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Elon 5 McDowell fills Senate vacancy
By Frank Isley
News Editor

State Rep. Tim McDowell, 
Elon College’s director of public 
relations and publications, has ac
cepted a nomination to replace 
John Jordan as senator from the 
21st State Senate District.

McDowell, who has repre
sented the 25th District in the 
House of Representatives since 
1977, made the announcement at 
a press conference in front of the 

i  Scott Plaza Fountain last Friday 
i  morning.

C. Brooks Gardner, chairman 
of the Senate District Executive 
Committee which nominated 
McDowell, said McDowell was 
a proven campaigner. That, along

with his experience in the General 
Assembly, helped him become 
the committee’s choice over four 
other candidates, Gardner said.

Gardner had said the commit
tee was looking for someone who 
would be a strong candidate for 
the seat in next year’s election. 
McDowell said Friday he will run 
for election to a full two-year 
Senate term next fall.

Form er State Sen. Carey 
Allred, now an Alamance Coun
ty commissioner, is the likely 
Republican candidate for the 
Senate seat. McDowell will fill 
the seat vacated last month when 
former Sen. Jordan pleaded guilty 
and was convicted of extortion, 
bribery and official misconduct.
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Fall Training
The Elon Lacrosse club has been hard at work this week with fall 

training. Above, goalie Chris Bell puts the ball in the air as Coach 
George Taylor inspects the grounds. The team’s first home game will 
be Homecoming Weekend, Oct. 5 at 10 a.m. against Fort Bragg.
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charges which arose from a 
private businessmen’s dispute 
over hydroelectric power in 
southern Alamance County.

Jordan resigned his Senate seat 
and was fined $2,000 and given 
a two-year suspended prison 
term.

McDowell himself had in
troduced the bill which brought 
about a legislative ethics commit
tee complaint against Jordan, 
eventually resulting in Jordan’s 
indictment.

However, McDowell was not 
found guilty of any wrongdoing 
in the matter and says he does not 
believe it will hurt him politically.

“ Serving in the House of 
Representatives for the past eight

years has been the greatest ex
perience in my life,”  McDowell 
said. “ I leave the House with 
mixed emotions.”

However, McDowell said he is 
looking forward to serving in the 
Senate seat for the people of 
Alamance and Caswell Counties 
and he is willing to work hard in 
their best interests.

McDowell said the people in 
the 21st District “ want a senator 
who puts honesty and ethics first 
and petty politics last”  and that 
he is going “ to do his best to be 
the kind of senator the people of 
this district can be proud o f ” 

McDowell graduated from 
Elon College with honors in 
1976.

Trial set for students 
charged in May beating
By Loukia Louka 
Emphasis Editor

The trial of two Elon College 
students, charged with breaking 
into the home of a 76-year-old 
woman last May and beating her 
severely, is scheduled for 10 a.m. 
Sept. 30. Thomas Daniel Bren
nan, of St. Paul, Minn., and Ar
thur Ralph G riffin , of 
Springfield, Va., will be tried in 
the Alamance County Superior 
Court in Graham.

Brennan, a junior at Elon, is 
charged with aggravated assault 
on a handicapped person. Griffin, 
a senior, is charged with first- 
degree kidnapping, burglary, and 
aggravated assault on a handicap
ped f)erson. Investigators have 
sought the handicapped charge 
because of the differences in age

and size between the victim and 
her alleged assailants. The arrest 
warrants note that the victim 
weighed 120 pounds and was 76 
years old, and Griffin weighed 
175 pounds and was 24 years old.

According to arrest warrants, 
Celia T. Hodge was in her West 
Lebanon Street house about 11 ;30 
p.m. the evening of May 2, when 
an intruder broke into her home. 
She was severely beaten, drag
ged outside and beaten further. 
Prosecutors have suggested no 
motive. Hodge was treated for 
broken cheekbones, broken ribs, 
cuts and bruises.

Griffin was charged the morn
ing after the attack; Brennan was 
charged a week later. Brennan’s 
attorney, Harold Dodge, said he 
believes that Brennan was charg
ed because of confusion in

witnesses’ stories, who, accor
ding to Dodge told police that 
Brennan threw Hodge onto a 
fence. Dodge contends that Bren
nan had seen the attack and 
broken up the violence.

In July, an Alamance County 
Superior Court judge denied 
Dodge’s request to move the trial 
to another county. Dodge had 
argued that it would be hard to 
find impartial jurors in Alamance 
County because of news accounts 
of the incident. Alamance Coun
ty District Attorney George Hunt 
argued that the case did not 
receive extraordinary publicity, 
that discussion was focused in 
Elon College. In a recent inter
view, Elon College Police Chief 
Dan Ingle noted that the town of 
Elon College has only 3.5 percent
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