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ITrain rams truck near south campus
by J o h n  H oyle  

E d ito r

A Norfolk-Southern train  en 

route from Salisbury to Raleigh 

traveling 35 m iles p e r  hour 

rammed a p ick-up truck  last 

Thursday. The 11:40 a .m . acci­

dent occurred at the crossing on 

Antioch and T ro llinger avenues.

The driver o f  the truck , Elon 

freshman C hristopher S tam per,

19. was treated on the scene for 

cuts to his forehead and scalp 
area.

Stamper, o f  411 Edinburgh 

Drive, Burlington, was on his 

way home after his 10:30 calculus 

class. “ 1 d idn 't see it com ing" , 

said Stamper. "W h en  I was on 

the tracks 1 heard the horn. I 

a lm ost got out o f  the way. but it 

got my ta il-end", he said, as he

stared and shook his head at his 

father s 1971 red C hevro le t 
pick-up.

Elon police officer Don Lloyd 

reported that Stamper had stop­

ped for the stop sign on Lebanon 

Avenue and was attempting to 

make a right turn onto Antioch 

Avenue when the train hit the 
truck.

ROTC
, rescues 
i family

by A leta S inkfie ld  

S ta ff  W rite r

During one of their regular 

P^sical training (PT) exercises 

Thursday morning, Elon College 

cadets aided in the rescue 

of a family from a burning house 

31 309 O'Kelley St. Inside the 

>use were M ark Bell, his wife 

and th e i r  4 -y e a r-o ld  
•̂ ûghter

Finishing up PT  for that m orn- 

ROTC cadets were getting in­

to formation when Tom Heyden. 

^junior at Elon College, noticed 

coming from  the chim ney

see ROTC pg. 2

Destroyed: Freshman Christopher Stamper's 1971 red Chevrolet pick­

up was totalled when it was hit by a Norfolk-Southern train behind 

the college. Photos by K athy  M eadows

r

T rain  conductor L .W . Miller 

said, “ If  we had hit him on the 

other side, there would have been 

a fatality for sure. I 'm  ju s t glad 

he is o k a y ."  Miller added, " A  lot 

o f  times, people try to beat us, but 

I 'm  not sure if  he even saw u s ."

M iller also stated that the 

train 's horn was blown four times 

before entering the intersection.

Illiteracy: 
a growing 
problem

by K a th y  M eadow s 

M an ag in g  E d ito r

This is the first in a series o f ar­
ticles on social problems on the 
Elon College community.

Each year, m ore A m erican 

adults are  discovered to be il­

literate. According to the New 

York T im es, som e researchers 

have concluded that tens o f  

millions o f  adult A m ericans are 

illiterate o r  barely able to read. O f 

those who can read. 23 million 

read at o r  below the eighth grade 
level.

In recent years, many groups 

and o rg an iza t io n s  have im ­

plemented projects to help solve 

the illiteracy problem s across the 

U .S. G roups such as Reading Is 

Fundamental, Inc. (R .I.E .) target 

children in hopes that they w on 't 

end up as adult statistics.

R .I.F . is a national, non-profit 

organization whose purpose is to 

help children discover the fun and 

develop a habit o f  reading. It also 

encourages parents to play an ac ­

tive role in developing their 

ch ild ren 's  reading habits.

N ew spapers have also taken 

part in the fight for literacy. In 

D ecem ber 1985, the A m erican 

New spaper Association (A N PA )

see ILLITERACY pg. 2

" I f  he d id n 't  see then he heard 

u s , "  M iller said.

According to train engineer 

Larry Carlisle , the 49 -car train 

was put into " e m e rg e n c y .”

" I t  looked like he (Stamper) 

d id n ’t even see us, and I used all 

the  b ra k e s  we h a d . ”  sa id  
Carlisle.

The train was hauling rock and 

was unable to come to a complete 

stop until alm ost half a mile pa.sl 

the intersection o f  the accident.

C arlisle  said. " F ro m  up here 

(in the engine) we d idn 't  feel 

anything; we just heard a  noise. 

Except for two scratches o f  red 

paint on the front, the engine was 

not d am ag ed .”  he added. There 

was. how ever, $150 dam age to a 

crossing sign that was clipped by 

S tam per’s truck.

“If we had hit him 
on the other side, 
it would have been 
a fatality for sure.”

Stam per was later charged for 

“ failure to m ake a m oving safe­

ty ” . His fa th e r’s truck was 

totaled.

S tam per’s w reck was the se ­

cond last week that a Norfolk- 

Southern train was involved with.

Tuesday m orning o f  the same 

week, Joseph Harris, 17, o f  Burl­

ington escaped injury when his 

1979 T oyota  was struck in front 

o f  H arm on A partm ents between 

Gibsonville  and Elon College. 

The accident occurred  on Cook 

road o ff  o f  N .C . 100.

The last train-vehicle accident 

before that was three years ago. 

A local high school girl was kill­

ed when a train  struck her car at 

the intersection o f  Holt and Troll­

inger avenues.


