Page 2

Opinions

Parents Weekend answers the question of what
happens when two different worlds collide

Going home is, for most of us,
like entering a different world, Cur-
fews, real dinners, laundry without
quarters, explaining where you’re
going, who you’re going with and
what time you’ll be home. To many
of us, home js where the adoles-
cence is. It always will be. We will
always have to answer to mom, sit
down for meals and keep our el-
bows off the table.

Elon, on the other hand, is our
tree house. We make our own rules,
eat what we want and never tell
mom how late we stayed out the
night before. We become our own

guardians, chefs and consciences.

And every October, they come.
They come for three days of family
fun, togetheress and Wal-mart frips.
Qur parents descend upon us. It is
family weekend. '

The merging of these two worlds,
our Elon and our parents, can be
stressful and weird at times. Do we
show off our independent, grown-up
behaviors, or do we give in fo mom’s
kisses, groceries and requests to talk
to our professors to make sure we’re
doing our homework?

It’s a balance, really. There is an
in-between we must capture and

cling to when our families take over
our campus. We stop cussing, start
shaving and wash our dishes. We
become the adults our parents have
always wanted us to be while re-
maining their little angels.

And while we stress over Mom or
Dad finding out about our deepest,
darkest, drunkest secrets, we some-
how manage to enjoy their company.
Maybe it’s because they bring home-
baked cookies. Maybe it’s because
Dad changes the oil in the car. Maybe
it’s because we can relax, have some-
one take care of us and remember
what it is like to be children.

Or maybe 1t’s because we know
thatin a few short days, they will kiss
us goodbye, and we will retum to our
independent, grown up, parent-free
lives. Only this time, with clean laun-
dry and a casserole in the fridge.

An informed mother
is a happy mother.

Want to keep your mom

happy?

Buy her a subscription to

The Pendulum.

Mail name, address and check or money order

for $30 per subscription to:

The Pendulum, Campus Box 7012, Elon, NC
27244
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The frightening creation of national
identification cards may be probable

Cameron DeJong
Columnist

Many of us have read or
watched “1984”, an Orwellian clas-
sic that depicts a one world order
where we are all drones of the state
(Big Brother). Many have argued
over the past several years that his
insights into the future have been
coming true.

While I will not approach any
truth in those arguments, I will sug-
gest that we are coming danger-
ously close when a Republican ad-
ministration is considering imple-
menting a national identification
system.

A White House aid, when asked
about the subject of the National
ID, said that “we must consider all
options.” Democratic leader Rich-
ard Gephardt believes that Con-
gress should soon begin debate on
security measures such as a Na-
tional ID.

The CEO of Oracle, Larry
Ellison, told government officials
that his company would donate the
technology and equipment neces-
sary to put a national identification
system into place. Ellison sug-
gested that we have a National ID
with our “photograph and thumb-
print digitized and embedded in the

ID card.”

In Britain, Prime Minister Tony
Blair has approved “identity
cards”, which will initially be dis-
tributed on a voluntary basis. Given
the history of governments, there
are not many programs that remain
voluntary. Of course the support in
Britain is there for the id cards.
85% of Brits surveyed support the
promotion and implementation of
a system.

A study by the Pew Research
Center reveals that seven in ten
Americans favor some form of na-
tional identification system, with
strong support coming from
women. In another survey, 49% of

Americans believe that all Arab-
Americans and Americans of Arab
descent should be required to carry
“special identification.”

Itis my belief that many Ameri-
cans are unfortunately losing touch
with the freedoms that we will soon
have to say “we once had.” Ameri-
cans are too willing to give up lib-
erty for security and to paraphrase
Ben Franklin, if you’re willing to
give up liberty for security, you de-
serve neither.

In closing, it may only take a
quote from a prominent Nazi to get
those at the university who are in
favor of national identification to
think twice.
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