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Next time you are walking through campus take a look around you. Besides the beautiful scenery notice the peo
ple around you. It’s pretty evident that Elon has more women than men. In fact, the ratio is 61 percent women to 
39 percent men. Classrooms are dominated by women, there are more sororities than fraternities and there is one 
more all-female dorm compared to the lone Smith dormitory. What about outside the bubble, are there more women 
than men in other universities?

Colleges and universities around the United States are seeing more and more females on their campus. In fact the 
gender gap has widened in recent years with 43 percent of college students being male and 57 percent being female, 
according to USA Today. This is a dramatic reversal from the 1960s and 70s when men dominated the college scene.

According to NPR, the gender gap in higher education overall is widening in favor of women. Colleges gave out 
200,000 more degrees to women than to men in spring 2005. Women now make up 57 percent of the college pop
ulation and it is continuing to rise. Within ten years, three million more women than men could be attending college.
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