October 31, 1991

Student struck by car

Suzanne McCrary is upgraded from critical to serious condition

Russ Smith
The Pendulum

On October 18, Elon College senior,
Suzanne English McCrary, 21, was hit by
a car as she tried to cross South Church
Strect ncar Overbrook Drive in
Burlington.

"Over the last 24 hours she had been
upgraded from critical to serious,” UNC
Hospital spokeswoman Liz Baker said
Tuesday. "Scrious condition means that
her vital signs may be unstable and that

she's accutely ill." SR G T

McCrary, the daughter of Charles and
Susan McCrary of Asheboro, N.C., has
been an outstanding student-athlcte. She
was a scholarship tennis player at Pfeiffer
College until transferring to Elon.
McCrary was also an Elon Dcan's list
performer on three occasions.

McCrary, a psychology major, has
planned to be a physical psychologist or a
math teacher.

After arriving in Chapel Hill,
McCrary spent several hours in surgery.
Doctors placed her in a barbiturate-induced
coma to minimize her bodily movements

Due to the extent of McCrary's
injurics and family requests, Baker would
not comment on the patient's prognosis or
hcw long she would be in the hospital.

At approximately 12:30 Friday
morning, McCrary and some of her friends
were Icaving Ham's Restaurant.
Witnesses say McCrary crossed the
castbound lane of Church Strect and was
hit by a 1986 Honda, driven by Teresa
Ann Byrd, 27, a resident of Burlington.

The collision occured in the right hand
side of thc westbound lanes.

McCrary was taken from the scenc to
Alamance Memorial Hospital. She was
then airlifted to University Hospitals in
Chapel Hill where she was treated for
massivce internal injuries.

The Burlington Police report indicated
that Byrd refused a breathalyzer test in
the incident and was subsequently charge
with driving while impaired.

and the swelling in her brain due to the
injurics.

Byrd, who knew McCrary from
participating in the same women's softball
league, pulled out of Overbrook Drive and
apparcntly didn't see McCrary.

Laura Case, a close fricnd of
McCrary's, said the victim has been
making progress although being in a
coma.

"Her eyes are reacting to light, and

she is responding to touch, " Case said
Monday. "The doctors were to start testing
on her brain stem to evaluate the extent
of her ncurological injurics."

According to Case, McCrary's doctors
aren't sure whether or not the movements
Were just nervous reactions.

If McCrary's condition were to
worscn, Byrd could face such charges as
death by motor-vehicle, or accidental
manslaughter.

Lt. Randy Jones of the Burlington
Police traffic department said that the
chances of Byrd facing stiff penaltics is
not likely.

"If her (McCrary's) condition worsens,
it'll be up to the arresting officer to take
his rcport to the District Attorney," Joncs
said. "The D.A. would then decide whether
or not to pursuc further charges.

"This case was accidental, though,” he
said. "In North Carolina, accidental
manslaughter is only a misdemeanor
penaity.”

Before you pre-register...

EXPLORE THE WORLD
OF STUDY ABROAD.

Jim Barbour seeks answer to 1992

European economic unification in
London, Brussels, Paris, and Lisbon.
Wants Companions!

INFORMATI

Richard McBride looks at poverty
in Mexico, builds a house in
Poza Rica and tours Mexico City.

Needs help!

AVAILABLE

Perry Gnivecki provides
experience in archaeological
field work on San Salvador Island.
Want Serious Diggers!

ON AND APPLICATION .

ALAMANCE

Victoria Fischer searches ancient
Mayan ruins, Belizean art
world and beaches of Cay Caulker.
Invites Participants!
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