
P a g e  1 2  1 T h u r s d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 ,  2 0 0 4

OPINION
T h e  P e n d u lu ®

Accepting 
diversity doesn’f 
have to be difficult

   —  —Charlie Remy

Columnist

T his June, 1 had the 

op|M)rtunity to g o  to San  

F ran cisco  to  attend a  

conference on social ju s 

tice issues. You probably  

k n ow  the saying “I left 

m y  heart ia  San  

Francisco.” W ell, I cer

tainly did. San Francisco  

is  tin incredibly diverse  

city  econ om ica lly , ethni- 

ta l ly  and sexually. T his  

d ivers ity  ad d s to  the 

experience o f  v isiting  the 

city; w hether it is the 

unique ethnic cu isin e  in a 

classy  restaurant or the 

architecture o f  the public  

buildings.

I am  very interested 

in gender and sexuality  

studies. A s  m any o f  you  

know , San Francisco is

o n e  o f  the gay  capitals o f

tile world. T h e  heart o f  

the gay  com m unity  lies  

ill the Ca,stro section  o f  

the city. 1 happened to be  

in the c ity  for [ ,G B T  

(Ix sb ia n , Gay, Bisexual

Many people claim the United States 
is superior and more developed than 

other countries. In terms of LGBT rights 
and tolerance, we fall behind 

tremendously. These couples deserve the 
same rights as you and me.

and Transgender) pride 

w eek . I am  so  glad I w a s  

able to experience  this. 1 

w a s able to attend the  

yearly G ay/L esbian  F ilm  

Festival and w atch  tw o  

e x c e l le n t  f ilm s . I w a s  

am azed  by the solidarity  

o f  the gay  com m u n ity  in 

the  au d ien ce . It w a s  

interesting to se e  h o w  so  

m a n y  o f  them  k n ew  

ea ch  other d u e to the 

n eed  to support them 

s e lv e s  in sp ite  o f  the  

struggles they have had 

to  face  in order to  w in  

rights.

1 found it refreshing  

see in g  sa m e-sex  coup les  

being  able to hold  each  

other’s hands and sh o w  

affection  for o n e  another  

in the very sa fe  environ 

m ent o f  the Castro.

M an y  p e o p le  c la im  

the U nited States is su p e

rior and m ore d evelop ed  

than other countries. In 

term s o f  L G B T  rights 

and to lerance , w e  fall 

b eh in d  trem en dou sly .  

T h e s e  c o u p le s  d eserve  

the sa m e rights as you  

and m e. It b o ils  d o w n  to 

a civ il rights issue. T he

. S tates  
C onstitution should and  

will protect everyone.

It should be clear that 

the ru ling i„  

M a ssa ch u se tts  co v ers  

o n ly  c iv il  m arriages. 

R e lig io n s  w h o  d o  not  

b elieve  in gay  marriage 

are in n o  m eans ob ligat

ed  to partake in the ritual.

I d o n ’t understand h ow

p e o p le  can say  that 

'"‘^ludmg L G B T  people

‘he definition o f
■•'age .w i l l  so m eh o w  

' ■“ te the sanctity  o f  

"’am age . W hy do these  

peop le  care? It is really

their business i"f 

p eo p le  d ec id e  ‘to 

^ioesn’t m ak:

valid
a i d  along with thatfact

• ® s a y  marriage
'^^“e  ,s  heating up

states as they will

a constitution  
am en d m en t in ^  

N ovem b er  elections, i 

think It takes generatir.

P'«“ - U * s h o , ^  that our
~ i o n  Will be n .0  e

L G B T  people; I fc

°" 'y  the right thing to do. 
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