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Michael Vick can outrun defenders or step up and throw the deep ball.

Vick is prize of NFL Draft

Justin Mazzola
Sports Editor

The NFL Draft takes place
this week and everyone is talking
about Michael Vick. The fleet-
footed lefty quarterback has a

powerful arm and jaw-dropping

footwork.

The San Diego Chargers are
poised to snatch the Virginia Tech
legend with the first pick in the
draft. But will it matter? Do first
round quarterbacks always equal
success for the team?

Since 1990, 19 quarterbacks
have been selected in the first
round. The four quarterbacks cho-
sen first in their respective draft
have all had solid careers, includ-
ing the Browns’ Tim Couch, who
was drafted two years ago.

Four first round quarter-
backs have led their teams to the
Super Bowl and only two, Steve
McNair and Drew Bledsoe, were
with the team that originally
drafted them.

Neither of them won the big
game.

McNair’s Tennessee Titans
lost to Kurt Warner and the St.
Louis Rams. In the 1997 Super
Bowl Bledsoe’s Patriots lost to

the Green Bay. Green Bay was
quarterbacked by MVP Brett
Favre.

Neither Favre nor Warner
was a heralded prospect coming
into the league. Favre spent years
as a backup while Warner toiled
away in the Arena Football
League before getting his chance
in the NFL.

" There are many other suc-
cessful quarterbacks who were
passed over in the first round, but
there are also many first round
quarterbacks who have not lived
up to expectations.

Heath Shuler, Rick Mirer
and Andre Ware lead a crop of
disappointing first round quarter-
backs. ;

Other forgettable picks in-
clude Jim Druckenmiller (1997)
and Ryan Leaf (1998).
Druckenmiller is now employed
by the XFL while Leaf is being
fitted for a straight jacket.

It’s obvious Vick is the best
offensive player in this year’s
draft. Drafting the multi-talented
quarterback will bring the Charg-
ers plenty of excitement and me-
dia attention. Making Vick the
No. 1 selection will not, however,
guarantee San Diego a champion.




