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Helvey makes the important things matter

Hillary Sherman
The Pendulum

Imagine your teacher required 

you to meet with her for ten to 
fifteen minutes at the beginning of 
the semester to “get to know you.”

Then picture yourself enter­
ing her office, looking around and 
wondering what you’ve gotten your­
self into as you sit yourself down.

Then the first question comes, 

“What’s your story?”
For s tu d en ts  in L au ra  

H elvey’s political science and 
women's studies classes this isn’t a 

fantasy, it’s reality.
Helvey has taught political 

science, international relations, 
comparative politics and politics of 

Europe and Asia at Elon for the last 

six years.
And like many of the stories 

Helvey evokes from her students 
with her question during their inter­

view, her life is full of rich and 
exciting activities.

Upon graduating from high 

school Helvey entered Duke Uni­
versity.

After her first year, she de­

cided the Blue Devils 
weren't for her and 
transferred to Emory 
University in Georgia 
where she majored in 
political communica­

tion.
She later went 

on to get her doctor­
ate from Stanford.

In addition to 

teaching, Helvey con­
tributes to the Elon 
community in many 

ways.
As an adviser to 

M odel United N a­
tions, she takes stu­
dents to conferences 
and performs simula­

tion sessions for Glo­
bal Experiences each 

semester.

W ork ing  w ith  p o l i t i c a l
this group has lead_________ _
Helvey to discern that Elon stu­
dents are "wonderful, and if you 
demand a lot they will usually come 

through.”
Helvey will be an adviser for 

SPECTRUM, a group designed to

Jenny Jarnece/T/je Pendulum 
science professor Laura Helvey talks with a student.

support gay and lesbian students, 

for the third time this year.
“I just feel that they should 

be treated like humans too,” Helvey 

said, “and this organization is de­

signed to support them and to teach

awareness.
Helvey devotes much of her 

time to her role as President of the 

Board of Directors for Child Care 

Resource and Referral.
As a parent of two young

children, Helvey involves herself 
with this organization which looks 
to ensure that quality and afford­
able childcare is available for par­

ents of the area.
Helvey’s devout love of poli­

tics has also led her to get involved 
in the Alamance W oman’s Political 

Caucus.
Currently, Helvey is also ed­

iting a book through the Carter Cen­
ter about the role of television in 

democracy.
Her former involvement with 

the Carter administration is helping 

her cause.
Helvey enjoys playing recre­

ational tennis every once in a while, 
but “honestly, I don’t have much 

time to,” she said.
In the future Helvey hopes to 

do more work on democratization, 
especially the aspects associated 
with a free press and media.

Her desire for her future at 

Elon is to “be a good teacher and 
give students the tools necessary to 

make a difference.”
“I want my students to be able 

to go out and do something mean­

ingful,” Helvey said.
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Career Dictionary: Reciprocity
Reciprocity is a term used in Job Search discussions to 

convey a mutual exchange of services or information. Let s 
look at a real-life scenario: As an Elon graduate, personal 
interests or family responsibilities may require that you initiate 
a long-distance job search. Where do you begin?

Your Career Advisor can help you find job search 
resources that may be available to you through other college or 
university career centers. Here’s how reciprocity works, 
nationwide, colleges and umversities maintain 
INDIVIDUALIZED policies on job search services that they 
make available to “outside” graduates. Each career center will 
decide which services are available, the duration of services,

and any fees involved.
If you are interested in participating in a college-sponsored 

job fair in your home town, wondering how to subscribe to a 
Job Vacancy listing from the University of Ohio, or curious 
about meeting with a Career Advisor at peorgeto^^m 
University, the Elon Career Center can request Reciproca 

services for you.
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But you want 

to work in 

another area 

of the country,

Where do you begin to look?
Try our website www.elon.edu/careers and dick on 

"Career Resources on the Internet"
Begin with . . .

Catapult Career Mosiac Career Path

E-SPAN ]obDirect ]ob Find

]obtrai( (call for password) JobWeb The Riley Guide

(Search for job listings ♦  Research companies ♦  Get career info)
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