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tudents f' 19, 11 students from
accompani(:jr Peacc? and Justice,
Sor Jam . bx adviser and profes-
Columbu'seS Pickens, drove to
annug] oy, » Ga. to participate in the
the Ap Otest against the School of
I SOn) 1 Fort
e atgt'hFOT many, it was their first
was their;: protest, and for some it
olent irst experience in a nonvi-

Thpl'OtCSt of any kind.

e SOA (now renamed the

estern 3
Hemisphere Institute of

l( Last Meetin
Open Foruml

TONIGHT.

Security Cooperation) gives combat
military training to Latin American
soldiers. The school, often called
the School of the Assassins, has “left
ood and suffering in every
country where its graduates have

returned,” according to the SOA
Watch, a nonprofit organization that
the school and

was formed to close
also organizes the protest. Hundreds
of thousands of Latin Americans
have been tortured, raped: assassi-
nated, “disappeared,” massacred and
forced into refuge by the more than
60,000 soldiers trained at the school
since its establishment in Panama >
years ago.
Activities

a trail of bl

filled the entire week-
end, beginning with “teach-ins” that
educated participants about various
topics. One teach-in was about how
U.S. money, U.S. soldiers and SOA
graduates affect the South American

nation of Colombia.
On Nov. 20, the participants wan-

dered around the fenced-in Fort
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Benning Drive, which was heavily
loaded with Columbus police offi-
nearly ten thousand other
across the nation and
beyond. The atmosphere on
Saturday was onc of a rally, bringing
together activists, musicians, ven-

dors, enormous puppets and celebri-

ties like Susan Sarandon and Martin
Sheen in a daylong event to promote
awareness about the SOA and its
surrounding issues.

On Nov. 20, a large mass of peo-
ple migrated 10 the Columbus
Convention Center t0 watch a new
documentary about participants Who
purposely crossed the line into Fort
Benning and had been arrested. In
addition, the audience was treated to
a cocktail of different musicians
whose music supported their efforts.

Nov. 20 brought a more solemn
and somber event. More than 16
thousand people gathered outside
Fort Benning t0 form a pmcessional
up to the gates. The majority of par-

cers and
people from

ticipants carried white wooden
crosses and everyone chanted
“Presente!” after each name on a
long list of victims killed by inci-
dents involving SOA graduates was

The sheer power of 16,000 peo-
ple, who all believe in one particular
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Protesters at the event held u i i
p white crosses during a sol i
T ‘ 3 emn service (o
bamen_}l')er thosg .who were killed by SOA graduates. The SOA gives con
t military training to Latin American soldiers. %

cause, being in one small area in
tf)gethemess is something that par-
ticipants will not soon forget.

Contact John Planisek at pendu-
lum@elon.edu or 278-7247.
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