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Student voice essential to 

maintaining liberties
With the controversy and national attention recently 

devoted to free expression on college campuses throughout 

the U.S., there has seldom been a better time to propel the 

issue o f censorship to the forefront o f students’ attentions. 

Perhaps the issue at Elon should not be a condemnation o f  

silenced voices, but an appreciation o f  those that are heard.

An Oct. 3 article in USA Today by Mary Beth Marklein 

discusses accusations o f  liberal campuses silencing conser­

vative student view-poinLs, paiticuliirly in media organiza­

tions as well as classroom settings.

While stories published in The Pendulum are not always 

agreeable with all readers, they are designed to represent a 

spectrum o f student views as well as polar opposites. If 

stories inspire and infomi, go(xl. If they spark critical 

thinking around campus walls and beyond, even tetter.

'ITie student voice, whether its Republican or Democrat, 

liberal or conservative, is the most important indicator o f  

what matters most in our campus community. Voices o f  

dissent are just as important as voices o f agreement, and 

both should be heard and tolerated as such.

The scholastic challenge in this ongoing debate is not to 

place blame in deciding w ho’s right or wrong, but to 

appreciate the core freedom o f  opinion and the right to 

ai'gue otherwise.
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Nude photography pulled from walls

Tim Rosner
Columnist

In last w eek’s edition o f The 

Pendulum there was an article 

concerning the recent Tack-Tiles 

photography display in the 

Center for the Arts. As the 

article e:?cplained, there was a 

single e-mail received by the 

adm inistration that com ­

plained o f the inclusion of 

nude works in this public art 

display. Obviously, this has 

raised many issues.

The e-mail stated that the 

nude work was “pornograph­

ic” in nature. Sadly, this stu­

dent does not understand the dif­

ference between nude works of 

art and pornography. 

Pornography is by nature violent, 

degrading and exploitative. 

Pornography lowers the human 

body to a mere object for sexual 

arousal. Pornography is not art.

Nude art, on the other hand, is 

reverent in its treatment of the 

human body. It asks the viewer to 

see the human body as a work of 

art in and o f itself. Nude art is not 

about sexual arousal. It is about 

aesthetics. In a sense, this is the 

same as taking a landscape pho­

tograph, only instead o f appreci­

ating the natural beauty of an 

expanse o f  the wild, we are 

appreciating the natural beauty of 

the human body.
This is especially important to 

understand in our day and age, 

where the body is often objecti­

fied for commercial purposes and 

many individuals are actually 

m ade to hate their bodies. 

A ccording to the National 

Institute o f  M ental Health, 

approxim ately 5 percent of 

women and 1 percent o f men suf­

fer from some type o f  eating dis­

order. Estimates suggest that 10- 

15 percent o f  the.se eating disor­

ders end in fatalities. Many 

re.searchers have suggested a 

connection between this self- 

hatred o f our bodies and the 

many commercial images that we 

are bombarded with every day. 

These include magazine and TV 

advertisements that feature phys­

iologically abnormal individuals,
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as well as products such as 

Barbie and G.I. Joe.

It seems that many of us have 

become indoctrinated with this 

inappropriate objectification o f  

the human body and the self- 
hatred that our con­

sumer culture pro­

motes. This has lead 

not only to an 

increase in our 

being overly body­

conscious, but in 

our misunderstand­

ing o f nude art. 

Nude art is not 

m eant,to  ask us to 

com pare ourselves 

to these individuals, as much 

advertising does, but to simply 

appreciate the natural beauty of 

the human body. This is a beauty 

that can be found in any human 

body, not just ones that are 6 feet 

1 inch tall and lO.S pounds (as 

many fashion magazines would 

like to have us believe).

A second issue that is raised 

by this situation is that o f  censor­

ship. Let me put this bluntly: to 

censor artists is to stifie creative 

growth and freedom of speech 

and is detrimental to the develop­

ment o f  culture as a whole. Many 

people who are not artists do not 

understand that art is a very diffi­

cult process that involves not 

only an extensive am ount of 

thought, but also an exceptional 

expenditure of emotion on the 

part o f  the artist.

Art is not just about “making a 

pretty picture,” it is about making 

a statement, impacting the viewer 

and challenging our society as a 

whole. By censoring art we pre­

vent the freedom of speech that is 

guaranteed to us by the First 

A m endm ent to the U.S. 

Constitution.

Additionally, in the context of 

an institution o f  education and 

higher learning, by censoring stu­

dent art wc are prevented from 

fully developing as artists. The 

reason the Tack-Tiles exhibition 

was created was to help students 

in the art department to grow as 

artists and to receive constructive 

criticism from the community at 

large. This was an attempt to

expand the education and devel­

opment o f  the artists that partici­

pated and now it is in threat of 

being forbidden and thereby 

eliminating this important devel­

opmental opportunity.

Finally, there is a practical 

issue that arises from this contro­

versy. It has been suggested that 

perhaps this display would have 

been better served if it had t>een 

in an enclosed gallery space, as 

opposed to an open hallway. The 

problem is that the art department 

has no other gallery space other 

than the Ward Gallery o f  which 

to take advantage. The Isabella 

Canon Room is used by visiting 

artists and only displays student 

art during the Student Juried 

Exhibition, the Senior Art 

Exhibitions and special events 

that must be planned at least a 

year in advance in order to pro­

cure this space.
The administration has offered 

the art department no other alter­

native to the Ward Gallery in 

which to display student work. 

While Elon continues to expand 

the facilities available to other 

academic programs such as the 

School of Communications, there 

has been liule done to expand the 

resources available to the art 

department.

It is very disappointing that at 

a liberal arts university such as 

Elon, which prides itself on 

encouraging student engagement, 

student work is now facing the 

possibility o f  being censored. 

The study of the nude human 

body is something that is expect­

ed within any reputable art pro­

gram, so why is this so surpris­

ing?

While there are many miscon­

ceptions in our society regarding 

art, this is not a time to sit by and 

allow them to be reinforced. The 

possible consequences o f  this 

controversy are far-reaching. 

Will you be censored the next 

time you create a video or write a 

research paper that challenges the 

norm? Let us hope that it does 

not come to that.

Contact Tim Rosner at pendu- 
lum@elon.edu or 278-7247.
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