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Coming  
a t t r a c t i o n s

In Theaters 

Friday 1/23

The Butterfly Effect (R)‘
; Ashton Kutcher, Amy 

! Smart

‘ Win a Date With Tad 
: Hamilton! (PG-13)

Kate Boswbrth, Josh 
Duhamei, Topher Grace

i Friday 1/30

I The Perfect Score 
! (PG-13)
: Scarlett Johanssen, Erika 
I Christensen, Chris Evans
i
1

I The Big Bounce 
i (PG-13)
i Owen Wilson, Morgan 
I Freeman, Gary Sinise

You Got Served (PG-13) 
, Marques Houston, 

Omarion, Raz-B, Li! Fizz

In Concert

Friday 1/23
Cat’s Cradle - Carrboro 
Urban Sophisticates 
show at 9 p.m., tix $5

Saturday 1/24
Cat's Cradle - Carrboro 
Weekend Excursion 
show at 10 p.m., tix $10

In the Bubble 

Thursday

Black Box Theater 
“When You Comin’ Back 

Red Ryder?" 
Jan. 22-24 7:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m.,

The same old Stiller returns in ‘Along Came Polly’

Photo courtesy o f  movies.com

Jennifsr Aniston and Bon Stiller star in “Along CarQe Polly, the 
latest Stiller comedy with a large cast of familiar faces such as 
Alec Baldwin, Debra Messing and Philip Seymour Hoffman.

Blake Hinton _____________ _
Review er

B e n  S t i l ler  is  e a s i ly  o n e  o f  

the fun n ies t  c o m e d ia n s  around  

today. H e  has fo u n d  a n ic h e  that 

su its  h im  w e l l  and has p la y e d  

that r o le  o v e r  and  ov er .  In 

“ A l o n g  C a m e  P o l l y , ” S t i l le r  

o n c e  again  p la y s  the a v e ra g e  Joe  

f a c e d  w ith  m a x im u m  e m b a r ­

ra ssm ent .  C o m b if ie d  w ith  the  

t a le n ts  o f  c o - s t a r s  P h i l ip  

S e y m o u r  H o ffm a n  and Jennifer  

A n is to n ;  S t i l ler  is o n c e  again  

very  funny.
T h e  plot,  w h i le  se r v ic ea b le ,  

is  far from  or ig ina l .  S t i l ler  p la y s  

a m an n a m e d  R e u b en  w h o  has  

ju s t  m arried a w o m a n ,  nam ed  

L isa  (D e b r a  M e s s in g ) .  Sad ly ,  

w h i l e  o n  their h o n e y m o o n  L isa  

ch e a ts  o n  R e u b en  and h e ’s o n c e  

aga in  s in g le .  T h e  rest o f  the  

m o v ie  d e ta i ls  R e u b e n ’s r e la t io n ­

sh ip  w ith  a w o m a n  n a m e d  P o lly ,  

p la y e d  b y  A n is to n .

T h in g s  g e t  c o m p l ic a te d ,  o f  

c o u r se ,  as P o l ly  is  H o l l y w o o d ’s 

v e r s io n  o f  a “ fr ee  sp ir i t .” 

R e u b en  w o rk s  as a risk a s s e s s ­

m en t  ana lyst  and i s  qu ite  terri­

f ied  o f  P o l ly  and  her adventu r ­

o u s  w a y s .  T h in g s  ge t  e v e n  m ore  

c o m p l ic a te d  w h e n  L isa  c o m e s  

ba ck  a sk in g  R e u b en  to lo r g iv e  

her.
W h i le  there is r ea lly  noth in g  

n e w  10 th is  m o v ie ,  the lack  o f  

n u a n c e  d o e s  not  s e e m  to b e  

detr im enta l  to  its o v era l l  s u c ­

c e s s .  T h e  sto r y l in e  is not bad. In 

fact,  it is d ecen t .  T h e  p rob lem  is  

the  story c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  w r it ­

ten  in s o m e o n e ’s s l e e p ,  as  all 

the  tw is t s  and turns s e e m e d  to  

h a v e  c o m e  out o f  P lo t -O -M a tic .  

E v e ry th in g  from  the ev en tu a l  

e p ip h a n y  on R e u b e n ’s part to  

the ty p ica l  H o l ly w o o d  “g a y s  are 

fu n n y ” j o k e s  are e le m e n ts  aud i ­

e n c e s  h a v e  se e n  a hundred t im es  

before .
W hat d o e s  w ork  here are the  

j o k e s .  W iii le  not h yster ica l ,  the  

m o v ie  is  qu ite  am u s in g .  T here  

are m a n y  very  funny set p ie c e s ,  

in c lu d in g  o n e  w h e r e  R e u b e n  

s h o w s  o f f  h is  sa lsa  d a n c in g  to  

P o lly .  T h e  o n ly  p rob lem  that 

. _ -ar ises  from  the f i lm ’s j o k e s  is  

the s o m e t im e s  o dd  re l iance  on

bathroom  humor.

W hat m a k e s  the intrusion o f  

bathroom  hu m or  e v e n  m o re  odd  

is the  treatm ent o f  the f i l m ’s  ̂

characters .  D e sp i te  the fam iliar ­

ity o f  the plot,  it is o b v io u s  that  

the script cares  about its tw o  

lea d in g  characters .  It can  e v e n  

be  sa id  that the  sc r ee n w r iter  

h o p e d  to  e l e v a t e  th e  scr ip t  

a b o v e  the norm  w ith  its a tten ­

t ion  to character. A s  sa id  be fo re ,  

the s te r eo ty p ic a l  c h a ra cter iza ­

t io n s  d o  not  en t ire ly  w ork ,  but 

the gro u n d w o rk  for an enterta in ­

in g  t im e  is there. T herefo re ,  the  

intrusion o f  crude j o k e s  d o e s  

not s e e m  to f it  w ith  the se n s it iv e  

nature o f  the f i lm .  It is  to o  bad  

that s tu d ios  fee l  that th is  type  o f  

hu m or  is  o b l ig a to ry  to all c o m e ­

d ie s  now .
A n o th e r  p o s i t i v e  a sp e c t  o f  

the  m o v ie  w a s  the ac t ing .  St i l ler  

i s  a very  ta len ted  c o m e d ia n ,  and  

so  is  A n is to n .  T h e y  m a k e  a great  

pair o n  sc reen  and b o u n c e  o f f  

e a ch  o ther  w e l l .  Yet it is  rea lly  

the supporting  characters w h o  

g e t  m o s t  o f  the laugh s ,  w ith  

great turns b y  A le c  B a ld w in  and 

P hilip  S e y m o u r  H o ffm a n .

In the  end ,  th is  is  a sa fe  but 

v ery  fun ny  f i lm .  It d o e s  n o t  d o  

a n y th in g  n e w ,  but the  a m u s in g  

a s p e c t s  a nd  th e  a t te n t io n  to  

characters w orks„  I f  o n ly  they  

w o u ld  take  out  the  potty  jo k e s .

“A lo n g  C a m e  P o l l y ” m a k e s  an 

a m u s in g  and e n g a g in g  f i lm .

Contact Blake Hinton at pendu- 
lum@elon.edu or 278-7247.

Paint your own pottery, ANYONE can do it! 
And we have over 100 pieces to choose from...

plates, mugs, bowls, frames, pet items, etc. 
AH irt O n e  Pricing! N o  a d d it io n a l studio fees!

A Great p la c e  for parties... 
Sorority Paint Parties. Birthdays, Team Events.

Pottery Around Town win c o m e  to 
your function or event.

 ------------------------------- We'll sketch it, you pain t it!

The p e r fe c t  p e rs o n a lize d  gifts for family, 
teachers, k  coaches. «

Every Wednesday is I J j j  _

College Day,
show your college id  
and  receive

75% off!
a cc>n(cn»pcjriirij ptirtcnj, cfcsî n  ̂ gijt stuciio

Correct Time Plaza*3324 S, Church Street*Burlington*336.584.0339 

No a p p o in tm e n t  necessary.. .  e x c e p t  for l a rg e  parties!

mailto:lum@elon.edu

