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Behind the game: Class travels to 
experience the history of women’s sports

Kristin Simonetti
Reporter

F e w  E lon  students can c la im  

that they stood  on the h a llo w ed  

ground o f  the basketball court at 

T hom p son -B oling  Arena. In fact, 

even  less probably know  actually  

what T hom p son -B oling  Arena is, 

where it is located and w hy it is in 

any w a y  s ig n if ica n t  to 

the average  A m erican .

Ten Elon students could  

tell you.

A s part o f  “T he H is ­

tory o f  W om en in Sport,” 

the W inter  Term  c la s s  

created and led by Elon  

h ead  v o l le y b a l l  c o a c h  

Sue Leonard, traveled to 

K noxville , Tenn., during 

the beginning days o f  se ­

m ester to learn about the 

history o f  w o m e n ’s bas­

ketball and its m odern-  

day heroes.

This is the third year 

Leonard has taught this 

course. In past years, the 

class taken a five-day trip 

to the W o m en ’s Basket­

ball H all o f  F am e, the  

Basketball Hall o f  Fam e  

and the Baseball Hall o f  

F am e in C o o p er sto w n ,

N.Y.

F o r c e d  to p la n  a 

sh o r te r  tr ip , L e o n a r d  

c h o se  K n o x v i l le  as the 

destination for this y ea r’s 

class.

“W o m en ’s basketball 

really had so m uch more 

relevance to this c la ss ,”

Leonard said. “And it ’s 

c lo se .”

Arriving early in the  

afternoon Jan. 8, students had the 

opportunity to tour the three-year- 

old  W o m e n ’s Basketball H all o f  

F a m e  in d o w n to w n  K n o x v i l le .  

F rom  the p s e u d o - lo c k e r  ro o m ,  

■where guests can watch the great­

e st  w o m e n ’s basketball c o a ch es  

g iv e  halftim e speeches, to the ring 

o f  fa m e , fea tu r in g  o v e r  5 0  e n ­

shrined jerseys.

T he m useum  lived  up to its b ill­

ing as one o f  the m ost interactive  

in the nation. But the student’s fa­

vorite area o f  the m useum  had to 

b e  the  d o w n sta ir s  p la y g r o u n d ,  

where they shot hoops on a real 

“ b a sk e t ,” a m o d ern  b a sk e t  and  

practiced drills.

“It’s a m useum  com plete ly  d e ­

voted to w o m en ’s basketball,” class 

m em ber Sarah Farley said. “It’s 

special because o f  that.”

That e v en in g  the students ar-
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The class travelled to the Women’s Basketball Hall 
of Fame in Knoxville, Tenn. Pictured above are Sa­
rah Farley, Katie Newby, M.K. Spear, Ashley Simms, 
Erin Flynn, Jennifer Hildebrand, Kristin Simonetti, 
Gillian Stagg, Ashley Staff and Kelli Sharpe.

rived at T hom p son -B oling  Arena, 

hom e to the six-time national cham ­

pion University o f  Tennessee Lady  

Volunteers. Leonard said it was im ­

portant for the students to visit this 

national symbol o f  w o m en ’s basket­

ball triumph. “To see a top, premier 

basketball team and see what they 

do is very relevant to this class,” she 

said. “It’s so im pressive.”

T he Lady Volunteers sound ly  

defeated the Old D om in ion  Lady  

M onarchs with the aid o f  team stars

M ichelle  Sn ow  and Kara L aw son,  

as w e l l  as the te a m ’s legendary  

coach  Pat H ead Summitt. F o llo w ­

ing the gam e, students had the o p ­

portunity to go  on the court and 

m e e t  a f e w  o f  th e  p la y e r s .  

Leonard’s students thoroughly en ­

jo y ed  the experience.

“It w as im pressive  ho w  m any  

people  were there, considering it 

w as a w o m e n ’s gam e,” 

E rin  F ly n n  sa id . “ I t ’s 

starting to be considered  

ser iously . You can see  

h ow  w o m e n ’s sports are 

advancing.”

The fo llow in g  morn­

ing, they had an oppor­

tunity few  can cla im  to 

have: the privilege o f  a 

tour o f  the Lady Volun­

teers’ locker room. “The  

coo lest  thing was the tra­

dition p o le ,” Flynn said, 

referring to a large pad­

d ed  c y l in d e r  a d o r n e d  

with the U T  Lady Vols 

logo and signed by all the 

graduated  m em b ers  o f  

the Lady Vols.

U nderclassm en are not 

permitted to touch the 

pole  until graduation, 

and th e y  fa c e  c o n s e ­

quences at the hands o f  

Coach Summitt upon in­

fringement. From the oak 

lockers, spacious showers 

and fully-stocked Coca- 

C ola  fridge to the pool  

table, leather couch, big- 

screen T V  and glim m er­

ing trophy cases, the Lady 

Volunteers enjoy all the 

spoils o f  their victories.

Students exp lored  the 

court and athletic center, 

m eeting  and talking w ith L aw son  

in the process. T he trip proved an 

enjoyable  and educational ex p eri­

e n c e  for the s tu d e n ts ,  w h o  r e ­

turned to E lon  w ith  stor ies  and  

pictures to share that afternoon.

T he trip to K n o x v i l le  w i l l  be  

un fo rg etta b le  to m any  stu dents  

in the c la s s ,  and m ade  m any re ­

a l iz e  the s tren g th  o f  ch a ra cter  

w o m e n  in sports p o s se ss .  “It w a s  

th e  h ig h l i g h t  [ o f  th e  c l a s s ] , ” 

F ly n n  said.
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Start 2002 out on the right foot. 
Join The Pendulum staff.

Come by our office in l^oseley 233 

1 2 - 5  p.m. Monday - Friday.

5.000
ANY SALON SERVICE 

With Coupon
Students Only 

$16.00 minimum service

"Voted Best Salon In  
Alamance County""

Offering:
Body Wraps * Facials 
Hair * Nails * Tanning 

* Color * Perms * Waxing
336.229.4247

M o iK ia y  & I ' r i d a y  - 9 a. in.  - (> p .m.  
Tuesciai i  thru ThurscJcnj - 9 a .m.  -  s  

p.m.
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