April 16, 1998

i

sk PENDULUM

Informing the Elon College Community

Editor in Chief Reporters
Michelle Cater Leann Alfred
=5 I]Eaun;jenl lélgge The Pendulum, founded
News Editor endal Guinn a3 y :
Julie Koch Patrick Donovgm m 1974’ 1S p“thhed by
Carolyn Lampila Elon students.

Features Editor

Adrienne Lorusso

Giselle Pole Andrea Stoffer
Sports Editor Sports Reporters Address all
nrissie Taylor {rox A&mn_s correspondence to:
e is
A & E Editor Chris Marge The Pendulum
Erik Akelaitis 7012 C B
A & E Reporters ANPUS DX
Opinions Editor Brie Bittenbender Elon College, N.C.
Carrie Lancos$ Jonathon Jackson >
A Katisha Hayes 27244,
Photo Editor Jada Moore
Jenny Jarnecke 3
Photograph : :
Online Editor Ehal :f;%pe heLs - Phone: (336) 584-2331
Jeff Sanders Civsiatpope | Fax: (336) 584-2467
il D .
Advertising Manager EgiliMachonne E-mail:
Cathy Woclfel Advertising pendulum@numenelonedu
Andy Dietnch 2 )
l(\)dﬂ;l'ce N#,anager ? Web page:
elissa Pasternac Columnists ;
sl }hch Blomaquist http://www.elon.edu/
ason Dennis
Byung Lee Andrew Hludzenski Hep G enduitn
Ethan Pell

Art Director

John Turlingt
Andrew Brickey Ao

The social trauma of an Elon ID

Rich Blomquist

Pendulum Columnist
blomr7d0@numen.elon.edu

Every time I look at my Elon
College ID card, I feel like I’ ve been
had- and I mean that in the biblical
sense of the word.

I pay the school more than
$7,000 each semester, butElon can’t
even give me a quality ID.

The photo on the front of my
Elon card is a puffy little square
thanks to a third-rate lamination job.

Want to know my name?
You’ll have to flip the card over.
Someone withaCommodore 64 dot-
matrix printer stamped it on the back.

And let me tell you, “Richard
D. Blomquist” has neverlooked more
dignified.

_ I could probably make a bet-
ter-looking ID with an index card, a

_ crayon, and a box of Saran Wrap.

Most Elon students don’t feel
cheated when they look at their ID
cards. Of course, most of you don’t
know what it feels like to have an ID
that you can be proud of.

I attended Georgia Tech for
two semesters. Even thoughIdon’t
go there anymore, I keep the ID that
they gave me in my wallet.

And what a gem it is! My
name, picture, and Social Security
number are all on the front of the
card, along with my old e-mail ad-

dress and campus box.

And it’s not even laminated!
All of this useful information is
etched directly into the plastic. This
process keeps a Georgia Tech ID
looking brand-new for years, even
if its owner is expelled for assault-
ing the school mascot.

I said that I was sorry. I
guess I just freaked out when I saw
that giant bumblebee running
around on the basketball court.

Having a Georgia Tech card
islikebeingin “The Player’s Club.”
If you bring the ID to any respect-
able hotel in Reno or Atlantic City,
you’ll get a room with a heart-
shaped Jacuzzi and a free continen-
tal breakfast.

Try getting that with an Elon
card.

I’ ve suppressed my hatred of
Elon IDs foralongtime, butIcan’t
keep quiet any longer. My Elon ID
is actually starting to ruinmy social
life.

Last Thursday Itraveled with
some school-friends to a popular
Raleigh dance club for a night of
merry-making and debauchery. I
knew I was in trouble the instant I
saw that Mars was spelled with an
extra R and a Z instead of a S.

How clever.

It was “college night” at the
club, soIonly brought my Elon ID
and five dollars. Ididn’t need any

wallet slowing down my Electric
Slide.

The bouncer took one look at
my warped Elon card and accused
me of forgery.

“Why is this picture so puffy,
son?” He actually thought thatI was
under eighteen and had produced a
counterfeit ID in order to get into
Marrz.

He said that he wasn’t going
to et me in until I showed him my
driver’s license and I didn’t have it
with me.

Of course, all of my friends
had their licenses with them. So
they went inside and I spent one of
the most depressing hours of my life
wandering around Raleigh.

Atonepoint, I was approached
by a band of ruffians but I quickly
recited some Ice Cube lyrics and
was allowed to pass.

My friends eventually con-
vinced one of the Nobel Prize-win-
ning bouncers to let me into the
club. The night was not a complete
failure, asIspenta whole hour watch-
ing middle-aged jean jacket enthu-
siasts try to pick up high-school stu-
dents.

My shoddy Elon ID nearly
kept me from a night of grinding
into complete strangers. If Elon
wants to join the nation’s elite learn-
ing institutions, it will have to start
giving out better ID cards.
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Katie Ruoff, sophomore: I
think it would be a good if if they
could have it over the phone be-
cause I think it’s a hassle for people
who have classes and stuff like
that. I got shut out of one of my
classes, but I'm near the end of the
alphabet, so I did okay.

Do you think the registration process is fair? What would you do to change it?

Rick Boone, sophomore:
Yeah, I think so. My name begins
witha “B” so sometimes I get com-
pletely shafted, but other times you
get hooked up, so it kind of evens
outforme. ThistimeIgotscrewed,
but the time before I got what I
needed. ,

Courtney  Bradford,
sophomore: Yeah, I think so. It
works better than if they did first-
come, first-served. I think it’s
pretty fair since they alternate it. I
think it’s fine. It sucks if you’re a
freshman, but once you’re a junior
or senior you get the classes you
want. It all evens out.

Amy Grzeskiewicz, freshman: Yeah, it’s fair enough. There’s really nothing you can change about it.
They could offer more classes in some subjects, though. -
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