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Top French AIDS Researcher to Open NY Center

NEW YORK — The co-dis-
coverer of the virus that causes
AIDS is moving much of his re-
search base from the famous Pasteyr
Institute in Paris to a publicly run
New York City college, officialg
said Friday.

A spokesperson for Queens
College, part of the City University
of New York, confirmed that Lyc
Montagnier would begin running a
new AIDS research center in Octo-
ber.

He said the college, which does
not have a medical school, would
construct new buildings and labo-

ratories on the Flushmg campus in
the borough of Queens.
“Professor Montagnier’s re-
search will focus on developing a
vaccine with the aim of eliminating
the AIDS epidemic,’”’ said Ron

Cannava, director of college rela-

tions.

"He will lead AIDS research
and other viral research, specifi-
cally toward developing new com-
binations of medications to reduce
the multiplication of the virus that
causes AIDS but that would render
the virus harmless although still
inside the body."

Scientists are searching for
vaccines and simpler treatments for
the usually fatal disease that would
notrequire patients to take medica-
tions for life.

The current "cocktails” of drug.

combinations are expensive and out
of reach for sufferers in developing
countries and many in the United
States and Europe.

- Montagnier, 64, will still run a
laboratory at the Pasteur Institute
and will continue as president of
the World Foundation for AIDS
researchand Prevention, anonprofit
group with centers in France and

the Ivory Coast.

The New York Times Friday
quoted Montagnier as saying the
foundation had long wanted to open
a research program in North
America. "New York is the center
of the disease,”’ he told the paper,
referring to the city’s high rates of
people infected with the Human
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV),
which causes Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS).

"There are already many
skilled scientists working there and
also so many patients. I am very
glad that Queens College has al-

lowed me to start this in New York,
which has the highest incidence of
AIDS in the United States.”’

The new facility will be called
the Center of Molecular and Cellu-
lar Biology and is the brainchild of
David Salick, a doctor turned busi-
nessman who donated $4.5 million
to the project.

The college will raise $15 mil-
lion from private companies, mostly
pharmaceutical manufacturers, and
$15 millionin matching funds from
New York state, the spokesman
said.
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