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Distinguished alumni receive awards during Homecoming
alumni from page 1
Noel L. Allen ’69 — D istinguished 
A lum nus of the  Year

Allen h a s  b ecom e one of the  
na t ion ’s top  a t to rn ey s  a n d  legal 
scholars  a f te r  g ra d u a t in g  w ith  a 
bache lo r’s deg ree  in  h is to ry  from  Elon.

He is now  a p res iden t  an d  found ing  
and  m a n a g in g  p a r tn e r  of Allen and  
Pinnix law firm .

He focuses on  public  policy, 
occupational licensing  and  
adm in is tra tive , a n t i t r u s t  an d  trade  
regu la tion  law.

He w as n a m e d  N orth  Carolina 's  
“Legal Elite,” in  B usiness  N orth  
Carolina m ag az ine ,  one  of th e  s ta te ’s 
top lawyers by N orth  C aro lina  Super 
Lawyers a n d  received th e  In te rn a t ion a l 
Service Award fro m  th e  N.C. Bar 
A ssociation’s In te rn a t io n a l  Law and 
Practice Section.

He c la im s h is  g rea te s t  h on o r  is 
that he h a s  served  as a m e m b e r  of 
Eton’s Board of T rus tees  s ince 1985, 
during  w hich  t im e  he h a s  served  as 
board  ch a ir  for a few te rm s .  He was 
im p o rtan t  in  th e  b o a r d ’s decis ion  to 
open th e  Elon University  School of Law 
in Greensboro , w here  he  serves on the  
board  of adv isers .

He has also been  an  adjunct 
professor at Campbell Uni\ ersity of Law 
and published articles on ethics, the  use 
of expert w itnesses and  lenal challenges 
for regulating Internet prai iice.

Bonnie Baxter ’88 — Disf iguished 
Alumna of th e  Year

Since she  g rad ua ted  in 988 with 
a degree in  biology, Baxti has  m ade 
revolutionary d iscoveries  n  biology 
and astrobiology.

“My ca ree r  p a th  w as ri . lly 
in f luenced  by w here  I g n  up, w here
I went to college an d  all t ' p ro fessors  
who w ere he re ,” Baxter said.

Baxter is in te rn a t ion a l I \ k now n 
for her DNA cell rep a ir  research , 
especially  at th e  Great Salt Lake 
where she  fo u n d  m ultip le  species of 
m ic ro o rg a n ism s  called  “ha lo ph ile s .” 
This ev idence con trad ic ted  the  th eo ry  
that life c a n n o t  exis t in  a h igh-sa l ine  
environm ent .

Her w ork h a s  b een  u se d  as a
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left to  right; Bonnie Baxter, Noel L. Allen, Lundon B. Sims, Laith al-Majali and Joan Summers Drumond received alumni awards last weekend.

s ta r t in g  po in t  for s tu d y in g  the 
possib il ity  of life on o the r  planets, 
p a r t icu la r ly  Mars.

Baxter w as aw arded  th e  Utah 
G overnor’s Medal for Science and 
Technology an d  was also  profiled  in 
Salt Lake m a gaz in e  in  a s to ry  ti tled  
“Five Women C hang ing  U tah.”

Joan Sum m ers D rum m ond ’52 — 
A lum ni Service Award

In 1952, D ru m m o n d  g rad u a ted  
fro m  Elon w ith  a degree  in  biology 
and  ch e m is t ry  an d  began  w ork ing  for 
Vick Chemical Co. as an  analytical 
laboratory chem ist .  She was th e  firs t 
w o m an  to be  p rom oted  to m a n a g e r  at 
Vick Chemical. Even w hen  the  com pany  
w as sold to  d if fe ren t com panies ,  
D ru m m o n d  re m a in ed  an  im p o r ta n t  
asset to th e  company.

She re t i red  in  1990 a n d  has  since 
worked  w ith  th e  Hospice League of 
A lam ance /C asw ell  counties ,  and  now 
serves  on  th e  league’s b o a rd .  She 
h a s  also  sp en t  a lot of tim e  w ork ing  
at the  W om en’s Resource Center of 
Burlington, th e  H um ane  Society 
of A lam ance  County, Residential 
T rea tm en t Services of A lam ance

County, Democratic  Women of 
A lam ance County  an d  Meals on 
Wheels, w here  she is a coordinator.

D ru m m o n d  and  her h u sb a n d  gave 
back to Elon in  2006 w hen they donated  
$25,000 to establish  the Joan and  James 
D ru m m o nd  Endowed Scholarship in 
Chemistry. There is now a research  lab 
in  McMichael n am ed  after them.

Lundon B. Sims ’02 — Young Alum na 
of the Year

Since g ra du a t in g  in  2002, Sims 
h as  u se d  he r  h is to ry  education  and  
Spanish  degrees to fu r th e r  he r  career 
an d  help  o thers .

After g radua tion , she  spen t more 
th a n  two years  in N icaragua w ith  the  
Peace Corps, w here  she tr a in e d  school 
teachers  and  taugh t s tuden ts .

Since re tu rn in g  from  th e  Peace 
Corps, she has  ta u gh t A dvanced 
Placem ent W'orld H istory  a n d  Spanish
II at R.J. Reynolds High School in  
Winston-Salem, N.C.

She also he lp ed  develop R.J.R. 
W.O.R.L.D., a p ro g ra m  th a t  encourages  
s tu d e n ts  in  the  h o no rs  world h is to ry  
c lasses to vo lun teer  in  Forsyth  
County. She h a s  ass is ted  h e r  s tu d en ts

in  f ind ing  the se  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  by 
b r ing ing  th e  Kiva.org Project to 
Reynolds High School.

Sims is also a t ran s la to r  at the  
Centro  La C o m m u n id ad /C o m m u n i ty  
Care Center.

Laith al-Majali ’05 — Young A lum nus 
of the Year

Ever since he w as a s tu d e n t  in the 
Elon School of C om m unica t ions , Majali 
has  show n t r e m e n d o u s  po te n tia l  as a 
f i lm m aker.

Majali was th e  firs t King H ussein  of 
Jo rd an  Scholar to come to Elon in 2001. 
He was active in cam p u s  o rg an iza tions  
an d  m ed ia  g roups .

While still a n  Elon s tu d en t,  Majali 
in te rn ed  in  Los Angeles, w here  he 
collaborated  w ith  A m in  Matalqa, 
a lso  fro m  Jordan . The two recently  
p ro du ced  “Capta in  Abu Raed,” the  first 
fea tu re  f i lm  to  em erge  from  Jo rdan  
in  50 years . The fi lm  received the  
World C inem a Audience Award at the  
S undance  Film Festival in  2008.

He h a s  recently  b e en  w ork ing  on a 
si tcom  for the  Showtim e network. It is 
b ased  on w hat he experienced  as an 
A rab s tu d en t  in  the  South.

START OUT

START IN  TH E LEAD

s t a r t :c o m m a n d in g 7\t t e n t io n

M

rgfePERSHip

£? ilXcpi t

START STRONG

. ♦ Th-n thBr«-s A rm y Strong. By •nrollinci in Army ROTC at Elon U niversity  you will d*v*l0Fp
® ^  Officar's com m ission  aft*r grad u ation -tw o  th in gs  th a t will h«lp ^dership skills and . a m  an .

sura you s u c c « l  .n Ufa. Wit*, a s^art Major S to v e  Thompson at 3 3 6 - 2 7 8 - ^ 3
 ̂■ or s th o m p so n 1 7 ® * lo n .# ^

P H .  REGISTER NOW FOB A SPRING LEADERSHIP ELECTIVE.
SEE OUR COURSES IN THE ELON CATALOG UNDER M IL ITA R Y  SCIENCE.

I  «Br ^  t h *  y m t * d  A rm y  All f i 9 h t s


