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Ten straight years of Lambert’s progress
Challenges still lie ahead of Lambert presidency

Every organ iza tion  n e e d s  a f igurehead. Nations go through  
e lec t ion s ,  endu re  in su rrect io n s  and at t im es search in vain tor a 
f igure  to em b o d y  their be lie fs  and  their aspirations. Individuals  
attach th e m se lv e s  to polit ic ians ,  celebrities and philosophers.  
Elon, over the  past 10 years, has increasingly  bound itselt to 
President Leo Lambert, bo th  for h is  v is ion  and h is  presence on  

cam pus .
The su cc e ss  that Elon has  enjoyed during h is  tenure has,  

in  m a n y  w ays, b e e n  ram pant and unparalle led . Lambert has  
ov ersee n  Elon College's transform ation  into Elon University.

“It takes courage to m ake  that change, to l ive up to that 
cha n g e ,” sa id  Gerald W hittington, vice  president for b usiness ,  
f in a n ce  and technology . “It's s ign if icantly  different not just  
b e c a u se  o f  the  nam e, but b ecause  o f  the responsib ilit ies  that 

follow, and  we lived up to it." _
W hile Lambert c annot  be g iven  sole responsib ility  for Elon s 

a scen s io n ,  h is  leadersh ip  and vision, W hittington said, have b een  
e sse n t ia l  b ec a u se  they  w ere  e x ten s io n s  of the preex ist ing  culture  
and a sp ira tions  and  weren't su p er im p o sed  upon the then-college.  
Lambert h im s e l f  h as  descr ibed  the transition as part o f  an  
“u n in terrupted  run in  Elon's mom entum ."

“It's really im portant  for a p erson  com in g  into a culture like  
th is  to u n d ers ta n d  that it's not a one-m an band, it's not about the  
president,” Lambert said, in  reference to advice he w ou ld  give a 

successor .
Lambert h a s n ’t been  alone in ex pand ing  Elon, but he certainly  

is  the m o st  vis ib le  culprit and, in m any ways, has becom e the  
f igure  up o n  w h ich  people  project the university.

Elon's transform ation  began  b eneath  the previous 25-year 
p residency  o f  J. Fred Young, but the num bers from  Lambert’s 
first decade  in  off ice  sp eak  for them se lves .

The stu dent body, from  1999 to today, rose  from  3,845 to 
4,992 . E ndow m ent rose  from  slightly  m ore than  $49 m illion  
to  ro u g h ly  $86.5 m il l io n  from  1999 to 2008. Elon's net assets  
ju m p e d  from  $132.8 m i ll io n  in  1999 to $260.8 m illion  last year.

Elon o p e n e d  its School o f  Law, Koury B usiness Center, 
e x p a n d e d  its  p resen ce  through  academia, athletics and abroad  
and h a s  sti l l  m a in ta in ed  a sm all-scale  appeal that has been  at 
the  forefront o f  m u c h  o f  Elon’s draw. Enforcing an attractive  
dich o to m y  b e tw e en  a dow n-hom e, c lose-knit  com m unity  and an

expans ive  academ ic  w or ldv iew  h a s  b e c o m e  Elon's calling card 
under Lambert,  but q u e s t io n s  m u s t  b e  r a ised  as to how long that 
can continue.

Tuition increa sed  fro m  $12 ,671 in  199 9  to $25,489 in the 
u p co m in g  sem ester ,  w i th  to ta l  c o s t s  c l im b in g  from  $17,524 
to $31,775. At Elon's First A n n u a l  P res ident ia l  Fireside Chat, 
Lambert h in ted  at tu it io n  sk y r o c k e t in g  to $60-100,000 by 
2020, a f igure that m ig h t  ju s t  s e n d  p a r e n ts  o f  k ids currently in 
elem entary  sch o o l  into  sh ock .

The backgroun d  o f  th o s e  e le m e n ta r y  sc h o o l  k ids will also 
b ecom e an increa s in g ly  im p o r ta n t  i s s u e  at Elon, with more 
em phasis  b e in g  put u p o n  in c r e a s in g  m in o r ity  representation on 
the cam pus. As it s ta n d s  now, th e  s tu d e n t  b o d y  only contains a 
10 percent m inor ity  po p u la t io n .  P ro g ress  is  be ing  made, with the 
c lass  of 2012 b u m p in g  m u lt icu ltu ra l  representation  to 15 percent, 
but Elon also  reports  th e  c la s s  i s  s t i l l  75 percent  Caucasian.

The EverElon cam paign ,  c o n s tr u c te d  to raise  $30 million in 
e ndow m en t to support  a nd  e x p a n d  th e  p r e ex is t in g  scholarship 
program s at Elon, m u s t  fu l f i l l  its  s ta ted  goa l  “to underwrite 
scho larsh ip s  from  s tu d e n ts  fr o m  a ll  backgrounds"  and serve 
as a spark for a greater m u lt ic u ltu r a l  p resen ce .  It also must be 
en su red  that th is  goal d o e s  not  co m b a t  Elon’s m ission  to use 
scho larsh ip s  to increase  its c o m p e t i t iv e n e s s  in  its athletics 
division. With ever-lim ited  e n d o w m e n t  f u n d s  nationwide, growth 
in one sector o f  the u n iv er s ity  m u s t  not  c o m e  at the expense of 
another.

With the a fo rem en tio n ed  d ic h o to m y  c o m e s  Elon’s reputation 
as a grand collegiate  barga in ,  w ith  th e  Princeton  Review, USA 
Today, the Fiske Guide to C olleges a n d  K ip lin ger’s Personal 
Finance M agazine p r o c la im in g  Elon to b e  o n e  o f  the nation’s best 
values  am id the com pet it ive  f ie ld  o f  pr ivate  universities.

But how  long can Elon reta in  su c h  acco lades?  Eventually, if it 
continues  on  the sa m e  path , Elon c o u ld  s o o n  find  itself pushed 
into that upper ech e lo n  o f  ex c lu s iv e ,  e x p e n s iv e  universities.

For many, th ere ’s n o th in g  w r o n g  w ith  that, w ith every award 
Elon receives,  s in ce  w ith  every  adjacent sc h o o l  and building it 
constructs ,  each d ip lom a g a in s  v a lu e  a n d  prestige. But in the 
sam e way that the Elon o f  1999  w o u ld  b e  a lm o st  unrecognizable 
to current stu dents ,  the  Elon o f  2019  c a n  b e  equally alien, for 
better or for worse.

For more reactions to Frank Turek^s speech and an 
analysis o f the Somali pirate crisis, head online ...

www.elon.edu/penduium

Diplomacy coupled with humility
President  Barack O bam a is  called  a fascist ,  a soc ia lis t  and a 

c o m m u n is t .  Now, the  t it le  o f  sy m p a th izer  can be added to h is  
repertoire .

There have  b e e n  steady  g ru m b lin g s  from  bo th  s ides  o f  the  
polit ica l  s p e c tr u m  over O bam a’s baby steps  into foreign policy. 
The co m p la in ts  grew  louder  st i l l  w ith  the re lax ing  o f  relations  
b e tw e e n  A m erica  and  Cuba, and  the  increasing ly  l ikely chance  
that w i th in  th e  n ext  few years relat ions  b e tw een  the two  
co u n tr ie s  w il l  be  n o r m a l iz e d  and the long-runn ing  em bargo will  
be m o thb a lled .

Now, O bam a’s p o l icy  in Latin Am erica is reach ing  a boil ing  
p oin t,  w i th  h is  in teract ion  w ith  V enezue lan  President Hugo  
C havez. O bam a had th e  audacity  to shake C havez’s hand, accept  
th e  bo o k  “O pen V eins  o f  America" and further  open  Am erican  
fo re ig n  p o l icy  to accept th e  v iew p o in ts  and  cr it ic ism s of 
fore igners .  A fter  the  past e ight years, th is  so u n d s  like a novel,  
albeit  co n te n t io u s  idea.

T here  are m a n y  w h o  w o u ld  c la im  that op en in g  the  country  
to  cr it ic ism , by m a k in g  it s e e m  as i f  the United States w e ren ’t an  
in v in c ib le  and in fa l l ib le  b e h em o th ,  the  rest o f  the world w ould  
try and  take advantage  o f  p erce iv ed  w ea kn esses .

But it s e e m s  th e  world h a s  b e e n  tak ing  advantage of  
A m erica ’s s tu b b o rn  ten d e n c ie s  for years, u s in g  the  apparent

ILLUSTRATING THE ISSUES:

lack o f  regard for c o u n t le s s  c o u n tr ie s  w h e n  conducting foreign 
p olicy  as a ra lly ing  cry for all s o r t s  o f  c a u se s ,  whether they be 
dem ocratic,  p o p u l is t  or m ilitary .  It’s ea s ier  to portray America 
as a foul em pire  i f  it acts  w ith  a h a u g h t y  lack  o f  regard fo r the 
r em a in in g  96  p ercent o f  th e  w o r ld ’s p o p u la t io n .  While there 
w ill  u n d o u b ted ly  s t i l l  be  c o n t in g e n t s  w h o  w is h  to do the United 
States harm , a d e c l in in g  few  w i l l  b e  in c l in e d  to join their ranks.

It’s a h u m b l in g  _______
d o ctr in e  that will  
see  few im m ed ia te  
div idend s.  It's a lo n g  and  
arduous p r o c es s  to  turn  
e n e m ie s  into  fr iends,  
but by  sh o w in g  blunt  
honesty ,  a rea l is t ic  v iew  
o f  A m erica ’s l im ita t io n s  
and past m is ta k e s ,  a nd  
h o p efu l ly  m a in ta in in g  
a level head, O bam a can  
m itigate  th e  p ast  e igh t  
years o f  d ip lom atic  
fa i lures  and  start to  
turn  the sh ip  around .

TO C O M M E N T .. .
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