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This is the time for 

alternative measures
Have no fear, Ihis editorial is not condemning or con 

doning a war with Iraq. Instead, this editorial will explore 

som e middle ground left uncultivated and certainly in 

need o f  serious discussion.

The United Nations Security Council needs to be 

reformed, ft is hard to tell what the members o f  the coun

cil have accomplished, so The Pendulum suggests the 

council should be replaced by the Bowl Championship  

Scries committee o f  the N C A A . Essentially, the BCS  

com mittee decides what co llege football teams go where 

(i.e., which bowl gam es the teams will attend) based 

mostly on strength o f  schedule, decisive victories, quali

ty wins and conference record.

Let’s look at strength o f  schedule. The U.S. has fought 

the Germans twice (once with Hitler) as w ell as a 

stronger British anny in the 18th century. Iraq attacked 

the small a>untry o f  Kuwait 10 years ago. Cleariy, the 

advantage goes to the United States.

America has had decisive victories in two World Wars, 

as well as the American Revolution. But the United 

Stales loses points for its poor showing in Vietnam. Iraq 

has no real quality wins, only a strong showing against 

Kuwait, which does g ive  Iraq a strong in-continent 

record. A m erica’s in-continent record is not as strong, 

though. The advantage clearly goes to Iraq.

Considering all the information, the com mittee would  

say this bowl match up is a no-brainer, a blow  out, even. 

But the BCS system is Hawed. This game could be up for 

grabs.
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Where’s the beat of dancing feet?
Bree Sherry
Columnist

T
here really is pow er in 
numbers. In the 19th cen 

tury, A m erica saw some 

o f  the strongest unions to date. 

T housands  o f  peop le  pulled  

together to protest because their 

rights were being violated.

From low salary to bad w ork

ing conditions, workers ga th 

ered and went on strike until 

their  dem ands were heard.
As a result, America now has 

some o f  the best w orker unions 

in the world.

Just this past w eekend we 

have .seen A m erica yet again 

exerci.se that we are the “ land o f  

the free and the hom e o f  .the 

brave” as Broadway musicians, 

actors and technicians went on 

strike.

It began  w hen B roadw ay  

producers decided to limit the 

orchestra from  24 m embers to a 

m inim um  o f  seven instrum en

talists last week.

M usicians said if they did not 

reconsider their proposal they 

would strike.

Sure enough, when the p ro 

ducers stood firm, .so did the 

musicians, and at m idnight on 

T hursday , all the m usic ians  

went on strike. However, they 

were not alone in their opinion.

W hen actors and technicians 

cam e to w ork  Friday, they 

w ould not cross the m usic ians’ 

picktit line.

C onsequen t ia l ly ,  all o f  

B roadw ay, som e thousand  

workers, went on strike as well. 

B roadw ay  w as b lack  Friday 

night .causing theater-goers to 

make other plans.

Feelings have been mixed by 

the public- som e m ad about 

having  the ir  show  cance led ,  

others proud o f  the strong sup 

port the actors and technicians 

have show n tow ard the m usi

cians.

We live in America, one o f  

the grea test co u n tr ies  in the 

world, with quite possibly the 

most freedom.

U.S. citizens have the right 

to  say w h a tev er  they  w ant, 

w henever they want.

They have the right to  prac-
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Musicians said if they did not 
reconsider their proposal they would 

strike. Sure enough, when the produc
ers stood firm, so did the musicians, 
and at midnight on Thursday, all the 
musicians went on strike. However, 
they were not alone in their opinion.

tice any religion.

They have the right to elect 

w ho they want to represent their 

country and then form rallies 

and protests when they feel he 

is not doing a good job.

There are so many benefits 

and opportunities to living in 

America.

In what o ther country can c it

izens burn their  own flag in 

protest o f  the governm ent and 

its decisions?

But the American people are 

not always in violent contempt 

o f  their government.

Very o ften  one can see 

A m ericans pull together to sup 

port each other.

The B roadw ay  str ike  is a 

great exam ple o f  this.

Wlien the m usicians went on 

strike, actors found out produc

ers had talked about using d ig i

tal recordings of  the music to 

play during the perform ance so 

the show could go on.

Upon discovery o f  the p ro 

duce rs ’ plans, actors too went 

on strike. A m erica saw m usi

c ians, ac tors  and technic ians 

band together to protest the cut 

in the orchestra.

T hey  s tood  .strong, even 

when producers were trying to 

com prom ise.
In addition to the proposed 

lay o ff  o f  musicians, the thought 

o f  having a digital orchestra is 

s im ply  r id icu lous .  It w ould  

replace h a lf  the m agic o f  theater 

with pre-recorded music.

W hy d o n ’t they just record 

the actors too, this way they 

a lso would only need to do one 

perform ance?

H ere’s a though, they could 

put it on a big screen and play it 

in all parts o f  the country coun t

less times.

W e’ve done  this, th is  is 

called movies.
If  you wanted to see a pre 

p rog ram m ed , flaw less  show, 

you could go  see a movie.

The w hole point o f  theater is 

to see the m agic unfold right 

before you.

Theater is unpredictable. No 

perform ance o f  a show is ever 

the same.

M aking a huge part o f  the 

ater, the music, be recorded is 

taking away that magic.

The s tr ike  ended  lost 

Tuesday with the decision to 

continue with live music and 

only to cut out six instrum ental

ists from each theater.

It is am azing the pow er a 

group o f  people can have. To 

shut dow n every  B roadw ay 

show  m inus one (“C a b a re t” 

remained open due to  their  loca

tion in Studio 54 and having a 

different contract) really shows 

how much pow er lies in the 

worker.

A m ericans should be proud 

that not only is there the ability 

to  p ro tes t aga inst w hat is 

wrong, but there is also a strong 

bond and sense o f  cam araderie 

between peers so much so that 

actors were willing to  forfeit 

paychecks to  support the m usi

cians.

1 applaud the casts  and crews 

o f  Broadway and hope A m erica 

sees it as  an exam ple  o f  how 

ev e ry o n e  shou ld  speak  out 

against injustices and support 

their  fellow Americans.

Contact Bree Sherry at pendu- 

lum%e1on.edu or 278-7247.
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