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Increase in accepted applicants curbs possible negative effect on 
private school education; nation’s economic status hurting Elon
Margeaux Corby 
News Editor

Letters o f acceptance are currently  
traveling  from  Elon’s admissions center 
to the mailboxes and inboxes of eager 
high school seniors. This  year, the 
num ber of acceptances w ill increase as 
adm inistrators prepare for decreased 
attendence by students whose parents  
w ill  struggle to finance a private school 
education.

“Elon is well-positioned to face 
what is defin ite ly  coming," said Susan 
Klopm an, vice president of admissions  
and f inancia l planning. “At this stage 
in  the game, we feel very fortunate our 
applicant pool is very strong and we are 
on course.”

Elon w ill  be accepting 00 additional  
applicants this year, leading to a total 
4,030 offers of admissions compared to 
the usual 3,990.

As a result of these fiscally tenuous 
times, more attention is being paid to 
enro llm ent of the class of 2013.

“We are watching admissions extra  
carefu lly  and w il l  adm it a few more  
students," President Leo Lambert said. 
“We have to have more offers out there  
to get the same class size.”

Such financia l hardships have many  
questioning what university  program s  
or services w ill  be sacrificed to meet 
the challenges of a tight budget and  
fa iling  economy.

“O ur budget is made up almost  
exclusively of tu it ion  revenue,” Lam bert  
said. “Fewer students mean fewer 
classes being taught and therefore less

faculty needed.”
Both K lopman and Lam bert 

emphasized that cutting programs and  
staff w il l  only occur in the most d ire of 
situations.

“I f  you are ta lk ing  about drastic  
change you're ta lk ing  about cutting  
people, which is not something we are 
th in k in g  about,” Lam bert said.

A freshm en class that has 50 
students less than  expected can lead 
to a revenue loss of about $1 m illion,  
Lam bert said.

Klopm an and Lam bert both said the  
univers ity ’s cinching of the financial 
belt w il l  not be burdened on student 
shoulders, but w ill occur imperceptibly  
w ith in  university operation costs.

“There w ill  be a more internal 
allocation of resources,” Lambert said. 
“It is easy to pass the difference onto 
students, but parents w il l  feel a pinch. 
I ’m  going to tell students that we are 
going to have a tu it ion  increase that is 
lower than last year.”

Klopm an ensured that Elon’s 
academic standards for enro llm ent w il l  
not suffer because of these increased  
acceptances.

“O ur academic p ro file  has 
s tab ilized ,” Klopm an said. “They m ight  
have a one-tenth point lower GPA or 10 
point lower SAT score, but that is not a 
d if fe re n t  student.”

K lopm an said Elon exceeded all 
previous records for students v is iting  
campus this year, and that re latively  
the same am ount of applications were 
received this year as in past years.

“We are perceived as an incredible
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More students may need extra assistance from Elon’s Financial Planning office, but the 
university is taking measures to help students.

value in  private education and we are very 
careful in choices we make,” she said.

Klopman said in the case of a 
decreased income into the university, 
there w ill be less money available for 
operation funds which “ run  everything  
from salary and financial aid.”

“We’d have to m ake adjustm ents  
to the th ings we enjoy but can work  
w ithout,” K lopm an said.

K lopm an ta lked  about the possib ility  
of m ak in g  the academic catalog s tr ic tly

on line , saving thousands of dollarso! 
p rin t in g .

L am b e rt  discussed changing th 
com puter rep lacem ent schedule t 
facu lty  m e m b e rs  so laptops set tob 
rep laced every  th re e  years could b 
extended  to every  four.

“These tim es  cause you to be a 

e ff ic ien t as possible,” Lambert sâ  
“These are th in gs  tha t you think aboi 
to save m oney.”
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Elon avoids economic 
crisis, some potential 
students may not
Chris King 
Reporter

As an economic crisis envelopes 
most of Am erica and the world, the 
same does not seem to be the case for 
m any Elon students. For others, it could 
be a deciding factor in whether they are 
able to attend a private university or a 
public one.

A ccording to Pat Murphy, the 
d irec to r o f f inanc ia l p lanning, Elon is 
c urre n tly  not seeing that much of an 
effect from  the bad economy.

“We are a tu it ion -d riven  school, so we 
can ’t rea lly  a ffo rd  to be losing student 
body,” M urphy  said. “We’ve been 
w atching w hat has been happening  
between now and spring semester, 
and the b u rsa r’s office reports that 
every th ing  is going just like  norm al. 
We don ’t anticipate seeing any drop in  
student body or en ro llm en t.”

Dean of Adm issions Greg Zaiser 
supports M u rp h y ’s statements, saying  
Elon has had m ore students applying  
early action and early decision than  
ever before. However, the n um ber of 
total applicants m ight have dipped by 
“a t in y  m argin ," but noth ing  remotely  
significant.

And what w il l  happen for students  
in need of f inanc ia l aid as the budget 
at hom e gets t igh ter and th ings like  
a $32,000-a-year private institu tion  
starts to look m ore like a lu x u ry  they 
can’t afford?

“In term s o f financia l aid, we always  
get students or parents com ing to us 
w ith  special cases,” M urphy said. “We’ll 
have parents who get la id o ff  or lose 
th e ir  jobs and we have always been 
able to help in  situations like  that. 
We’re seeing some of that right now, 
but noth ing  out o f the norm al from

Elon does a great job 
making sure that we are 
prepared for the future. 
We are always looking at 
not just this year, but a 
couple of years ahead.

- Greg Zaiser 
DEAN OF ADMISSIONS

what we have seen in  other years.” 
M urphy also said there has not been 

a s ignificant increase in  the num ber  
of students who have had to apply for 
f inancia l aid or drop out due to th e ir  
budget concerns.

M urphy said Elon is on “a tight  
budget” and makes sure “we don’t 
overspend so I can help the students  
that really  need it.”

But that doesn't mean Elon isn't 
preparing  for the continu ing  dem ise of 
the economy.

“It does w orry  me some,” Zaiser said. 
“But Elon does a great job  m a k in g  sure 
that we are prepared for the fu ture . We 
are always looking at not ju s t  th is  year, 
but a couple of years ahead.”

M urphy  said Elon applicants that 
are concerned about th e ir  f inancia l  
status should tu rn  in  th e ir  f inancia l  
aid forms im m ediately .

“The other th ing  is, be realistic  
about your financ ia l s ituation ,” 
M urphey said. “We w il l  do w hat we 
can, but it is u lt im a te ly  the students’ 
and parents ’ responsib ility .”
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