a n d fu l  o f  p e n n ie s  (probably  
70) over  th e  ra i l ing  and b la tant 
ly  in form ed  us that sh e  co u ld n ’t 
b e l i e v e  my r e fu sa l .  T h e  girl  
w e n t  on  to say that sh e  hoped  
th e  sa m e  th ing  w il l  soon hap 
p e n  to  o n e  o f  us, and i f  sh e  ever  
s e e s  any o f  us  again , she  wil l  
r e m e m b e r  the  incident.

I ’m to ld  th a t  N e w  Y orkers  
h a v e  to  c o n s t a n t l y  f ig h t  for  
th e ir  ow n  persona l  sp a ce  and  
i n  d o i n g  s o ,  t h e y  b e c o m e  
a ggress ive  and im p erson a l  as 
t h e y  f i g h t  to  m a i n t a in  th e i r  
identity .

Y ou  ca n  s e e  it on the  su b 
ways.  F o r  one ,  the  youth o f  NY  
take  out th e ir  frustrations by 
sm e a r in g  graff it i a ll  over  sub 
ways.

T h e s e  i n d e c i p h e r a b l e  
s l a s h e s  an d  c u r v e s  in black,  
red  and p u rp le  cover  th e  sub 
w ay  m aps  in the  cars with out
r a g eo u s  e x p r e s s io n s  o f  hatred.

A s  I l o o k e d  a r o u n d ,  my  
f r i e n d  c a s u a l l y  a s k e d ,  “ S e e  
a n y o n e  you know?”

N ational Roll  Call
T h e  s u b w a y  r id ers  s e e m e d  

l ike  rol l  ca l l  at the  U.N. At one  
point ,  a ta l l  b lack  man dressed  
in  l o n g  f l o w i n g  w h i t e  r o b e s  
c a u t i o u s l y  m a d e  h i s  w a y  
t h r o u g h  t h e  car ,  c a r r y in g  a 
k n a p s a c k  fu l l  o f  n e w s p a p e r s  
and a tin cup.

Hairworks
104 Main St. 

Gibsonville, N.C.

Men s and Women’s 
Hoirstyling

Call 449-4911 for appointment 
9 - 7  Tues. - Ffl.

9 -12 Sat.

Good Luck To 
The Fightin’ Christions

F in a l ly ,  w e  got to th e  city  and  
h e a d e d  out to  G reenw ich  V i l 
l a g e ,  k n o w n  fo r  i t s  d e f i a n t  
youth.

G r een w ich  V il la g e  is  a vast  
m a z e  o f  s p e c i a l t y  sh o p s  and  
o u td o o r  c a fe s ,  c ra m m ed  into  
every  block. S tree t  v endors  are  
p e r io d ic a l ly  s i tu a ted  a long  the  
s id e w a lk s  s e l l in g  jew e lry  and  
h an d m a d e  items.

San Gennaro Festival  
T h e  S a n  G e n n a r o  f e s t iv a l  

w a s  a lso  on hand. This  annual  
e v e n t  is  h e ld  in  G reenw ich  V i l 
l a g e  a n d  C h i n a t o w n ,  fo r  11 
days,  to  com m em o ra te  an Ita
l i a n  p a tr o n  sa in t .  W ith in  an  
a rea  o f  ab ou t  tw o m iles ,  there  
w e r e  e n d le s s  food stands serv

in g  s h i s h k a b o b s ,  gyros sa n d 
w ic h e s  and o th er  sp ec ia lt ie s .  
A t  g a m e  s t a n d s  p e o p l e  w in  
g i a n t  s t u f f e d  a n i m a l s  t h a t  
m a k e  it e v e n  harder  for them  to 
get  around. T his  is  not to m e n 
t io n  p len ty  o f  good m usic  and  
grea t  p in a  co la d a s  served  right  
out  o f  a coconut.

I r ea l ly  sh ou ld  have  stayed  
an extra  day or two. NY really  
d o e s n ’t s leep ;  th ere  was always  
so m e th in g  to s e e  or do. Prob
a b l y  t h e  m o s t  f a s c i n a t i n g  
a s p e c t  o f  my v is it  was  the  p e o 
p l e .  I ’v e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e m  as  
d if feren t ,  for var ious  reasons,  
but  th ey  know how  to have  a 
g o o d  t i m e  in s id e  th e  “p r e s s 
u r e ” o f  big-city living.

Luxury Tw o-Bedroom  Townhouses
Bath-and-a-half, modern kitchen with disposal, 

washer/dryer connection.

Air conditioning, carpeting, drapes, pool.

Cable television available

Rents from $292. _________________

Model Open .\Ionday-Friday 10-6: Saturday. 10-5 
321-C Atwood D rive  226-4202

\
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’Mttn^niyou finish this Outward Bound course, 
ybuVe liable to be a  different person.

Outward Bound is more than  a 
trip of high adventure.

It’s  discovering yourselL 
Learning that you're be tte r than 
you think you are.

And finding out how to work 
with others.

Come join us on a 3-week trip 
of excitement and self-challenge.

You may come back a better 
you.

Hang in there!
S en d  for m ore in form ation :

Name

Stree t

City State Zip

Outward Bound. DepL CH- 
384 Field Point Rd.
Greenwich.CT 06830 
Phone loH free (800) 243-8520

No experience necessary  
Outward  Bound adm its  s tu d en ts  o ja n y  
sex. race, color  a n d  n at iona l or ethnic  
origin. We are a  ryonprojit organization . 
Scho larsh ips  available.

School

Check the cou rses  t2iat in te res tyou ;

Canoeing __  Desert

White Water
Rafting __

Sailing —

Cycling —

Expeditions

Wilderness
Backpacking

Mountaineering

Outward Bound
The course that never ends


