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Starbucks 
opens in 
Burlington
Martha-Page Ransdell
Special Projects Editor

Plans are underway to bring 
Starbucks to Burlington. The coffee 
chain’s newest location will be ready 
to open in the fall.

Starbucks will be located on 
Huffman Mill Road, where the old 
Wachovia in front of Colonial Mall 
used to be. The old drive-thru lanes 
of the bank will be tom down and 
new ones will be built to create a 
drive-thru Starbucks, said Chris 
Clayton, an engineer who is working 
on the deal that will bring the com
pany to Burlington,,

“Starbucks is taking big pushes all 
over the nation to take down old, 
empty buildings and uplift them for 
drive-thru Starbucks,” Clayton said. 
Old restaurants, banks and other 
buildings that are no longer in use 
are prime candidates to build new 
Starbucks.

While the new Starbucks will fea
ture a drive-thru lane, it will also 
have indoor seating, similar to most 
other Starbucks.

The new coffee shop will hopeful
ly be ready to open in the fall, but 
this depends on how long it takes for 
building permits to go through.

According to the Starbucks web 
site, high traffic areas are suitable 
locations for the licensed stores. 
University campuses are listed as 
high traffic areas. Since the location 
for the new Starbucks is so close to 
campus, developers and planners are 
hoping to appeal to Elon students for 
business.

“Starbucks decided to come to 
Burlington,” said Kurt Pearson, 
assistant planning director for the 
city of Burlington. “We didn’t go 
looking for them, they came to us. 
We haven’t gone out to get a

See STARBUCKS p 3


