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North Carolina nonprofits suffer in recession
Margeaux Corby
News Editor

While North Carolina com m ercia l 
businesses continue to  f la il aga inst the 
unrelenting waves of econom ic decline, 
nonprofit and  vo lun teer agencies have 
become the newest v ic tim s of the 
statewide recessional tide.

The state’s revenue reco rds  are  the 
worst they have been  since th e  1950s 
when records s ta r ted  being kept. Gov. 
Bev Perdue has an n o u n ced  she will 
most likely cut m ore th a n  S3 billion 
from the budget reco m m en d a tio n s  for 
the next fiscal year. Many nonpro fits  
fear a slash of th is  severity  will not 
only limit but e l im ina te  nonprofits  
funded by the state.

“I think tha t a lot of people do n ’t 
understand tha t  w ith th e se  cuts, they 
will affect what we now consider p re t ty  
core services in  o u r  com m unity ,” 
said Pam Kiser, h u m a n  services 
professor and b oard  m em ber of Family 
Abuse Services. “These a re  no t flu ff  
services.”

Kopper Top Life L earning Center, 
which is a locaj nonprofit tha t uses a 
nonclinical a tm osphere  and  techn iques  
such as therapeutic ho rseback  r id ing  
and horticulture for those  with 
disabilities, is su ppo r ted  by several 
agencies which are  fu n d e d  by th e  state 
government. Even for th o se  nonpro fits  
not directly financed  by the  state, 
budget cuts could still be a blow to the 
organization.

“They'd be hu rt in g  th e  clientele and  
participants in the p rog ram , which 
would be lower incom e people  w ith 
disabilities,” said D eborah Meridith, 
director of Kopper Top. “It w ould be 
devastating, not ju s t  to  ou r  p rogram , 
but to participants we serve an d  to our 
animals. We're no t ju s t  a p ro g ram  th a t 
just has four walls bu t a lso  an im a ls  
and mouths to feed.”

In response to th is  po ten tia l 
financial threat, m ore  th a n  60 state 
nonprofits formed “Together N.C.,” a 
group hoping to p e rsu ad e  legislators

to leave nonprofit budgets intact. 
Despite the  g roup ’s various efforts, 
which inc luded a p ress conference 
and  delivering le tters to lawm akers 
last week, getting  out of the red is the 
leg is la tu re ’s m ain  focus.

“Obviously the num b er one priority 
is simply balancing the budget,” said 
Andrew  Dugan, legislative research 
a ss is tan t to Senator Linda Gerou, 
co-chair of the North Carolina 
appropria tions and  budget committee.

While Dugan made it clear the 
specific n a tu re  of budget c u t s —whether 
it be the am oun t or departm en ts  
affected, is still being determ ined  — 
he em phasized  sta te-funded program s 
need  to be practical.

“We’re still in the very p re lim inary  
stages of the budget,” Dugan said. “If 
you’re receiving fu n d s  from  the state, 
you need  to be realistic  about it and 
m odify  your expectations about it.”

According to Kiser, nonprofits  
no t only have to contend w ith the 
possibility  of state cuts bu t the reality 
of decreasing  individual donations.

“If people are  losing the ir  jobs, 
an d  w ith ju s t  the  general economic 
dow n tu rn , the  general public ddes not 
have (money) to spend  and  support 
causes,” Kiser said. “The nonprofits  are 
really  ge tting  it from  bo th  ends. It sort 
of leaves us  w ith now here to tu rn .”

Dugan said m any  agencies have 
developed various savings techniques 
un iqu e  to the ir  organ iza tions bu t the 
bo ttom  line is th a t  nonprofits  need 
to have a reasonable  view of the ir 
finances.

“You ju s t  have to know  your own 
budget,” Dugan said.

According to Kiser, for nonprofits 
to know the ir  budget m eans knowing 
the re  is no money to spare.

“We’re vigilant about controlling 
cost and  we’ll try  as h a rd  as we can 
bu t there  is not a lot of wiggle room  
the re ,” she said. “These are the types 
of organ iza tions tha t are already 
opera ting  on a shoe s tring .”
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M a tt Evans, diagnosed w ith down syndrom e when he w as a baby, has been a participant a t Kopper Top Life 
Learning Center for m ore than 18 years. Evans and his tw in brother, John, have benefited from  the services at 
Kopper Top, including the HOOVES program , w hich involves therapeutic  horseback riding. Now, the brothers  
help out on the farm  w henever they get a chance.
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Eight Elon University 
studen ts  were charged with 
possession of m a rijuana  Feb. 26 
after two search  w arran ts  led 
several local police d epartm en ts  
to u ltim ately discover 552 
g ram s of m arijuana, an indoor 
grow operation, parapherna lia  
and stolen property, the  Town 
of Elon Police D epartm ent said 
Friday in a p ress  release.

In an  article released 
Monday in the Times-News, a 
few students, who rem ained  
unnam ed, have w ithdraw n 
from school.

The Gibsonville Police 
Departm ent, G raham Police 
D epartm ent and  Alam ance 
County Sheriff’s D epartm ent, 
in  association with the Town 
of Elon Police, executed the 
w arran ts  tha t led them  to the 
s tudents.

Sophomores Dylan Barbash, 
Ryan Fletcher, Emily Gauthier, 
Tyler Hegamyer, Andrew  
Mayo-Smith, Sean Smith,

Nicholas Wilt and  A nna Zavala 
were all arrested , bu t under  
various counts  of possession. 
Sophomore Lewis Hoss was also 
issued a citation for possession 
of a fraudu len t identification 
card at the time.

The charges are  as follows;
Gauthier was charged with 

aggravated possession  of 
m arijuana , possession  with 
in ten t to sell and  deliver, 
m a in ta in ing  a dwelling, 
possession  of a schedule  II d rug, 
possession  of d ru g p a rap h e rn a lia  
and  two counts  of possession  of 
stolen property. She was placed 
u nder  a $45,000 secure  bond.

Wilt was charged  with 
aggravated possession  of 
m arijuana , possession  with 
Intent to sell and  deliver, 
m a in ta in in g  a dwelling, 
possession  of a schedule II 
d rug  and  possession  of d rug  
paraphernalia . He was placed 
un d er  a $45,000 secure  bond 
and  $6,000 secure bond from 
Gibsonville Police for b reak ing
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