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Editorial

Editors offer thanks for an amazing year

In the movie “The Breakfast
Club” five students spend a Sat-
urday trapped in detention, Over
the course of the day, stereo-
types were broken and friend-
ships formed. In the last year,
we 've seen our staff undergo the
Same Process.

One of us was high school
homecoming queen. One of us
isn’t afraid to have hair like
Rainbow Bright. One of us is a
model, One of us is Eggplant
Man. One of us is the mother
figure. One of us is a worrywart.
One of us is the nerd. Individu-
ally we are unique, but fogether
we make an incredible team.

When we stopped being in-
timidated by appearances and
personalities, we got to know
each other beyond co-workers
and journalists. We found out

that we're a lot more alike than we
would have guessed.

Just like it’s said in the movie,
“You see us as you want to see us,
in the simplest terms, in the most
convenient definitions. But what
we found out is that each one of us
is a brain, an athlete, and a basket
case, a princess and a criminal.”

We started last January with a
crash course in campus journalism
when we covered the death of a
classmate. Each week since, we
brought you the stories of the
people and events that shape life at
Elon.

Thank you for your support this
year as we’ve struggled to find our
place on campus. Your letters, good
and bad, fuel the fire because we
know we're serving a community
that cares.

It’s been an amazing year and

we would be remissed if we
didn’t tell you about our incred-
ible staff, They give 15 to 30
hours'a week to the paper for
pennies. They care about their
job and bringing you a great
newspaper each week. Together
they have made significant
strides in journalism at Elon. We
couldn’t have done our jobs
without them.

Today’s paper is the last we
will complete as a staff. They
will clean out their mailboxes
and make room for the new lead-
ers. Tomorrow the new execu-
tive staff members will be an-
nounced. It will be time to start
over again, but this year was the
beginning of something great.
The staff laid a foundation for
The Pendulum’s role at Elon.
We’ll be back in January, in-
spired by our past and encour-
aged by the future.

Gratefully yours,
Taresa and Jen

New airport security measures may
inconvenience a number of flyers

Nick Rust

Guest Columnist

Irecently had the privilege of fly-
ing for the first time since the trau-
matic events of September 11, 2001
to go home to Maryland for the
Thanksgiving holiday. It was a har-
rowing experience. I was able to see
firsthand the resultof new legislation
passed by George Dubya and Con-
gress.

Imagine the scene: it’s 8:30 am,
you woke up early to get ready and
get to the airport, you arrive at the
airport, you check in with your LD.
of course and proceed to your gate.
On the way you of course have to go
through security, customary, no big
deal. Not so fast my friend, because
at the end of the conveyor belt with
the airport security members toting
their magic wands that detect any
metallic objects on you, that range
from guns and knives to belt buck-
les, are two National Guard soldiers,
equipped with standard issue M-16
assault rifles. I was a little unnerved

upon site of this for the first time.

But if you thought that was all,
you’d be wrong. Imagine running
late to your gate and being stopped
at the security checkpoint for no par-
ticular reason or suspicion other than
following the new laws. One in ev-
ery five people are stopped and ex-
tensively searched at the security
conveyor belt and also at the actual
gate. Every fifth person at the gate
has his or her carry-on luggage
searched.

I understand the purpose of the
new laws implemented to beef up
airport security, to make travelers feel
safe and to try and deter such hor-
rendous acts from occurring again.
To this end, the new laws are well
intentioned, but still just a quick re-
action to a bigger problem that needs
to be better thought out. This is not
the first time in American history that
our government has tried to find
quick solutions to bigger problems
or national issues.

For example, the Cold War was a
time in American history filled with
paranoia and uptightness toward the

communist Soviet unions. The gov-
emment went to extreme measures
to weed out people of Communist
ties, a practice that went against the
“melting pot” view of the United
States. The House Un-American Ac-
tivities Committee (HUAC) con-
vened in the 1940s and *50s. It was a
Congressional committee headed by
Senator Joseph McCarthy. Maybe if
we form a committee to expel all
people of Islamic faith we’ll elimi-
nate terrorism in the United States?
Sure. :

Did members of Congtess or the
president ever stop and think about
the actual intentions of terrorism in
general on the United States and in
this specific instance of Sept. 11.

There are many people in the
world outside of the United States
who look down at America and what
we stand for. What terrorists like
Osama Bin Laden are aiming for is
to change the American way. Terror-
ism is a means for these extreme
ideologues to try and change the ev-
eryday lives of Americans, who seem
materialistic and arrogant to the be-
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liefs of foreigners. Terrorism s a fact
of life, a negative one but one present
all over the world. The events of Sept.
11 magnified the fact that even the
world’s sole remaining super-power
is still not immune to the atrocities
of terrorism.

What if the goal of the terrorist
organization responsible for the
events of Sept. 11 was to change the
American way of life and make us
more paranoid and uptight? would
they then achieve their intentions? I
think assault weapons in airports are
a change in daily American life. You
cannot go to an airport anymore with-
out being left on edge due to the ter-
ror and carnage that was left after
Sept. 11.

In this new technological age,
where weapons of mass destruction
are prevalent and available in many
forms, it is important to be cognizant

of the effects and precautions against
such weapons. With new technology
comes greater risk of possible acts
of terror. The reasons behind the
events of Sept. 11 are world issues.
Terrorism is a world issue and needs
to be addressed by the world. What
needs to happen is a cooperative ef-
fort and a meeting to sit down and
talk about the future, how to prevent
terrorism and to give all countries a
voice. The world needs a stronger
pact in place, like the Geneva Con-
vention regarding prisoners of war
during World War II, concerning
nuclear and biological warfare. Tech-
nology is so great these days that we
can blow the Earth up a hundred
times over, as well as infecting ev-
ery person with some horrible chemi-
cal disease. There needs to be a bet-
ter way to reassure this because com-
mon sense just isn’t working.
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