September 24, 1998

~ Allright, that’s it. We can’t take this crap one minute longer.

If we hear one more word about President Clinton, Monica
Lewmsky ot Kenneth Starr, we will collectively wet ourselves.
__ The majority of The Pendulum staffis made up of journalism and
communications majors Some of us are political science, history or
international studies majors or minors as well.

This means that the Climton Affair is the only thing we have
discussed in our classes over the last few weeks.

Now that the smutty reject Danielle Steele novel they’ve been
trying to pass offas the Starr Report went public, and the President s little
televised squirm-fest aired on Monday, can’t it just end?

Bill Clinton has suffered enough, Hillary Rodham Clinton has
suffered enough, Chelsea Clinton has suffcred enough and hy God the
Amerxcan public has suffered enough. -

. At thxs pomt we don tcare if the Pres:dent gets 1mpeached We
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Opinions |

Presidential search no easy task

Anytime change occurs,
people tend to get nervous, ask lots
of questions and start thinking about
their future.

This is no more apparent than
when there is a change in the Chief
Executive, in our case, the college
prestdent.

On Dec. 31, 1998, Dr. Fred
Young will retire. As much as we
love him, it’s time for him to step
down after twenty-five years of ser-
vice. Then, Leo Lambert or Tho-
mas Flynn will be named the eighth
president of Elon College.

Believe it or not, the
Presidental Search Committee,
which helped to bring these two
candidates to Elon, worked dili-
gently, made many tough decisions
and still got criticized.

Can you believe people got
mad when we wouldn’t tell them
who applied? Can you believe
people wondered why these gentle-
men came from Millikin University
and University of Wisconsin-
LaCrosse and not from Harvard and
Princeton?

It is amazing when you hear
people discuss their own conspiracy
theories about the search.

Let me give you a little in-
sight into the makeup of the com-
mittee. Trustees, staff, parents, fac-
ulty, alumni and of course me, a
student.

A diverse crowd with one
common bond: The love for Elon
College.

Not one person had their per-
sonal agenda. Nobody dictated who
would be the new president, and
most shocking of all, I
even got to be a fullyE
participating member o
the committee.

Mark Richter
SGA Executive

President
richm5s0@elon.edu

At first T thought,
“What do these Trustees
care about Elon College?” Boy was
I wrong!

I have never seen a collective
body of people who cared so much
for Elon College.

Noel Allen brought the group
together in a way where everyone
had equal input. Mel Palmer and
John Sullivan brought great wis-
dom to the group when we thought
a decision was never going to be
reached.

Don Lopes, who helped with
another search committee at Bryant
College, gave valuable advice. Nan
Perkins, Gerald Whittington and
Nancy Midgette brought a wide ar-
ray of insight from their collective
years in higher education.

The bottom line is that this

committee has done an outstanding
job. The next time you see Gerald,
Nancy, Nan or John or one of the
Trustees on campus, thank them for
all the hard work they have done
because, believe me, it’s something
you would not want to take
f on by yourself.
January 1, 1999 will
imark a new beginning for
lon College. Although it
will be a new beginning,
i please remind Dr. Flynn and
{ Dr. Lambert of what makes
1 Elon a special place.
Please do not criticize
these gentlemen until you
have a chance to meet them when
they come to Elon next week. They
are wonderful individuals.

1 was reminded of something
last week by a professor I once had.

Shetold me, “Mark, isdoesn’t
matter if in the end these people
turn out to be the wrong choices for
Elon College, just so long as the
process was fair, honest and open.”

That made me think thateven
if we made the wrong choice (which
I suspect we didn’t), the process
that we used to select these indi-
viduals was right.

1 know Dr. Lambert and Dr.
Flynn will be reading this, so I'd
like to extend a warm welcome to
them from the Elon College com-
munity. We hope you like it here.

Stacey Henderson, senior:
Ithink she should be someone who
listens to the students, one who
pays attention to what needs to be
done around campus and one who
will keep the Vision going. We
need someone who will carry it on
and not let it go to pieces.

Travis Morrow, sopho-
more: The new president should
look to keep the vision that we have
now and look to strengthen it as we
come into the new millenium. And
he should be a nice guy.

Burton Kesler, sopho-
more: He has to be interested in
the progress of the school, he has
to be able to interact with the stu-
dents and he has to be friendly, of
course.

life, not just academics.

Andrea Henderson, freshman: It should be someone who is sincere and someone who means what they
say. Someone who will bring some life into Elon College. It should be someone who is interested in our social

Cris Montalvo, freshman: They would have to be approachable, somebody you can talk to and someone
who gets out therc among the students.
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