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Opinions

Calling home is not a help

The other day I was reminisc-
ing with a high school buddy about
the time we were caught with a
bottle of rum on a trip to Puerto
Rico with my high school Spanish
class.

The Monday after we gotback
from the trip, we returned to school
only to have the principal summon
my friend and I to his office to
question us on the incident. When
1 got to the principal’s office, I saw
my father, who was president of our
Board of Education at the time,
walking out of the office.

Since my father was aware of
the incident and not terribly upset
with me, I thought that he was try-
ing to help me out.

It turns out that my father was
actually requesting that the princi-
pal give me a tough sentence to
“teach me a lesson.” ;

It turned out that even during
my high school days I was quite
politically savvy, so I was able to
B.S. my way out of any punish-
ment.

Theinteresting thing was that
my father was advocating a strict
punishment for me, his own flesh
and blood, and I couldn’t be hap-
pier.

One thing that I have come to
realizeis that my parents nevershel-
tered me, pampered me when I

didn’t deserve it, or come to my
defense when I was obviously
wrong.

If they taught me anything, it
was that I would make mistakes and
the only one who would be
accountable for them was
me

Mark Richter
SGA Executive

President
richm5s0@elon.edu

Sure, Papa Richter
could have tried to get mef
out of a punishment, but what |
would that have taught me?

Yes, it would have taught me
that I could get away with murder
and Mom and Dad would come to
my defense.

But then again, how would I
become this brilliant politician if I
was never taught to defend myself
and my actions?

The other day I spoke with a
friend of mine who complained
about a problem she was having on
campus. [ asked her how she was
dealing with it.

She responded that her father
had made a few calls and every-
thing is now working out fine.

Since she was afriend, I asked
her, “What, if when you are work-
ing at your job, the boss reprimands
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you for being constantly late?”

“Daddy’s company wouldn’t
do that,” she responded.

That confirmed it for me.
Were all Elon students like this?
No, of couse not. I
know plenty of
people were dropped
off here four years
ago and haven’t seen
heir family since.

It seemed all
too often that I see
students who rely too
much on others when
|they make mistakes.

I'm currently
taking a class in which I am very far
behind on the assignments (and
probably should be doing them in-
stead of this column).

Instead of crying to my won-
derful professor, I am taking things
like an adult and hoping we can
work things out. I know I will
suffer for my mistakes, but I am
mature enough to accept the conse-
quences.

While you are a student here,
or later in life, when you get into a
predicament and it seems easy to
call home, just think of what a dis-
service you are doing to yourselves.

Sometimes it is more admi-
rable to stand up for yourself, you’ll
be glad you did.

Academics

Michael Hazel, sopho-
more: An academic challenge is
simply something that tests your
ability to think or think methodi-
cally. It’s good nutrition for the
brain.

Mandie Danielski, fresh-
man: An academic challenge is
something that requires a lot of
thought, alot of research, probably
a lot of writing, something that I
find I need help with. Anacademic
challenge would be something that
I really need people to teach me.

Emily Ehrens, freshman:
It’s taking a course in something
thatyoudon’tknow anything about.
I’'m challenging myself academi-
cally now because I'm trying to
transfer so I need to get in all the
courses I can.

Andy Kielty, freshman: An
academic challenge is a class which
is going to challenge me to actually
think and utilize my talents to get
the answers.

“ world, not the stuff in textbooks.

hundred points in a class.

Todd Grassi, junior: Not
school. Idon’t think we’re prop-
erly challenged in school for most
of the tools we need in life. We
need tools for business and the real

Jennifer Hager, senior:
Anything that stresses me out be-
yond belief or anything that re-
quires more than two hours of
work. It’s dnything that requires
research outside of class or any-
thing that’s worth more than a
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