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Top
Weekend
Movies

1. Message in a
Bottle
tied with
Payback

2. My Favorite
Martian

3. Blast From
the Past

4. October Sky

5. Shakespeare
in Love

6. She’s All That
7. Office Space
8. Rushmore

9. Saving
Private Ryan

‘Therapy’ keeps audiences laughing

Johannah E. Lawrence
The Pendulum

This past weekend marked
another great success in the Black
Box Theatre, when senior Chris
Patterson directed “Beyond
Therapy,” a play by Christopher
Durang. Patterson directed the play
as part of his senior seminar. The
play ran through February 19-21 at
8 p.m.

Patterson chose a play by
Durang, because he thinks “Chris-
topher Durang is one of the funniest
playwrights to have ever lived.”

Regardless of how funny
Patterson feels about the wit of
Durang, it was obvious on opening
night, Friday, that the audience fell
in love with Durang’s sense of hu-
mor. The show in all was a great
success, and left the audience laugh-
ing and begging for more.

“Beyond Therapy” is a play
that looks at love in today’s society
and all the problems single people
face when it comes to finding that
“one” person.

Prudence, played by Julie
McNiven, is a fearful woman when
it comes to men and life in general.
She seeks psychological help from
her therapist, Stuart, played by
Jonathan Walsh, who throughout
the play, tries to seduce her.

The play opens with Prudence
answering a personal add in the

paper. She meets Bruce, a bisexual,
who still lives with his male lover
Bob. Bruce, played by Nathan
Moore, receives therapy from his
absent-minded, new-aged thinking
therapist, Mrs. Wallace, played by
Marisa Moss.

Theentireplay focuses onthe
hardships of finding the right mate,
living life on spontaneous whims,
and finding out that sometimes we
are so lost in life that no amount of
psychological treatment can help
you; sometimes you are beyond
therapy.

One surprise found in this
production was the overwhelming
amount of freshman staring in the
play. McNiven, Moore, Walsh,
Jason Campbell, who plays Bob,
and Matt Bacewicz, who has asmall
cameo as a waiter, are all first year
music theatre majors.

I sat down with Jason
Campbell to talk about his involve-
mentin the production. Campbell’s
character, Bob was portrayed as the
stereotypical gay man, from his high
lisping voice to his feminine walk.

Campbell captured the audi-
ence with his performance to an
extent that most will leave most
saying that he stole the show.

Campbell was auditioning for
“The Glass Menagerie,” a play
whichrecently ran in the Black Box
Theatre, when Patterson noticed him
and asked him to audition for his

senior seminar project.
Campbell put much consid-

eration into the part saying “I was

weary at first of taking the part; I
thought I might offend people.” He
also considered the fact that many
people might view him personally,
in light of his character. Campbell
admits to having studied the moves
and actions of actor Nathan Lane,
who was seen in the movie, “The
Bird Cage.”

When asked about working f

with a student director, Campbell
credited Patterson as being the type
of director who let the actors play
around with their parts and offered
them as much direction as he could.
Patterson may not have been as
strict as working with a faculty di-
rector, he pulled together a wonder-
ful show.

Campbell’s overall opinion
of “Beyond Therapy” was one of
esteemed praise, “Being a senior
seminar, we did not expect a lot of
people to come, except for the fac-
ulty that would be grading the per-
formance. We were really thrilled
with the amount of people that did
come; they brought up our energy.”

For those who did not catch
Christopher Durang’s “Beyond
Therapy” this past weekend, they
missed out on a truly funny and
hysterical show. The small cast of
six had the audience in the Black
Box Theatre roaring with laughter.
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