e . A et e et <

) A T UGS 1A

Opinions

The Pendulum

A’l]]‘v;::..q e 1he

o) = O
Bous part of the national

Jebate.

"" ]

that are 0701"1
. 1“ :{. b s ) 'fA.ul

_____

The Pendulum

Colin Donohue, Editor-in-Chisf
Katie Beaver, Managing Editor
Lindsay Porter, News Editor
Jessica Patchett, Assistant News
Editor

Eric Hall, Opinions Editor

Andi Petrini, A & E Editor
Kathieen Frey, Features Editor

cation.

mail.

The.P.endu|um is published each Thursday of the academic year. The
advertising and editorial copy deadline is 5 p.m. the Monday before publi-

Letters to the editor and guest columns are weicome and should be
lyped, douplafspacad, signed and include a telephone number for verifica-
tion. Submissions are also accepted as Word documents on disk or by -

The Pendulum reserves the right fo edit obscane or potentially libelous
material. Lengthy letters ar columns may have to be trimmed to fit. All sub-
missions bacome the property of The Pendulum and will not be returned.

To reach The Pendulum at 233 Mosaley Center, call 278-7247 or fax 278-
7246. Contact The Pandulum by e-mail at pendulum@slon,edu. Visit our
Web site at www.alon.edwpendulum.

Kristin Simonetti, Sports Editor
Tim Rosner, Photography Editor
Mary-Hayden Britton and Ellis
Harman, Copy Editors

Annette Randall, Business
Manager

Matt Ford, Oniine Editor

Janna Anderson, Adviser

3 Each mdnwdual is entitied to ane tree copy. |

TR W St 4 CYRPST e -

L

N —— - S -y -

e e e o e e e e e e e

sbindirs 1 U.S. should be heavily involved

in North Korea peace process

he situation in North Korea
Tis just another cry for help
from a country that has
finally decided to open its doors to
capitalism after years of economic
isolation and tension with neigh-
boring countries.
The latest to come out of the
Korean peninsula was an assertion
to turn any attempt by the U.S. to

use force again. their country,

North Korea would use nuclear
weapons, according to Monday’s
USA Today.

It’s all talk. North Korea is
more about gaining favorable trade
agreements and economic boons
from its neighbors in the south
Pacific, the U.S. and Europe to
assert their presence in the region.

What better way to get the
world’s attention than to cry wolf
by calling attention to the building
up of a nuclear arsenal?

Who says that, anyway?

Even Saddam Hussein pulled
the wool over the U.N. by hiding
mobile weapons centers around
the Iraqi desert.

- Not to say North Korea should
not be handled seriously but every-
thing from expelling weapons
inspectors to acquiring weapons
grade plutonium to testing short-
range missiles in waters next to
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What better way to get the
world's attention than to cry wolf by
calling attention to the building up of
a nuclear arsenal? Who says that,
anyway?
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Nick Rust

neighboring nations is mere facade
aiming for the recognition of the
international community as a
power for the bolstering of their
economy and nation as a whole.

The Bush administration is han-
dling this issue right. Handle with
care and scarch for a diplomatic
solution, bringing as many coun-
tries to the table as well to open
talks and bolster relations.

Iraq is still the main issue at
large in U.S. foreign policy and
should take priority.

North Koreans is a country
searching for an identity as they
are in the midst of a power transi-
tion with newly elected President
Roh Moo-Hyun.

Last week the North Korcans’
conducted a short-range missile
test, according to Tuesday’s New
York Times.

The missiles landed hanmlessly

into the water between Korea and
Japan, according to the Times
report.

Instead of letting North Korea
turn into a diversion from the task
at hand of Iraq and their struggle to
comply with U.N. Security
Council resolutions to disarm, the
only solution to pacify the North
Koreans is to string them along.

Open up direct diplomatic rela-
tions, not just with the U.S. but
European nations as well.

The U.S. should play a role in
the peaceful resolution of any con-
flict on the Korean peninsula but
the major players should be
Korea's neighbors to the south,
with China and Japan as the major
powers in the region.

Contact Nick Rust at pendu-
lum@elon.edu or 278-7247.
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