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Good news eventually 
drives out the bad

Bad publicity has been a thorn in Eton’s side in recent months.
In April, 11 Elon College residents were arrested on drug charges. 

TTie arrests were widely publicized, probably giving the impression 
that drug use is common among Elon students. Then in May, two 
Elon students were charged with the beating of a 76-year-old wonian 
who lived one block from the campus. Area residents were alarmed 
and frightened. And now, Elon faces even more negative publicity 
with last week’s arrest and conviction of the campus security direc
tor, Allan Nowell, for sex crimes against minors.

All of this certainly reflects poorly on the college. And how the 
public perceives Elon is important to the college’s future. Nothing 
can be done about what has already happened, but something must 
be done to help restore Elon’s previously good reputation. It won’t 
be easy because the bad inevitably outweighs the good in the public’s 
memory.

Therefore, exercising responsibility in actions is in order for 
students, staff, faculty and administrators. The negative news will 
eventually be forgotten, especially if some good news comes to the 
forefront in the meantime.
In the last couple of years, the college has become more image
conscious than ever before. Advertising and marketing strategies have 
been developed to promote Elon as a place to get a good college educa
tion at reasonable cost.

All those efforts are jeopardized by events such as those of the past 
weekend. The college will have to keep plugging away to tell its own 
side of the story, often through its own means. It can’t do anything 
about the daily news media’s emphasis on the negative and bizarre 
(it is interesting that the campaign to improve the qualifications of 
new students has not been found newsworthy by any of the area 
media). At The Pendulum we try to present all the news, good and 
bad, about the college. We’d like to hear from you if you think we 
are emphasizing one kind of news over the other.

—By Jane Kidwell

Classrooms are too hot
While administrators have been working in air-conditioned com

fort for the past week of 90-degree weather, students and teachers 
have been sweltered in the heat of classrooms with no air condition
ing. The unbearable heat has made it difficult for students to concen
trate and certainly for the faculty to teach.

We invite the administrators and the Board of Trustees to sit through 
one 55-minute class. Perhaps if they experience what most students 
and teachers are going through, they would be more willing to air- 
condition the classrooms, regardless of cost.
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Adults should be allowed to drink

A citizen must be at least 18 
years of age to join the military, 
to vote and in some cases to be 
tried as an adult in this country. 
But soon one will have to be 21 
to drink alcoholic beverages in a 
majority of the United States, in
cluding North Carolina, Virginia 
and M aryland. Many state 
legislatures claim to have been 
“ blackmailed” into raising the 
legal drinking age under pressure 
from the Reagan administration, 
which has threatened to withhold 
federal highway funds from states 
that do not increase the drinking 
age.While this economic and 
political pressure on legislators is 
understandable, it is certainly 
discriminatory to make it more 
difficult for these young people to 
get a drink legally.

How can a citizen be expected 
to risk his life in war on behalf 
of a country which does not even 
find him mature enough to drink 
alcohol?

How does the government 
think it can trust 18-year-olds to 
make wise decisions about voting 
for major leaders of the nation 
when it does not trust them to 
make wise decisions about 
drinking?

And how can the government 
expect a citizen of 18 to handle 
himself in adult courts when it 
does not believe he or she can 
even handle alcohol?

Our country’s leaders are con
structing classifications of 
adulthood. How did they arrive at 
these age levels? Isn’t being an 
adult, being an adult?

What makes the drinking age 
more important than the draft , 
age, the voting age and the age of j 
legal prosecution as an adult? | 

No matter what age officials 
decide marks maturity, whether 
î  bf 18 qr ^1^ i( is there that all * 
rights and privileges should be 
extended.
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