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Service students build liouse over brealc

PHOTO SUBMITTED

From left, Justin Sposato, Andrew Crispin and Nate Smitin saw wood used for ttie hard
wood flooring of tfie Habitat for Humanity house the students helped build in Palm Coast, 
Fla. over Spring Break.

Carolyn VanBrocklin
Reporter

While m any  s tu d e n ts  w ere  en jo y in g  
a res t fu l  Spring Break, a g roup  o f  n in e  
s tu d e n ts  from  the  Elon U n ivers ity  
Catholic  C am pus M inistry  drove  to  
Palm Coast, Fla., to  he lp  bu i ld  a h o u se  
for Habitat for H um anity.

The sm all ,  one-story  h o u se  h a s  
th ree  b e d r o o m s ,  o n e  b a th ro o m , a 
kitch en  and  o p e n  areas  for a l iv in g  
ro o m  a nd  d in in g  room . It is  s im ple ,  but  
one  fa m ily  w il l  ca ll  it hom e.

The g roup  drove  s o u th  March 23, 
and sp en t  th e  n ext  four  da y s  f in i s h in g  
the  h o u se  that  h ad  b e e n  w orked  on by  
severa l  p re v io u s  g r o u p s  o f  s tu d e n ts  
from  aro u n d  th e  country.

T he s tu d e n ts  la id  sod ,  p a in te d  th e  
h o u se  and  laid f looring .

“Many p eo p le  in  the  g roup  h a d n ’t 
ever w orked  w ith  Habitat before,  
s o  th i s  w a s  a g o o d  e x p e r ie n c e  for  
th e m ,” sa id  Trung H uynh-D uc, an  
a d m in is tr a t iv e  a ss is ta n t  for Catholic  
C a m p u s  M in is try  w h o  a c co m p a n ied  
th e  s tu d e n ts  o n  th e  trip.

“There  w ere  so m e  to u g h  p a r ts ,” he  
said . “Everyone w a s  really  h a p p y  that  
th e y  all go t  it don e .”

W hen the  s tu d e n ts  first  arrived at 
th e  worksite ,  p r e v io u s  g r o u p s  had built  
th e  h o u se ,  but the  law n w a s  en t ire ly  
san d ,  a nd  the  h o u s e  had  concrete  
f lo o rs  a nd  dryw all .

D u r in g  th e  f irst  day, s tu d e n ts  
tra n s fo r m ed  th e  sa n d y  law n to gra ss  
w ith  a gard en  in  th e  front yard. D u r in g  
th e  s e c o n d  day, they  p a in ted  the  h o u se .

By the  f ina l  tw o  days ,  th e  h o u s e  w as  
nearly  ready for the  fa m ily  to m o v e  in, 
c o m p lete  w ith  w o o d  f loors .

“It w a s  so  sa t i s fy in g  to se e  the  
c h a n g e s  that our g ro u p  m ade,  even  
fro m  day  o n e ,” f r e s h m a n  Katie Dirks  
said . “We ca m e  to the  h o u se ,  and  there  
w a s  a d u s tb o w l  o f  a yard. We left  that  
day, and  th e  h o u se  had  a la w n .”

The s tu d e n ts  lea rn ed  m a n y  new  
sk il ls ,  in c lu d in g  carpentry.

Stu dents  sa id  the  m o s t  c h a l le n g in g  
part o f  the  w e e k  w a s  the  tw o  days  
sp en t  lay in g  d o w n  w o o d e n  f lo o rs  in  all  
o f  th e  r o o m s  a nd  th e  ha llw ays.

“It w a s  hard to get a ro u n d  corn ers

a n d  c lo s e t s  a n d  th e  e n d s  o f  th e  r o o m ,” 
H uyn h-D u c  said.

The s tu d e n ts  h ad  to sn a p  the  
f lo o r in g  to g e th e r  u s in g  a rubber  
m alle t ,  a n d  w h e n  th e  in s p e c t io n  crew  
c a m e  in  a n d  sa w  o n e  crack in th e  floor,  
th e y  m a d e  th e  s tu d e n ts  r ed o  it.

“It w a s  ha rd  work a n d  so m e  o f  it 
wasn't  all tha t  fun," ju n io r  Caitlin  
M cD onnell  sa id . "But k n o w in g  that  
we h e lp e d  b u i ld  a h o u s e  for s o m e o n e  
w h o  o th e r w ise  w o u ld n ’t have  had  
o n e  w a s  rea lly  sa t i s fy in g .  I felt very  
a c c o m p lish e d .”

Elon s tu d e n ts  w ere  th e  f in a l  group  
to  w ork o n  th e  h o u s e  as part o f  the  
Collegiate  Challenge .

The c h a l le n g e  w a s  created  to g ive  
s tu d e n ts  an a lternative  to th e  typ ica l  
Spring Break o f  b e a c h e s  and  parties .

S tu d en ts  go t  a c h a n c e  to do  
so m e t h in g  for o th e r s  w h o  are in  need.

“It’s ju s t  su c h  a g o o d  o p p o r tu n ity  
for s tu d e n ts  to  do  se rv ice  for the  
c o m m u n ity ,” H uyn h-D u c  said.

The tr ip p ro v id ed  th e  c h a n c e  to  
learn  about carpentry, g a r d e n in g  and  
c o n stru c t io n ,  but it w a s  a lso  a great  
t im e  to forge b o n d s  o f  fr iend sh ip ,  
s tu d e n ts  sa id . For H uynh-Duc, it w as  
n ice  to  se e  th e  s tu d e n ts  w o rk in g  
to gether  as a team .

“4t  th e  end  o f  it, th e y  w ere  g o o d  
friends," h e  said.

On Tuesday n ig h t  o f  th e  trip, 
a current o w n er  o f  a Habitat for  
H u m a n ity  h o u se  m et w ith  the  
s tu d e n ts .  He m a d e  th e  g roup  hot  d o g s  
for d in n e r  to sh o w  h is  apprec iat ion  for  
the ir  cause ,  e v en  th o u g h  h is  h o u se  w a s  
not the  h o u se  th e  g ro u p  built.

B ecause  o f  th e  s u c c e s s  o f  th is  
y e a r ’s trip. C atholic  C a m p u s  M in is try  
i s  p la n n in g  to  c o n t in u e  d o in g  an  
a lternative  sp r in g  break  trip ea ch  year.

Habitat for H u m a n ity ,  th e  n o n p ro f it  
o r g a n iz a t io n  for w h o m  Catholic  
C a m p u s  M in is try  b u i lt  th e  h o u se ,  
w a s  fo u n d e d  in  1978  in  San A n to n io ,  
Texas.

Habitat for H u m a n ity  h a s  a s s is te d  
m o re  th a n  3 0 ,0 0 0  A m e r ic a n  fa m il ie s  
in all 50  states .  There  are m o re  th a n  
1 ,500  Habitat a f f i l ia te s  th r o u g h o u t  the  
U n ited  States.

It w a s  na ra  lo  ge i  aruuu u  luiiicis

Recent intruder report marks fifth incident since January
Andie D iem er 

News Editor

During the p ast  9 0  da y s ,  s tu d e n ts '  
inboxes have b e e n  l i t te r ed  w i th  rep o rts  
of indecent e x p o su re ,  in tr u d e r s  and  
Peeping Tom e n c o u n te r s  o c c u r r in g  
around campus.

The most recent incident, involving  
a white male who exp osed  h im se lf
0 a 20-year-old fe m a le  s tu d e n t  last  
ednesday on N. Holt Street, m a r k e d

fifth incident that h a s  b e e n  
reported since Jan. 6.
1 '^ice Pres ident o f  S tu d en t
'te Smith Jackson sa id  th e  n u m b e r  o f  
nndents is u n u s u a l ly  h ig h .  C a m p u s  

ety and Police C h ie f  C h u ck  C a n to s  
aid university c o m m u n i t i e s  are  p r im e  
®fgets for se x u a l  d e v ia n ts .

Russell, captain o f  police  for 
e Town of Elon, said all the incidents  
em to be isolated and random  at this  
mt. There also d o esn ’t seem  to be a 

recent surge, he said, 
are following up on tips we 
in have b een  pointed

direction,” Russell said. "We have

a c o u p le  p e r s o n s  o f  in terest.  We are 
d o in g  e v e r y th in g  w e can .”

In r e s p o n s e  to the  in c rea s in g  
a m o u n t  o f  i s s u e s  em erg in g ,  the  tow n  
a n d  u n iv er s i ty  c h ie fs  o f  p o l ice  held an  
o p e n  fo ru m  o n  c a m p u s  about safety,  
Jackson  said.

T hree  s e x u a l  e x p o su r e s ,  one  
s u sp ic io u s  p e r so n  and  one  Peeping  
Tom a ccou nt have  b e e n  reported.

“The to w n  po l ice  are working  
d il ig en tly  to so lve  th e se  ca se s  and  
arrest th e  p e r so n s  perpetra ting  th e se  
c r im e s ,” Jackson  said. “The un iv ers ity  
i s  in  co n sta n t  c o m m u n ic a t io n  w ith  the  
to w n  and a s s is t in g  th e  to w n  in  th is  
s ig n i f ica n t  e ffort .”

S tu dents  w h o  have  b e e n  v ic t im s  
w ere  ga th ered  and  q u es t io n ed  for  
su b s e q u e n t  in fo rm a tio n  last week,  
Jackson  said. On the  n igh t  o f  the  
last  inc id en t,  Cantos, Russell,  Town  
M anager Mike D ula  and Jackson m et to 

d i s c u s s  the ir  next  m ove.
Two o ff icers  from  the  t o w n s  

dep a r tm e n t  and  one  from  ca m p u s  
s e c u r ity  have b e e n  a ss ig n ed  to the  
task; m ore  o ff icers  are act ing  as extra

m a n p o w er  to patrol the  s tr e e ts  and  
fo l low  up o n  leads,  R u sse l l  said.

“Rest a s su r ed  w e ’re d o in g  w hat w e  
can to catch the g u y  or g u y s ,” R u sse ll  
said. “We’re trea t ing  it very  ser io u s ly .”

A com posite  o f  the  su sp ec t  
from  N. Holt Street w as  re leased  
last Wednesday, but m ore  se c u r ity  
m e a su r e s  are b e in g  im plem ented ,  
su ch  as in s ta l l in g  m ore  v id eo  cam eras ,  
star t ing  a N e ighborhood  Watch 
program  a nd  p rogram s like H ouse  
Vacation, a serv ice  w here  to w n  p o lice  
w ill  keep an eye on an apartm ent or 
h o u se  w h ile  its  o c cu p a n ts  are away.

Even th o u g h  th ere  i s  a n  e x c e s s  o f  
off icers  a nd  d e tec t iv es  w ork ing  o n  the  
ca ses ,  the  m o s t  im p o rta n t  t h in g  to  
r em e m b e r  is  to practice  sa fe ty  h ab its  
and contact a u th orit ies  im m e d ia te ly  if  
a n y th in g  is w i tn e s s e d ,  Jackson  said .

“It is  a natu ra l  reaction  to call  
a ro o m m a te ,  but you  lo se  v a luab le  
se c o n d s ,” he  said. “It’s okay  to  
call  911 and  get th e  fas te s t ,  m o s t  
co m p r eh en s iv e  r e s p o n s e .  The faster  
they  can  get there  th e  b etter  c h a n c e  
they  can  f in d  s o m e o n e  or e v id e n c e .”

COMPOSITE DRAWING FROM TOWN POLICE

A sketch of the intruder was rendered 
based off the student’s descriptions. The 
mug sketch, pictured above, was sent to 
all students by Dean of Students Smith 
Jackson.
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