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Catholic faith at Elon 
grows during turmoil
Jessica Patchett
Reporter

D e sp i te  d iv i s io n  a m o n g  

Ca thol ic  s tuden ts  at E lon over  

w or ldw ide  church  issues,  m i n 

istry  and  ou t rea ch  on  c a m pus  

has  grown.

E xam in ing  w o m e n ’s ro les  in 

C a th o l i c i s m ,  p r ie s t  c e l ib a c y  

and  the  c h u r c h ’s s t a n c e  on 

soc ia l i ssues ,  so m e  s tude n ts  

look to re form chu rch  p o l i 

cy, while  o thers  stick  with 

t r a d i t io n a l  va lues .

R e g a r d l e s s  o f  in d iv id u a l  

c h u r c h g o e r s ’ op in io n s  on 

press ing  issues  facing the 

m o d e r n  c h u r c h ,  s tu d e n t s  

are  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  the 

inc r i 'a sed  a t t e n d a n c e  at  

weekly  Mass.

A f t e r  a t t e n d in g  W orld  

Youth Day  in T oronto  this 

past sum m er ,  E lon s tudent 

L u k e  W ake ,  l ike m a n y  

o ther  C a tho l ic  youths ,  said  

he  rea l iz ed  de s p i t e  the i r  

d i f f e r e n c e s ,  C a th o l i c s  

w or ldw ide  are  "all  part  o f  

th e  s a m e  b o d y  o f  the  

ch u r c h .”

M a n y  s tu d e n t s  vo ic e  

s t ro n g ,  c o n f l i c t i n g  o p i n 

ions o ver  issues such as 

w o m e n ’s ro le s  in the 

c h u r c h ,  p r ie s t  ce l ib a c y ,  

d ivo rce  and the use  o f  c o n 

tracept ives.

A m y N u ssb au m ,  vice p r e s i 

de n t  o f  C a th o l i c  C a m p u s  

Min is tr ies ,  sa id  she f irmly  s u p 

por ts  the role  o f  w om en  in the 

church .  T he re  are m any  w ays  

for  w om en  to fulfi l l  the i r  faith 

in lay pos i t ions ,  as nuns ,  o r  as 

sis ters ,  w hile  m en ,  N ussbaum  

said, “ take the  head  role in 

family  and  in church .  H ang ing  

on to t radi tional va lues  keeps  

I the church)  in c h e c k .”

Wake, a f re shm an  in C C M ,  

a l so  r e c o g n iz e d  “ the  g rea t  

thing abou t  the chu rch  lasting  

2 ,000  years  is its h ie ra rchy ,” 

w hich  p ro v id es  s tab i l i ty  and 

cons is te ncy  fo r  Ca thol ics .

Like m a ny  Ca tho l ics ,  Luke

p e r c e iv e s  e x i s t i n g  C a th o l i c  

va lues  equa l ly  as app l icab le  in 

2002 as they were  in ea r l ie r  

t imes . “ Ca tho l ics  bel ieve  sex 

shou ld  be open  to l ife, the mos t  

v a l u a b le ,  the  m o s t  sa c re d  

[ th ing] ,” Luke  said ,  in re fe r 

ence  to the  l ife o f  unborn  c h i l 

dren . He em p h a s i z e d  that the 

use  o f  con t racep t ives  w ou ld  be 

“ bas ica l ly  b lock ing  life f rom 

hap p e n in g .”

C h r i s  N a v e ,  p r e s id e n t  o f  

C C M ,  hopes  bir th contro l will  

no  longe r  be looked  upon n e g 

atively.  He says  he looks  to 

o the r  young  Ca tho l i cs  w hose  

bel ie fs  are  d if fe ren t f rom the 

norm  and  are  pass iona te  about 

insp i r ing  change .  He says  c o l 

lege s tuden ts  look for  o ther  

c h a n g e s ,  su c h  as a l lo w in g  

w o m en  to bec om e  pr ies ts  and 

a l low ing  pr ie s t s  to m arry  at 

will .  The  role o f  w o m e n  is 

im prov ing  in the church ,  but 

the Ca tho li c  ch u rc h  will  most 

l ike ly  see o p t io n a l  c e l i b a c y  

before  w om en  in the  p r ie s t 

hood ,  said  F a the r  John  Ruffo, 

Ca tho l i c  c a m pus  minis ter.

D eba tes  over  the p r ies thood

and  C a tho l i c ism  in genera l are 

p r e v a l e n t  and  c o n t r o v e r s i a l ,  

presen t ing  cons tan t  cha l lenges  

to p rac t ic ing  Ca tho l ics ,  N ave  

said .  Yet,  abou t  130 Ca tho l ics  

a t t e n d  M a s s e s  on  S u n d a y  

n ig h t s  led by R uf fo .  F o r ty  

f r e s h m e n  p a r t i c ip a t e d  in a 

re trea t Sept.  13 -15.

As 1,036 s tudents ,  or  25 

percen t  o f  E l o n ’s s tuden t  p o p 

u la t ion  d e c l a re  C a th o l i c i s m  

the i r  rel ig ion, m ore  than 

13 p e r c e n t  o f  E l o n ’s 

C a th o l i c  s tu a e n t s  are  

m ee t ing  the cha l lenge  o f  

p rac t ic ing  the i r  fa ith  at 

M ass  with  Ruffo ,  in area 

c h u r c h e s  an d  th r o u g h  

CC M .

Only  12 to 13 percen t 

o f  bap t ized  Ca tho l i cs  are 

p rac t ic ing  the i r  fai th ,  and 

gen e ra l l y ,  c o l l e g e  s t u 

den ts  have  a low er  p r a c 

t i c in g  p o p u la t i o n  th an  

a d u l t s  w i th  fam i l ie s ,  

ac co rd ing  to a s ta tem en t  

f rom Card ina l  A m broz ic ,  

a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  the  

C a tho l ic  church .

N u s s b a u m  has  been  

a t tend ing  Sunday  even ing  

C C M  M ass  for  tw o  years  

and o bse rv ing  an increase  

in a t tendance  by E lon  s tu 

den t s .  R u f f o  sa id  he 

a t t r ib u te s  so m e  o f  th is  

g row th  to a spur  in spi ri tual  

exp lo ra t ion  a f te r  the  eve n ts  o f  

S ep t .  I I .  R u f fo  sa id  he 

b e l i e v e s  th e re  m a y  be an 

in c re ase d  in te res t  in f ind ing  

o n e ’s sp ir itual  s e l f  and b e c o m 

ing m ore  in touch  with  God.

To h e lp  s tu d e n t s  e x p l o r e  

the se  a s p ec ts  o f  sp i r i tua l i ty ,  

faith  and  re lig ion ,  C C M  holds  

S u n d a y  M a ss ,  W e d n e s d a y  

Bible  s tudies ,  m o n th ly  m ov ie  

n ights,  f e l low sh ip  re tr ea ts  and 

par t ic ipa te s  in leade rsh ip  c o n 

ferences .

Contact Jcssica Patchett at pen- 

dulum(ficUm.eiUt or 278-7247.

Sigma Chi cleans 
liouse for tieroes
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Members of the Sigma Chi fratemiiy gathered Friday to help 
Eton's firefighters clean up around the firehouse and thank the 

firefighters for all the work they do. The brothers were also hon
oring of the one-year anniversary of Sept. 11. In  our own com
munities we should take responsibility," said junior Eric 
Hansson, president of Sigma Chi. "We feel like we should give 

back." Seven members of Sigma Chi fraternity at-large died in 
the Sept. 11 attacks.

When the best years of your life, 
aren’t... 

there’s help.

C l a r e  A .  S t a d l e n ,  i^ c :sw  
Licensed Psychotherapist

Telephone: (336) 263-2204 e-mail: ClareCounseling@msn.com

Convenient Burlington L(x:ation

Brochure available at Student Counseling Senices.

***ACT NOW!***

Cjuarantee the best spring break prices! South Padre, 
Cancun, Jamaica, Bahamas, Acapulco, Florida & 

Mardigras. 1’RAVl-L FRb:ii, Reps Needed, EARN S$$. 
Group Discounts for 6+.

1 888 T H IN K  SUN (1-888-844-6578 dept 2626) 

www.springbrcakdiscounts.com

mailto:ClareCounseling@msn.com
http://www.springbrcakdiscounts.com

