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‘Clinton’s proposed gun buyback

program: Is it a waste of money?

President Clinton has pro-
posed a $15 million gun buyback
program, which he says, will help
get guns off the streets and make
our neighborhoods safer. However,
evidence shows that it will have
zero impact on crime.

Criminals will be the major
benefactors from this program, fol-
lowed in a close second by politi-
cians.

Criminals love the program
because of the fact it takes more
guns out of the hands of law-abid-
ingcitizens thanitdoes “theirown.”

As Libertarian Party Nation
Director Steve Dasbach says, “Even
dumb criminals are too smart to
give up their guns.”

- Inrecent local gun buybacks,
a majority of sellers were women
and senior citizens who explained
that they’re afraid of guns and
wanted to get them out of the house.
In other words, these are the people
least likely to use them for criminal
purposes.

Buybacks also disarm future
crime victims. While the program
is voluntary, the government is put-
ting a wave of “re-assurance” over
Americans to make them think that
this is “the thing to do.” In reality,
it makes the innocent citizens who
take part much more vulnerable to
murderers, rapists and thieves.

Most importantly, gun
buybacks encourage criminals to
steal guns. Since this is a “no-
questions-asked” program, street
thugs are actually given incentive
to steal guns and sell them back to

the program.
Dasbach adds, *...this
buyback program will help

criminals profit, while turn- &

inglocal police departments

into fencing operations.”
Even the federal gov- |
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ernment has shown that it
questions the usefulness of
this program. Of the $15
million set aside for the pro-
gram, $1 millionis going to
be used to study the effectiveness.
Australiarecently had a $500
million gun buyback program — it
failed. Inspector John McCoomb, a
police weapons expert, says gun
laws introduced after the 1996 Port
Arthur massacre have sent the trade
underground. “Once they’re on the
black market, they’re there for any-
one to buy,” he said. “With the right
contacts,” it was still possible to
buy semi-automatic weapons...”
And perhaps our government
could save the $1 million in extra

Can We Drink It?

Students in an Environmental Studies
class test the water quality of Lake Mary
Nell Tuesday afternoon.

spending by looking at research by
Florida State University criminolo-
gist Gary Kleck, who found that
buyback programs “have nodemon-
strable impact on crime” — but do
yield “real political benefits.”
With the evidence stacked
againstany benefit of agun buyback
program, the
L] next move to
save the money
| would be to
i | cancel the en-
1 tire program —
saving $14 mil-
lion more.
: Quote of
| the Week:
“What
happens when
China decides
some future
Branch Davidians are being op-
pressed by the American govern-
ment?

On what moral basis could
you argue that China has noright to
rain bombs on innocent people in
Texas, in order to make our “mad
dog government” pay a price?” —
Harry Brown —Libertarian Candi-
date for U.S. President (Source
WorldNetDaily “Murdering for
Morality’)
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