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Oklalionia!" cast members take the stage tonight
Jen Avery and Troy Pittman share past experiences

Eric R. Satter
Reporter

Senior J e n n i f e r  A v e r y  n e v e r  

sang before c o m i n g  lo  E lo n  C o l 

lege, bul n o w  h a s  t h e  l e a d  r o l e  in 

Ihe Wes tern  m u s ic a l  “ O k l a h o m a ! ” 

i "I n ev e r  s a n g  b e f o r e  w h e n  I

■ came to E lon ,  bu t  I h a v e  d a n c e d  a 

lot." A very  sa id .

! After  a u d i t i o n m g  f o r  " F i d d l e r

I on the R o o F ’ as  a  f r e s h m a n  A v e r y  

decided to ta k e  v o i c e  l e s s o n s  w i th  

; Catherine M c N e e l a ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  

Elan. M c N e e la  " ju s t  t a u g h t  m e  a n d  

molded m e  as  a  s i n g e r  a n d  a n  a c 

tress.”

D u r i n g  h e r  

s o p h o m o r e  y e a r  

Avery  w a s  i n 

volved in all  t h e  

musicals,  but w a s  

u n ce r ta in  a b o u t  

what h e r  g o a l s  

were.

“At first,  I to ld  

myself i t’s ok  tha t  I 

can't sing, b e c a u s e  

I'm such a  g o o d

Jancer. B u t  I w a s  s i c k  o f  s a y i n g  

,hat because I w a s n ’t t h a t  m u c h  o f  

a d a n c e ra n y m o r e  b e c a u s e  I w a s n ’t 

dancing p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  a n d  1 w a s  

very f ru s t ra ted ,"  A v e r y  s a id .  “ 1 

told m yse lf  th a t  it w a s  t i m e  th a t  1 

bite Ihe bul le t .  I w o u l d  h a v e  to  

either d rop  o u t  o r  g o  al l  th e  w a y . ”

After  th a t  s u m m e r ,  A v e r y  

came b a c k  t o  E l o n  a n d  t o l d  

McNeela tha t  s h e  d e c i d e d  th a t  s h e  

really w an ted  to  be  a  s e r i o u s  s i n g e r  

and dancer.

Avery th e n  g o t  th e  f e m a l e  l e a d  

in “Into T h e  W o o d s , ”  w h i c h  s h e  

said "was o n e  o f  th e  g r e a t e s t  t h i n g s  

that ever h a p p e n e d "  to  h e r .  “ It w a s  

a show that  o n l y  s t r o n g  s i n g e r s  

could get in t o , " A v e r y  sa id .

Avery w o n  a n  a w a r d  w i t h  th e

N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  T e a c h e r s  

o f  S i n g i n g ,  w h i c h  h a d  b u i l t  u p  h e r  

c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  m a d e  h e r  w o r k  

h a r d e r .  S h e  t h e n  a p p e a r e d  in 

" C r i m e s  o t  T h e  H e a r t "  w h e r e  s h e  

m e t  T r o y  P i t t n j a n  a n d  o t h e r  p e o p l e  

w h o  a r e  s t a r r i n g  in “ O k l a h o m a ! "  

t h i s  y e a r .

“ M y  s e n i o r  y e a r  w a s  a n o t h e r  

tes t  fo r  m e ,  b e c a u s e  o f  D i r e c t o r  

P a u l  K e r r . . w h o  I ’v e  e n j o y e d  w o r k 

in g  w i t h  v e r y  m u c h , ”  A v e r y  sa id .  

“ P a u l  is  v e r y  o b j e c t i v e  a n d  1 w a s  

v e r y  n e r v o u s  b e c a u s e  h e  d i d n ’t r e 

a l l y  k n o w  w h a t  I c o u l d  d o  a n d  tha t

I w a s a g a i n s t  a  lot o f  t a l e n te d  p e o p le .

“ A u d i t i o n  c u t s  fo r  “ O k l a -  

h o m a ! "  r an  v e r y  clo.se to  a  100

p e o p l e  a n d  it 

w a s  v e r y  i n 

t e n s e .  I d id  no t  

k n o w  w h o  w a s  

to  g o i n g  h a v e  the 

l e a d  f e m a l e  ro le ,  

b e c a u s e  P a u l  

t o o k  th e  a u d i 

t i o n s  in a to ta l ly  

n e w  d i r e c t i o n , ” 

A v e r y  sa id .  " A t

Eric R. Satter
Reporter

S o p h o m o r e  T r o y  P i t t m a n  w il l  

o n c c  a g a i n  t a k e  the  s t a g e  a s  a  lead  

c a s t  m e m b e r  in a n  E lo n  C o l l e g e  

p r ix lu c t io n .

T o n i g h t  P i t t m a n  w i l l  p o r t r a y  

th e  s w a g g e r i n g  c o w b o y  in th e  m u 

s ic a l  p r i x lu c t io n  o f  “ O k l a h o m a ! "

P i t t m a n  h a s  b e e n  a  p a r t  o f  

d r a m a  t h e a t r e  fo r  n in e  y e a r s  w i th  

h i s  f i rs t  a p p e a r a n c e  in a  m u s i c a l  

r e v i e w  c a l l e d  " B e a u t i f u l  C i t y "  at 

a g e  10. D u r i n g  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  h e  h a s  

b e e n  m  c l o s c  to  3 0  p l a y s  w h i c h  

i n c l u d e  “T h e  M u s i c  M a n . "  " O u r

J e n  A ve r y  c a l l - b a c k s  I w a s  

j u s t  p e t r i f i e d ,  b e c a u s e  th e  a u d i t i o n s  

c o u l d  h a v e  g o n e  s e v e r a l  w a y s  a n d  

I ’m  v e r y ,  v e r y  h o n o r e d  for b e in g  

g i v e n  th e  l e a d  f e m a l e  ro le  b e c a u s e  

I k n o w  th a t  t h e  c a l i b e r  o f  t h e  w h o l e  

c h o r u s  o f  w o m e n  is s t r o n g . ”

A v e r y  w a n t s  to  g e t  a  m a s t e r  o f  

f ine  a r t s  in m u s i c  t h e a t r e  a n d  e v e n 

tu a l ly  t e a c h  at  a  u n i v e r s i t y  a n d  g e t  

a j o b  v e r y  s i m i l a r  to  R o s e m a r y  

H o w a r d ’s c h o r e o g r a p h i n g  j o b  

w h i c h  i n v o l v e s  s i n g i n g ,  d a n c i n g  

a n d  a c t in g .

“T h e  m o r e  I le a rn ,  th e  m o r e  I 

r e a l i z e d  tha t  I w il l  n e v e r  k n o w  e v -  

e r y t h i n g a n d  i t ’s g o i n g  to ta k e  y e a r s  

b e f o r e  I k n o w  e n o u g h  to  st a r t  m o l d 

in g  o t h e r  p e o p l e .  T h e  s t r o n g e r  I 've 

g r o w n ,  t h e  m o r e  h u m b l e  I 'v e  b e 

c o m e . . . ”  A v e r y  sa id .

T o w n , ”  “ S o u t h  P a 

c i f i c ”  a n d  o n e  c o m 

m u n i t y  p lay .

“ T h e  h i g h  

s c h o o l  I c a m e  f ro m  

in F a i r fa x ,  V a .  w a s n ’t 

m a i n l y  fo r  t h e  p e r 

f o r m i n g  a r t s ,  bu t  th e  

d e p a r t m e n t  w a s  s o  

b ig  th a t  it fe lt  a s  if  

e v e r y o n e  w a s  I n 

v o lv e d .  T h e r e  w a s  a  lot of t r a i n i n g  

tha t  I h a d  in h i g h  s c h o o l  t h a t  h e l p e d  

m e  w h e n  1 g o t  to  E lo n  las t y e a r , "  

P i t t m a n  sa id .

"I  w a s  c x c i t c d  c o m i n g  in a s  a 

f r e s h m a n  a n d  r e a l i z i n g  th a t  in j u s t  

th e  f i rs t  w e e k  o f  s c h o o l  t h a t  I g o t  a 

le a d  r o l e  in a  m u s i c a l  a n d  g o t  in to  

E la n  a n d  it w a s j u s t  a m a z i n g  —  l ike  

1 c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  tha t  a l l  o f  th is  

w a s  h a p p e n i n g . ”

A l t h o u g h  P i t t m a n  is in  h i s  s e c 

o n d  y e a r  at  E lo n ,  h e  is r e g i s t e r e d  a s  

a  j u n i o r  s i n c e  h e  t a k e s  a b o u t  2 0  

c r e d i t  h o u r s  p e r  s e m e s t e r .

" T h e  r e a s o n  w h y  I w a n t  to 

g r a d u a t e  n e x t  y e a r  is b e c a u s e  I w a n t  

to  b e  p a r t  o f  a  m a j o r  d r a m a  p r o 

g r a m  at  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a  

to  g e t  a  M F A  ( m a s t e r  o f  f ine  a r t s ) ,

a l s o  t h e  g r a d u a t e  .schtHils w i l l  o n ly  

a c c e p t  p e o p l e  e v e r y  t h r e e  y e a r s  a n d  

i f  I g r a d u a t e d  th e  y e a r  I ’m  sup -  

|K).scd to— I w o u l d  h a v e  m i s s e d  the  

p r o g r a m  b y  a y e a r — a n d  the  o d d s  

I ' m  u p  a g a i n s t  to  g e t  in to  t h e  p r o 

g r a m  at t h e  L ln iv e r s i ty  o f  V i r g i n i a  

IS e i g h t  m e n  to  th e  res t  o f  the  w o r l d ”  

T r o y  s a id  h e  is a c t u a l l y  s a v i n g  

h is  p a r e n t s  $  12 , 0 0 0  by  o v e r l o a d i n g  

h i s  c l a s s e s .

S o  fa r  h is  d r a m a  e x p i ' n e n c c  at 

E lo n  h a s  i n c l u d e d  p l a y i n g  th e  ro le  

o f  J a c k  in " I n t o  th e  W o o d s , "  A s s i s 

t a n t  D i r e c t o r  w i t h  " C r i m e s  o f  T h e  

H e a r t "  a n d  h is  r e c c n t  le a d  ro le  as  

C u r l y  in  “ O k l a h o m a ! "

P h i s  IS 

a c t u a l l y  

P i t t m a n ’s s e c 

o n d  a p p e a r 

a n c e  in “O k l a 

h o m a ! "  H i s  

f i r s t  a p p e a r 

a n c e  w a s  in 

h i g h  s c h o o l  

w h e r e  h e  took  

t h e  r o l e  o f

T ro y  P i t tm a n  * f<>y

s a id  th a t  a  le a d  ro le  h a s  m u c h  m o r e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a n  a  ro le  in the 

c h o r u s

" I  l o v e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  th e  c a s t  

a n d  m y - Q i r e c t o r  P a u l  K err .  I lo v e  

t h e m  b e c a u s e ,  lo  m e ,  " O k l a h o m a ! ” 

i s m o r c l h a n j u s t a s h o w .  I t ’s s o m e 

th i n g  I feel  t h a t  e v e r y  p e r s o n  w h o  

c o m e s  to  th e  s h o w  c a n  re l a t e  t o  o n e  

o l  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  in s o m e  p a r t  o f  

t h e i r  l iv e s  a n d  I t h i n k  tha t  m o s t  

p e o p l e  w o u l d  fail  to  r e a l i / e  th is  

becau .se  t h e y  d id  no t  o r  w o u l d  no t  

g o  lo  the  s h o w . ”

ON
THE

SCENE

9

Our Choice ^

■  C o n n e l l s  h e a d l i n e  R o l l i n g  S t o n e  

N e w  M u s i c  T o u r  at T h e  R i i /  m 

R a le i g h  N o v .  4.

■  S e v e n  S e c o n d s  w il l  p l a y  at 

C a t ' s  C r a d l e  in C a r r b o r o  N o v .  7

Ensemble [

■  T h e  K n i a n o n s .  E lo n  C o l l e g e ' s  

I J a / . /  E n s e m b l e  wil l  p e r f o r m  N o v

8 in M c C r a r y  T h e a t re .

J T h e y  w i l l  p l a y  c o n i e m p t i r a r y  

a n d  t r a d i t io n a l  ja/. / . f r o m  th e  b ig  

I b a n d  b tn iks .

T h e  e v e n t  is f ree a n d  o p e n  to  

I p u b l i c

Heading  To Concerts

"Oklahoma!"
Tonight til Sat. 8;p.m. 

Sun. 2 p . i t r i . ' 
McCrary Theater

||Homecoming weekend:

Those funky '70s groovin' events
Money drive and Voting in 
Lonp:

E a c h  o r g a i n i z a t i o n  w i l l  c o l l e c t  

m o n e y  t o d a y  a n d  t o m o r r o w  fo r  

A l a m a n c e  C o a l i t i o n  O n  A d o l e s 

c e n t  P r e g n a n c y .

V o t i n g  f o r  H o m e c o m i n g  q u e e n  

a n d  k i n g  w i l l  a l s o  b e  h e ld  t o d a y .  

T h e  w i n n e r s  w i l l  be  a n n o u n c e d  at 

th e  f o o tb a l l  g a m e  o n  S a tu r d a y .

Tonight:

T h e m e  N i g h t  C o m p e t i t i o n  w il l  

b e  h e ld  in  W h i t l e y  A u d i t o r i u m  at  

7  p .m .

T i c k e t s  a r e  $ 2  a n d  s e a t i n g  in 

W h i t l e y  is l im i te d .

Friday

" F r i d a y  F e s t "  a t  S c o t t  P l a z a  w il l  

b e g i n  a t  7  p .m .

in c lu d e :  a  p e p  r a l l y , f i r e w o r k s ,  a 

c o m e d i a n  a n d  a  p e r f o r m a n c e  by  

D a k k o t a .

S a t u r d a y :

F l o a t  c o m p e t i t i o n  a n d  a  p a r a d e  

w i l l  b e g i n  a t  10 a .m .  o n  H a g g a r d  

A v e n u e .

A  f o o b a l l  g a m e  w i l l  b e  h e l d  a t  2 

p .m .  a t  M e m o r i a l  S t a d i u m .

I  ■  S e x  P o l i c e  w il l  p la y  at C a t ' s  

C r a d l e  in C a r r b o r o  N o v .  5.

H  J i i d y b a t - s  a n d  L I K  w il l  p la y  at 

I Z ig g y ' s  in W i n s t o n - S a l e m  N o v .  9

I  P r o n g ,  C l u t c h  a n d  D r o w n  w il l  

I p e r f o r m  at Z ig g y ' s  in  W i n s t o n - S a 

l e m  N o v .  10.

■  S o u t h e r n  C u l t u r e  o n  t h e  S k i d s  

J w il l  p l a y  a t  C a t ' s  C r a d l e  in C a r r b o r o  

I N o v .  11.

D a v e  M a t h e w s  H a n d  wi l l  p la y  

I at W a k e  F o re s t  N o v .  I I ,

I J v e  a n d  VVeczer  ( w i t h  T h e  

F a l i m a  M a n s i o n s )  wi l l  p e r f o r m  at 

I TTie R i t z  in R a l e i g h  N o v .  12.

P u r p l e  S c h o o l  l l u s  wil l  pe r f  o r m  

I at  T h e  L i g h t h o u s e  N o v .  16.

V i o l e n t  F e m m e s  wi l l  p l a y  at 

I U N C  C h a p c l  Hi l l  N o v .  15.

Meli.s.sa K t h e r i d g e  w il l  p e r f o r m  

I a t  L J V M  C o l i s e u m  in W i n s t o n - S a 

lem  N o v .  22

\ / l t  The M ovies

G r a h a m  C i n e m a  ( 2 2 6 - I 4 K 8 ) :  

F o re s t  G u m p

I T e r r a c e  T h e a t e r  ( 2 2 8 -1 9 X 1 ) ;

E x i t  lo  E d e n ,  J a s o n ' s  L y r i c s ,  L i l l i e  

I G i a n t s ,  L o v e  A f fa i r ,  T h e  R iv e r  

I W i l d ,  T h e  S p e c i a l i s t  a n d  W e s  

C r a v e n ' s  N e w  N i g h t m a r e ,


