
ijjePendulum
Wednesday, April 30, 2008 /  Page 11

m ■

Opinions
students for Peace and Justice 
stands behind its protest
A collective message from 
Students for Peace and Justice

Students  for Peace 
and Justice  has  been  
organizing a ro u n d  the  
issue of sweatshops for five 
years now. We have held  
meetings with s tu d e n ts  
and administra tors, 
distributed petitions, 
staged conferences a n d  
all of the o ther soft tac tics  
that sh o u ld  have w orked, 
but didn’t. We dec ided  as 
a group that the  t im e  h a d  
come to be m ore  severe. O ur 
requests were sim ple  a n d  
our steps gradual.

What we w a n t  now, 
and what we have  w a n te d  
for years, is fo r E lon to  
join the W orkers R ig h ts  
Consortium (WRC), 
something th a t  n e a r ly  200  
other schools h av e  d one .  
The WRC is a t r a n s p a r e n t ,  
independent o r g a n iz a t io n  
that inspects  f a c to r ie s  
where client s c h o o ls  
garments a re  m a d e  a n d  
then reports  th e  f i n d in g s  
to the world. T he  Fair  
Labor A ssoc ia tion  (FLA) 
is an o rgan iza t io n  s t a r t e d

by  c l ie n t  c o m p a n ie s  an d  
r u n  by c l ien t  com pan ies .
It i n s p e c t s  few factories , 
g ives  w a rn in g s  be fo re  it 
co m es  a n d  d o e sn 't  re p o r t  
i t s  f i n d in g s  to  th e  public. 
T h a t ’s go o d  en o u g h  for 
so m e  b u t  n o t  for u s  an d  
n o t  fo r  a u n iv e r s i ty  th a t  
p r id e s  i t s e l f  on  civic 
e n g a g e m e n t .

Critics are  legitimate 
in  q u es t ion ing  the  tim e 
an d  place of ou r  actions 
an d  why they w eren’t 
officially sanctioned.
SfPJ h a s  b een  a ro u n d  for 
years . We u n d e rs ta n d  tha t 
th e re  a re  p rocedures,  but 
we d id n ’t w an t to  r u n  the 
r i sk  of be ing  told “No.” We 
also  d id n 't  w an t to seem 
d is re sp ec tfu l  w hen we did 
it anyway. In t im es pas t  we 
have b een  den ied  actions 
because  of tim e  and  place 
considera t ions  an d  we 
n eed ed  to ta lk  to incom ing 
s tu d en ts .

Public  p ro te s t s  are  
h e ld  w hen  going th ro u g h  
le g i t im a te  c h a n n e ls  d o e sn ’t 
c rea te  th e  n ece ssa ry  
change .  T ak ing  to  the  
s t r e e t s  is  fu n  b u t  fu n  is

no t the  re a so n  we do it.
We are  no t special. We 
are  no t above rep ro ach  or 
regu la tion  because  every 
s tu d e n t  g roup  shou ld  be 
em pow ered  to do w hat 
they  th in k  is necessary  to 
e n su re  th a t  the  un ive rs i ty  
r e m a in s  a place where 
ideas can  flow.

Our actions may have 
seem ed attention-seeking 
and  perhaps inflam matory, 
bu t we are  OK with that.
We w anted to s ta r t  a 
conversation. We w anted to 
in form  incoming s tuden ts  
tha t  they are  entering 
an ins ti tu t ion  tha t  has 
taken  only the  sm allest 
steps to d is tance  itself 
from  sweatshops, while 
exciting incoming and  
cu rren t s tuden ts  about the 
possibilities for activism on 
cam pus.

The FLA is the  easiest 
step im aginable  aside from  
no steps at all, and  in  the 
in form ation  age, ignorance 
is no longer an  excuse. 
Joining the  WRC is ano ther 
step in  a long tr ip  tha t  will 
eventually, w ith Elon’s help, 
invigorate local and  foreign

economies. Sweatshops 
p resen t a complicated 
question  an d  the re  are  no 
easy answ ers.

SfPJ is an  activist 
o rgan iza tion . It is our 
place to s t a r t  a fu ss  an d  
to act out. We respec t 
o rg an iza tio n s  like Elonthon, 
SGA, Invisible C h ild ren  and  
Model UN; they have the ir  
place an d  we have ours . We 
are  a ne tw ork  of ac t iv is ts  
an d  we em brace  the  
d if f icu lt  com plexity  of the  
is sues  we face. We a re  su re  
people were offended  and  
a ff ron ted  b u t  we only told 
the  t ru th :  Elon does su p p o r t  
sw eatshops. If t h a t ’s h a rd  
to  d igest we can  he lp  you 
change your diet.

We d re a m  of a n d  w ork  
to w a rd s  a d ay  w h en  Elon 
is  no  longe r  com p lic it  
in  o p p re s s io n ,  w h en  all 
Elon s tu d e n ts  u n d e r s ta n d  
th e i r  p lace in  th e  w orld  
a n d  w hen  SfPJ c a n  d iv e r t  
its  en e rg ie s  in to  c l im b in g  
trees ,  k n i t t in g ,  cook ing  
a n d  s ing ing . U ntil  th e n ,  
we w ill do w h a t  we m u s t  
to  b r in g  the  c h an g es  th a t  
we can.

Don’t be quick to dismiss Mrs. Clinton

Derek Kiszely
Columnist

The highly-anticipated do-or-die  
Pennsylvania p r im a ry  h a s  com e an d  
gone. April 22, a da te  we w aited  six 
weeks for, has been  rep laced  by May 6, 
when Indiana and  N orth  C aro l ina  hold 
their primaries.

But when will it end? Will the  
“monster" tha t is H illa ry  C lin ton  
take this th ing  all th e  w ay to  the  
Democratic National C onven tion  in 

D enver as she 
h a s  th rea ten ed ?

D on 't tell 
m e th a t  people  
a c tu a lly  w an t 
th i s  th in g  to be 
over! If they  did, 
w hy c o u ld n ’t 
O b am a  w in  
Pennsy lvan ia?
It cou ld  have 
gone one  of two 
ways: E ither 
th e  a lm ig h ty  
O b am a  w ould  

pull off an upse t e ffectively  en d in g  
this thing once a n d  for all o r  H illary  
the “horrible” w ould  have to  w in  by at 
least 10 points to die  a n o th e r  day. And 
she did.

So 1 wasn't s u r p r i s e d  to see  Obama- 
tnaniacs s ta r t  w ea r in g  “Stop the  
drama, vote O bam a!” T -sh ir ts  a f te r  
April 22. They're ju s t  bit ter . A nd who 
can blame them ? In the  im m ed ia te  
aftermath of the  P en n sy lv an ia  p rim ary , 
instead of ask ing  why C lin ton  w on 't  
drop out, repo r te rs  s t a r t e d  ask in g  
Why can't O bam a c lose th e  deal?"

Now as much as I’d  like to  believe 
that North C arolina m ay  play  a m ore  
‘'|''PO''tant role th a n  P ennsy lvan ia ,
North Carolinians s h o u ld n ’t let it go  
to their heads. It c er ta in ly  isn't as  
exciting as the News & O bse rve r  m a k es  
It. They sell m ore p a p ers  by  m a k in g  it 
seem like a co m p etit iv e  race.

Unfortunately th a t ’s no t  th e  case,  
tveryone e x p ects  O bam a to  w in  

Orth Carolina. So e v e n  th o u g h  N orth  
rolina has m ore  de leg a te s ,  In d ian a  is  

getting more a ttention .
But it’s not too late. N orth  Carolina!
 ̂can still help H illa ry  C lin ton  pu ll

off the  upset of a century! And if we 
help  her w in N.C., we’re  guaran teed  at 
least ano the r  m on th  of political drama!

All Hillary has to do is beat 
everyone's expecta tions by closing 
the  gap ju s t  a little, and  she'll make 
front-page news. At th is  po in t in  the 
race, i t ’s not ju s t  a m a tte r  of w hether 
or no t a candidate  can win a state, it is 
how they win it. And Obama has to win 
big in  North Carolina because polls 
have consistently  shown h im  beating 
C linton by double digits.

But w hen Hillary Clinton challenged 
Barack O bam a to a debate in North 
Carolina, his  cam paign issued a press 
re lease tha t said the Illinois senator 
“w ou ldn ’t be able to fit it in his 
schedule."

T h a t’s a p re t ty  flimsy excuse. And 
yet n ine  out of 10 voters in  North 
Carolina value “tru s tw o rth in ess” over 
experience, and  Obama is somehow 
seen  as m ore trustworthy.

It certa in ly  is su rp ris ing  tha t North 
C arolina voters t r u s t  Obama as m uch 
as the  polls  suggests. 1 feel much more 
com fortable  with what 1 know about 
Clinton th a n  what we don’t know about 
Obama. No, I’m not suggesting “B. 
H ussein  O bam a” is a Muslim. It is ju s t  
odd  to th in k  tha t a m an  no one knew 
two years ago would be viewed as 
m ore tru s tw orthy  than  someone w ho’s 
faced years of public scrutiny  and  is 
still s tand ing  after an all-out character 
assassin a tio n  by the Republican attack

m achine. , . » u„
Is it because he adm itted  tha t he 

snor ted  coke and  smoked pot? Because 
if th a t ’s all it takes to be seen as an 
honest, up stand ing  role-model m  
society, I have a confession to make. 
O ther than  tha t he has no record to 
prove he can walk the w a lk .  The fact 
tha t  he refused  to debate Hillary shows 
he’s a m an  of words, not action.

Of course, I wouldn 't expect 
any th ing  less from Obama’s campaign. 
His refusa l to face Hillary in ano ther 
debate is a sound strategic decision. To 
say he has  a track record of less-than- 
ste llar  debates is an understatem ent.
He o?ten times looks like a s tu tte rm g

fool and  h is  pathetic  perform ance 
at last week's Pennsylvania debate 
probably cost h im  a percentage po in t 
or two.

Sure, the  m an  can deliver a p re t ty  
speech, bu t he doesn’t do so well 
candidly, which is why he doesn ’t want 
to have a conversation  about the  issues 
th a t  m a tte r  to N orth  Carolinians: He 
w ants  to tell u s  what m a tte rs ,  safe 
and sound  beh ind  h is  pod ium , w ith 
a p re t ty  poster tha t  says “Change You 
Can Believe In.”

But how are we supposed  to believe 
Barack O bam a is an  “agent of change," 
w hen he w on’t even let u s  see how he 
hand les  h im se lf  in  a debate? Does he 
th in k  i t ’s going to get easier if he's 
the nominee? This ex tended  p rim ary  
is essentia lly  a test. If Obama is 
com plain ing  about having to debate 
Hillary, w hat should  we expect when 
he has  to debate John  McCain?

I 'm su rp r is e d  he h a s n ' t  s ta r te d  
co m pla in ing  abou t how  h is  h a i r  
h a s  go tten  g rayer  s ince he  s ta r te d  
cam paign ing . It’s p robab ly  b ecau se  
h e ’s too  busy  ta lk ing  ab ou t how 
ra re ly  he gets  to see h is  family, as if 
he som ehow  d eserves  th e  sy m p a th y  
vote for a b a n d o n in g  h is  tw o li t t le  
g ir ls  at hom e so he can  s tage  a 
pub lic ity  s tu n t  a t a bow ling  alley 
in  P ennsy lvan ia  w here  he bow led  a 
pa the tic  score of 37.

But does tha t m ean  he should  
deny North C arolin ians an d  o ther 
A m ericans one last chance  to see h im  
on a nationally  te levised debate? It 
sou n d s  like Obam a's the  b it te r  one.

Hillary, on the o the r  hand , has  
said she’d m eet O bam a in a debate 
“anytime, anywhere." She isn 't going 
to give up  any tim e soon. Whatever 
its outcome, the  May 6 p r im a ry  will 
come and  go. H illary will probably  
go on to win West Virginia, Kentucky, 
Guam and  Puerto Rico. And O bam a 
will have to get over h is  b it te rness  
tow ards debates, because  she 's  a lready  
challenged h im  to two in  Oregon, 
which will take place on the  soon-to-be 
highly-anticipated do-or-die p r im a ry  
held on May 20.

Your sex 
shouldn’t 
affect 
your vote
Taylor Doe
Contributing Columnist

W hen  s tu d y in g  a b ro a d  in  
I r e la n d  th i s  W in te r  T erm ,
I e n c o u n te r e d  a s t r a n g e  
p h e n o m e n o n .  E veryone 

I  . w a n te d  to  t a lk  p o l i t ic s  w i th  
■ th e  A m e r ic a n s  a n d  inev itab ly , 

one  o f  th e  f i r s t  q u e s t io n s  
a sk e d  w as , "Are y o u  v o t in g  
for H i l l a ry ? ” W hen I w o u ld  
r e s p o n d  w i th  a v e ry  a d a m a n t  
“No,” a look  o f  sh o c k  w o u ld  
b e  s t a r in g  m e  b a c k  in  th e  
eye. “But y o u ’r e  a w o m a n !” I 
w o u ld  a lm o s t  a lw ays  h e a r  in  
re s p o n se .

T h is  s t r u c k  m e  a s  o d d  th e n  
a n d  a s  th e  p r im a r y  s e a s o n  
h a s  p ro g re s s e d ,  it  h a s  b eco m e  
in c re a s in g ly  m o re  f r u s t r a t i n g  
to  me. Why, as  a  w o m an , a m  
I e x p e c te d  to  vo te  fo r  H il la ry  
C lin ton?  A m  I s u p p o s e d  to  
ig n o re  h e r  v a r io u s  po licy  
s ta n c e s  t h a t  I d i s a g re e  w i th  
a n d  s u p p o r t  a  c a n d id a te  b a se d  
on  g en d er?  A n d  w hy  is  it  th a t  
i f  I d o n ’t s u p p o r t  H il la ry  th a t  
I a m  c a s t in g  a vo te  a g a in s t  
m y  g e n d e r  an d ,  as  a p re v io u s  
c o lu m n is t  in  The P e n d u lu m  
s ta ted ,  sh o w in g  th a t  I am  
“c o n ten t  w ith  s ta y in g  h o m e  an d  
iro n in g  m y  h u s b a n d ’s s h i r t s  fo r 
th e  r e s t  o f  m y life"?

To me, th i s  is  th e  u l t im a te  
fo rm  o f  sex ism .  To a s s u m e  
b a se d  so le ly  on  m y  g e n d e r  
th a t  I w ill  vo te  for H il la ry  
u n fa i r ly  p ro f i le s  m e  a n d  th e  
r e s t  of th e  w o m en  a c ro s s  th e  
U n ited  S tates. I fee l l ike  w e 've 
p ro g r e s s e d  to  th e  p o in t  w h e re  
we re s p e c t  t h a t  w o m e n  a re  
s t ro n g ,  in d e p e n d e n t  t h i n k e r s  
a n d  c a n  look  b e y o n d  su r fa c e  
c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  w h en  we d ec id e  
w ho  to  s u p p o r t .  A re  m e n  ever 
a c c u se d  o f  s u p p o r t in g  Jo h n  
M cCain b e c a u s e  he  is  a n  o ld  
w h ite  guy? No, b e c a u se  th e  
v e ry  n o t io n  o f  v o t in g  b a s e d  
exc lu s ive ly  on  g e n d e r  is  
a b su rd .

I re co g n ize  th a t  w om en  
stil l  face cha l lenges  and  
obstac les  o u r  m a le  c o u n te rp a r t s  
d o n 't  dea l w ith  a n d  H il la ry ’s 
c an d id acy  is p ro o f  o f  ju s t  how 
fa r  we have com e as a society. 
The fac t th a t  a w o m an  is in  
se r io u s  co n ten t io n  to  take  the  
W hite H ouse  is am az in g .  But,
I a lso  reco g n ize  th a t  in  th is  
cam p a ig n  she  is n o t  the  b e s t  
c an d id a te  an d  I give m yse lf  
a n d  w om en  ac ro ss  A m erica  
m ore  c red i t  th a n  to look p a s t  
th e  w eak n esse s  in  he r  reco rd  
an d  vote for h e r  b ecau se  sh e ’s a 
w om an.

I th in k  i t ’s t im e  th a t  we s top 
h a ra s s in g  th e  w om en  w ho  d o n 't  
su p p o r t  H illa ry  C lin ton. We 
are  s m a r t  vo te rs  w ho ca s t  o u r  
ba l lo ts  for th e  can d id a te  we 
believe can  b e s t  a d d re s s  o u r  
p ro b lem s  a n d  lead  th e  c o u n t ry  
in  th e  r ig h t  d irec tio n ,  no t b a se d  
o n  w ho looks th e  m o s t  like 
us. Maybe in  2012 th e  m o s t  
q ua l if ied  c an d id a te  will be  a 
w o m an  an d  I c an  p ro u d ly  give 
m y su p p o r t  to  her, b u t  th i s  t im e  
a ro u n d  I’ll b e  g iv ing  my vote to 
Barack O bam a.


