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Convocation welcomes and warns a l e  busts
keg bashErin Cunningham

N ew s Editor

Freshmen and transfer students 

oificially became Elon students as the 

113th academic year began Under the 

Oaks on Saturday, Aug. 24 with New 

Student Convocation.

Family and friends looked on as 

more than 1,200 students listened to 

messages of welcome and inspira­

tion.
Senior Christian Wiggins, Student 

Government Association president, 

delivered the welcome while sharing 

personal experiences and words of 

wisdom. “You have come to the right 

place,” he said. He instmcted students 

to take advantage of every opportuni­

ty put before them. “Make your own 

ripples,” Wiggins said. “Don’t every 

be afraid to be who you want to be.”

Smith Jackson, vice president of 

student life and dean of students, and 

Gerald Francis, provost and vice 

president of academic affairs, intro­

duced several members o f the fresh­

men class who have already made 

ripples in their high schools and com­

munities. “This class will surely
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Students listen to welcoming words from campus leaders during the ceremony Under the Oaks.

make many contributions,” Jackson 
said.

He also said students should 

instruct professors to challenge them. 

“Challenge me to be a better person 

four years from now,” Jackson said.

President L^o Lambert addressed

the class of 2006, telling them about 

change and challenges. ‘.‘You will 

leave Elon some day, but Elon will 

never leave you,” he said. “All o f this 

will become a part of you.”

Lambert spoke about the merits of 

a liberal arts education. “My most

important message to you this morn­

ing is to savor your experiences in the 

liberal arts and sciences,” Lambert 

said.

Convocation cont’d on 
page 8

Ratings not all good news for university
Jennifer Guarino__________ _

E d ito r - in< h ie f

A s  a new  academ ic  year 

begins, Elon adds a new  college 

ranking to the list o f  recognition 

the institution has received in the 

last four years. Elon was one of 

14 schools to debut on Princeton 

R eview ’s “Best 345 Colleges” 

list this year. W hile it’s an accom ­

plishm ent for Elon to be recog­

nized in this listing, the news w as­

n ’t all good.
T h e  gu ide  is com posed  o f  

tw o-page  spreads abou t each  o f  

the un ive rsitie s  and a sec tion  o f

There is a broad-based campus effort in place to get the 
facts out about drinking - that is, to help students understand 

that the norm at Elon is not to abuse alcohol. Our data show 

that episodes of high risk drinking have steadily declined over 
the past five years. , . , ^

-  Leo Lambert,

63 lists. Elon was listed in five 
of the top-20 lists: “Lots o f  hard 
liquor” (6), “M ajor frat and 
sorority scene” (2), “Election? 
What election?” (15), “Great 

food” (13) and “ Dorm s like 
palaces” (5). ■ ■

Princeton cites E lon’s beauti­

ful campus, close student-facul-

ty  re la tionsh ips, sm all class size 

and academ ic program  as o u t­

standing.
“E lo n ’s repu ta tion  is ga in ing  

in sta ture  year by year, and  the 

P rin c e to n  R ev iew  lis t in g  is 

another indication o f the increas­

ing national attention being paid 

to our institution.” Elon President

Leo Lam bert said.

T he  “L o ts  o f  hard  l iq u o r” 

ca tego ry  s truck  a nerve  w ith  

L am bert. He has ac tive ly  spo ­

ken  about the im portance  o f  s tu ­

den ts m ak ing  low -risk  decis ions 

regard ing  d rink ing  o v e r the past 

year. A lcoho l and  drug  san c ­

tions w ere  inc reased  in January , 

and  35 s tu d en ts  w ithd rew  or 

w ere suspended  a fter a v io la tion  

last year. T h is  is up  from  eight 

s tu d e n ts  d u r in g  th e  2000-01  

academ ic  year.

Erin CunninRham

N ew s Editor

W h ile  E lon  p o lic e  say  th is  

w e e k e n d  w as  th e  q u ie te s t  

schoo l o p en in g  in six years , 

m any  s tu d en ts  re ce iv ed  c i ta ­

tio n s  fo r  a lcoho l p o sse ss io n  at 

a 2 5 0 -p e rso n  pa rty  at S h e rid an  

P lace .

In a ll, th e re  w ere  33 c i ta ­

t io n s  and  41 ch a rg es  m ade  by 

A lco h o l Law  E n fo rcem en t.

A L E  o f f ic e rs ,  a lo n g  w ith  

E lo n  U n iv e rs i ty  C a m p u s  

P o lice  and  the  T ow n o f  E lon  

P o lice , s tag ed  O p e ra tio n  C ops 

and  S hops  to  ca tch  u n d erag e  

s tu d e n ts  p u rc h a s in g  a lc o h o l,  

sa id  L ave ll L o v e tte , c h ie f  o f  

the  T ow n o f  E lon  P o lice .

“ W e w ere  ta rg e tin g  a lcoho l 

v io la tio n s ,  sp ec if ic a lly  u n d e r ­

ag e ,” she said .

A g e n ts  w ere  in th e  s to re  

o b se rv in g  the  p u rch ase s . T hen , 

m a rk e d  u n its  w e re  g iv e n  

d e sc r ip t io n s  o f  th e  v e h ic le s  in 

q u e s t io n ,  an d  th e y  w e re  

s to p p ed  and  c i te d , sa id  L ovell.

P o lice  re c e iv e d  in fo rm a tio n  

ab o u t th e  p u rch ase  o f  fo u r  kegs 

to  be u sed  at th e  party , L o v e tte  

said .

“T h e  p ro b lem  w as th ey  w ere  

g o in g  to  r e s e l l , ” sh e  sa id , 

re fe rr in g  to  the  N orth  C a ro lin a  

law  ag a in s t re se ll in g  a lco h o l. 

“ You h av e  to  h a v e  a l ic e n se .”

T h e  s ta tew id e  A L E  has  p a r t ­

ne red  w ith  E lon  p o lic e  b e fo re , 

and  L o v e ll sa id  they  w ill do it 

ag a in . “T h ey  g e n e ra l ly  ta rge t 

co l le g e  to w n s  w h en  sch o o l is 

s ta r t in g  to  g e t b a c k  in ,” L ove ll 

sa id  o f  the  A L E .
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