
Pendulum
Thursday, May 8, 2003 

Vol. 28, Issue 28 

Elon University 

Elon, N X .

If it  matters to you, it matters to The Pendulum.

Graduates will face 
tough Ijob market
S te v e  Earley

Reporter

G raclualion  is a H ule m ore 

Ilian tw o  w e ek s  aw ay. F o r  m ost 

o f  llie c la ss  o f  2 0 0 3 ,  ihis m eans  

lea v in g  ihe E lon  b iihb le for llic 

w or ld  o f  w ork . F am ilia r  co llege  

p lu ase s  such  as “ a l l -p ig h le r  and 

“ r o a d - t r i p "  g iv e  w a y  lo  " jo b  

sh o r ta g e ”  and  “ h ir ing  freez e"  as 

g ra d u a te s  en te r  a w o rk fo rc e  still  

f e e l in g  the  e f fe c ts  :of a w e ak  

n ational e c o n o m y . !

T h e  im e m p lo y h ie n t  ra te  

c l im b e d  to  6  percen t in A pril,  

a c c o rd in g  to  the  B ureau  o f  L^bor 

and  S ta tis t ics  —  jus^ o n e  sy m p 

tom  o f  an  econom ic ; s lu m p  that 

has  dea l t  s ta tes  th e ir  w orst  finan 

c ia l  c r i s i s  s in c e  the  G re a t  

D e press ion .

H o w e v e r ,  E lo n  s e n io r s  are  

less c o n c e r n e d  w ith  e c o n o m ic  

s ta t is tic s  a n d  his torica l  c o m p a r 

i so n s  th a n  b e in g  a b le  (o  say  

“ yes”  to  o n e  s im p le  question : 

“ D o  y ou  h ave a jo b  l ined  u p ?” 

W ith  fe w er jo b s  ou t  there -

a bou t 8 0 0 ,0 0 0  a few  y ea rs  a g o  to 

100 ,000  - 2 0 0 .0 0 0  th is  yea r  - the 

a n sw e r  lo  that ques t io n  m a y  be a 

hit d iffe ren t than  in yea rs  past, 

a c co rd in g  to  J im  A llison , a s so c i 

ate  d i re c to r  o f  the  C a re e r  Center. 

S tu d e n ts  are faced  w ith  an  u n fa 

m ilia r  range o f  op tions .

M o re  s tu d en ts  m ay  b e  go in g  

b ac k  h o m e a f te r  g ra d u a t io n , sa id  

A llison , l i e  w o u ld  not be  su r 

p rised  i f  last y e a r 's  n a t io n w id e  

a v e ra g e  o f  six  o u t  o f  ev e ry  10 

g ra d u a te s  g o in g  h o m e  climl>ed to  

se v e n  ou t  o f  tO th is  year, h e  said.

O th er s  m ay  take  so m e t im e 

off . “ N ot ju s t  the  e c o n o m y  but 

o u r  w o r ld  has  b ee n  s tressfu l  the 

past  fe w  ye a rs ,"  A l lison  sa id . “ I 

a sk  fo lks . ‘W ha t are  y ou  doing  

w h e n  y o u  le a v e  E l o n ? ’ A n d  

ih c y ’ll say, ‘I ’m  tak in g  a v a c a 

t ion  b ec au se  I n ee d  a b re a k .’ A nd  

th a t 's  u n d e rs ta n d a b le .”

B usiness  adniin is trat ion  m ajo r  

R obby  G ran d y  is look ing  to  relax 

a  bit. “T h is  su m m e r  I ’ve got a jo b

See Jobs p. 9

FacuSty say grade InfSatSon 
refSects a national trend
letsica Patchett
Assistant N ew s Editor

A s  the GPA and SA T scores  o f  

incom ing  students  rise, so  d o  the 

average  letter g rades  rece ived  by 

E lo n  s tu d e n ts  e a c h  sem este r .  

H ow e ver ,  m an y  faculty  m em bers  

attribute Ihe d is tribu tion  o f  m ore 

‘above av e ra g e’ grades  not to  a 

pool o f  b r igh ter  s tudents , bu t  lo 

g rade inflation, a national trend 

that is d is turb ing  to  m any  E lon  

professors.

“ W e ’re  c r e a t in g  un re a l is t ic  

ex p e cta tions  on the  par t  o f  s tu 

den ts  - that success  will a lw a y s  be 

easy,”  sa id  psycho logy  p rofessor 

C a th e r in e  K in g .  K in g  rc ce m ly  

spoke with Fox  18 new s regard 

in g  the  effec ts  o f  g rade  inflation 

on  students.

“ W e ’re  m a k in g  in d iv id u a ls  

very  vulnerab le  to  failure,” she 

said.

O ve r the past  10 years, the
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Eton's varsity athletes com peted in a  variety of W ack-B sports Satun±3y as part o l Eton's W ack-E  

Olympics. The students pictured a ta v e  were competing to be the first to finish a  relay race.

Two arrested with $6,000 In stolen goods
L indsay  P o r t e r

N ew s Bciitor

C a m p u s  S a fe ty  a n d  P o lic e  

m a d e  tw o  arres ts  S aturday  night 

a f ter  o ff icers  found $ 6 ,0 0 0  w orth 

o f  s to len  m erchand ise  in b ac k 

p a c k s .  T im o th y  D o u g la s  

B unnells , 17, and  a juven i le  were 

cha rge d  for n u m erous  violations, 

in c lu d in g  fe lo n y  b re a k in g  a n d  

en tering , possession  o f  burg lary  

tools, re s is t ing  a p u b lic  off icer 

and  in jury  to  persona! property.

“ T h e ’ ch a rg e s  are  n u m ero u s  

a n d  t h e y ’re  n o t  d o n e ,  ”  said  

C h u c k  G a n tos ,  ch ie f  o f  C am p u s

S afe ty  and  Police.

S o p h o m o re  M iche le  H am ilton , 

a S ta ley  res ident, ca lled  the c a m 

pus security  off ice at 11:23 p.m. 

an d  reported  tw o  suspicious-look- 

ing  in d iv id u a ls  lu rk in g  in  the  

H a rp e r  C en te r  pa rk in g  lo t  v ic in i 

ty. B unnells  an d  the  juven i le  had 

b ee n  seen  by o th e r  res idents  o u t 

side  o f  M offit t  hall an d  w a lk ing  in 

the H a rp er  C en te r  park ing  lot.

“T h e y  w ere  s tanding  on  the 

c o m e r  by  the  S ta ley  bushes . 1 

co u ld  tell they  w e re n ’t ta lk ing  to 

ea c h  o ther , a n d  it j u s t  looked  

strange ,”  H am ilton  said.

W h e n  security  o ff icers  arrived

on  the scene. B unnells  and ihc 

ju v e n i le  h ad  left the  H a rp er  

C en te r  area. T I jc  tw o  w ere  found 

four to  five m inu tes  la ter  w a lk ing  

th rough  the  park in g  lot at the 

G re e k  cour t ,  ac co rd in g  to  Gantos. 

T lie  tw o  w ere  s topped  for q u e s 

tioning.

G a n to s  said  o ff icers  found a 

large n u m b er  o f  sto len  m usical 

ins trum ents  and  accesso r ies  in Ihe 

in d iv idua ls ’ backpacks,  including 

flutes, a  clarinet and  drum sticks . 

T h e y  w ere  a lso  carry ing  burg lary  

tools.
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