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Opinions

Let little Timmy Videogame drive

Ilike to think that being good
at video games makes up for my
lack of social skills.

Sure, theawkward silence that
ensues whenever I try to interact
with other people can be unsettling
to say the least. But when conver-
sation is lacking, I can always re-
flect back to that shining moment in
eighth grade when I conquered

2.” To these kids, executing a K-
turn or merging into highway traf-
fic is mere child’s play.

Of course, six is alittle young
to be operating areal motor vehicle.
Let’s be realistic.

Eight-year-olds, on the other
hand, are definitely capable enough
to get behind the wheel. By age
eightmostkids have endured

age would be good for the Ameri-
caneconomy. Mosteight-year-olds
can’t reach the pedals of a conven-
tional automobile, so a fleet of tiny
cars would have to be manufac-
tured in order to accommodate the
influx of mini-motorists. The ensu-
ing economic growth would sur-
pass even the World War II boom
that lifted the
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PlayStation and Sega have made a
positive contribution to society by
improving the reflexes and hand/
eye coordination of millions of pre-
pubescent video gamers.

I propose that as a direct re-
sult of playing video. games, the
hand/eye coordination of today’s
middle-school students far exceeds
that of adults.

Therefore, children should be
afforded responsibilities and privi-
leges that correspond to their
newfound abilities. Namely, kids
should be able to obtain driver’s
licenses at an earlier,age.

In North Carolina, you can’t
even get a learner’s permit until
you'refifteen. Fifteen! Today most
six-year-olds know_how to pop a
wheelie in a Camaro thanks to driv-
ing games like “Destruction Derby

tioning doesn’t just teac
motor skills - it teaches mo
tor-vehicle skills. Today’sf
eight-year-olds can operatef
automobiles as well as adults
and better than the elderly.

Lowering the driving age in
the United States to eight would be
beneficial for three reasons.

First, it would help American
children compete'in the global mar-
ketplace. I often hear statistics sup-
porting the notion that elementary
school students in Germany outper-
form their American counterparts.
Well I can assure you that Klaus
won’t do as well on his algebra tests
if Timmy from Haw River is blow-
ing doughnuts out in the parking
lot.

Second, lowering the driving

would also pros-
per because kids
coulddrivetotoy
stores whenever
they want.

Finally,
letting eight-
year-olds drive would also prove
beneficial for the environment..
Children would no longer rely on
air-polluting school buses for trans-
portation. Instead, kids could drive
to school.

The argument for lowering
the driving age to eight is both un-
deniable and irrefutable. From this
day forth, I will not rest until
America’s littlest citizens have the
rights that they deserve. I may lack
social skills, but when I get this
thing passed I'm going to have alot
of friends in the third grade.
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