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he also wamed about the naivete 
of presidents during this crucial 
time,”

“During the first 100 days, 
you can also make your biggest 
mistakes,” Gergen said. “You have 
the most power, but you know the 
least.”

Gergen has served in the 
White House as an adviser to Presi
dents Nixon, Ford, Reagan and 
Clinton and is currently a professor 
of public service at Harvard Uni
versity.

To conclude the evening of 
political analysis, Vanocur proposed 
the topic of the most recent elec
tion, which he believes the media 
played a major role in.

“The media played the role it 
has increasingly come to play, which 
is to confuse everyone,” Vanocur 
said. “To the good of the American 
people, they took this in stride, mak
ing their own judgments relatively 
free of the bilge the mass media 
provided.”

The panel agreed the chaotic 
election will have its consequences 
for the new president.. “George W. 
Bush has passed the first test by
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picking a Cabinet; he has a 
strong team,” Gergen said. 
“Now he’s got a tougher 
task to win: the confidence 
of the country as a leader.” 

Just as the sympo
sium focused on the im
portance of the first 100 
days of past presidents, 
they affirmed the same 
timeline would be used to 
measure Bush. “Come 
April 29, the phones will 
be ringing again,” 
Leuchtenburg said. “We 
will be asked, how is 
George W. Bush doing, 
how does he measure up?”
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