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Town still waiting for 
funding for proposed 
construction projects
Plans for pedestrian and bike paths not altered 
after Elon professor is killed in bicycle accident

Andie D ie m e r
Edilor-in-Chiet

The Town of E len’s lo n g - te rm  p ro jec t  
to add miles of p e d e s t r i a n  a n d  b ike  
paths has not chan ged  a f t e r  c h e m is t ry  
professor Eugene G ooch  w as  s t ru c k  
and killed by a m o to r i s t  w h ile  r id in g  
tiis bicycle on U niversity  D rive o n  April 

3.
The plan has a 2030 f i n i s h  date .  Part 

of the reason for su ch  a le n g th y  p ro jec t  
completion is b e c a u se  o f  fu n d in g  
issues, Elen’s Town M anager  Mike D ula
said.

At aTown of Elon m e e t in g  Sept. 9, th e  
Board of Aldermen u n a n im o u s ly  vo ted  
to pass the new Bicycle, P e d e s t r i a n  a n d  
Lighting Plan.

The project a im s  to  c re a te  20 m o re  
miles of bike p a th s ,  five m i le s  of 
walkways with p e d e s t r i a n  l ig h t in g  a n d  
another five miles of p a th s  for m u l t ip le  
uses. Construction w as  se t  to  s t a r t  
within six m on th s  a f t e r  b e in g  vo ted  
on, Town Planner Sean T encer  sa id  at 
the meeting.

Currently, the  to w n  is  w a it in g  
until next month to h e a r  b a c k  a b o u t  
a grant they applied for. They  a re  a lso  
hoping for s t im u lu s  m o n e y  th r o u g h  
North Carolina’s D e p a r tm e n t  of 
Transportation, D ula  said .

He said if m oney  s t a r t s  flowing, 
projects could s ta r t  to  ta k e  s h a p e  th i s  
summer. But for r ig h t now, th e  p la n  is 
still waiting for fu n d in g  f ro m  m u lt ip le  
grant programs, tax  re v e n u e s  an d  
stimulus money.

The plan has g o t ten  t ig h te r  as  sales- 
tax revenue con tinues  to  fall, a n d  th e  
town will also lose a r o u n d  $ 4 0 ,0 0 0  fro m  
their budget as a re s u l t  o f  S m ith f ie ld  
Foods’ plant closing th i s  s u m m e r  as 
part of a re s tru c tu r in g  p ro g ra m .

Dula said the re  h a s  b e e n  som e 
confusion, since the  in t e n t io n  o f  th e  
plan was to have a g u id e  for p e d e s t r i a n  
and bike path  p r io r i t ie s  w h e n  th e  
opportunities becom e availab le ,  ac t in g  
as an inventory of p o ss ib le  p ro je c ts .

Who would fu n d  w h a t  a n d  h o w  it 
"ould be supplied w as  n ev e r  dec ided , 
Dula said.

“We wanted to be  able  to  k no w  
"hat our priorities w ere  i f  g r a n t s  or 
partnerships cam e av a ilab le ,” D u la  
Mid. “So there was n ev e r  a n y  ide a  th a t  
"e would do tha t p la n  in  th e  n e x t  few 
®onths. It was ju s t  s o m e th in g  we co u ld  
use as a reference to w h a t  w e’d like  to 
Sfe done in town.”

A 6-foot-wide s idew alk  c o s ts  $50 a 
oot to build, accord ing  to  th e  P ie d m o n t

Triad  Council of G overnm ents, which 
is oversee ing  the  project and  is tak ing  
in p u t  from  local res idents , including 
Elon s tu d e n ts  and  Twin Lakes 
R e tirem en t C om m unity  residents.

D ula sa id  the  town w ants  to tackle 
p ro jec ts  on  Lebanon Avenue, Trollinger 
Avenue a n d  Oak Street, bu t tha t 
d e p e n d s  each on g ran t money.

The p ro jec ts  on Trollinger Avenue 
a n d  Lebanon Avenue will definitely 
w ait u n t i l  the  tu n n e l  u n d e r  the 
ra i l ro a d  track  near  the  in tersec tion  
of T ro llinger Avenue and  S. O’Kelley 
Avenue a re  complete la ter th is  year.

“We’re ju s t  try in g  to  be timely with 
w hen  we decide to do so m eth ing  and  
w hen  we find  a resource  available,” 
D ula said. “The p lan  was not put on 
hold, i t ’s the  sam e dyn am ic  tha t  i t ’s 
always b een .”

D ula sa id  th e  tow n never p lanned  
to  im p lem en t  p ro jec ts  on University 
Drive, since i t ’s a s ta te  road  and  would 
receive s ta te  fund ing .

He a lso  said Gooch’s d ea th  has  not 
im p ac ted  the  p la n  since it is technically  
s ta te  territory.

Ins tead , Dula said they would 
p rom ote  and  encourage  th e  idea of 
w iden ing  University Drive afte r  Cook 
Road is w idened.

“We are  actively looking  at resources  
a n d  hop efu l ly  in  th e  next li t t le  while 
w e’ll have som e an n o u n ce m e n ts  
about som e of these  p rio rities  being 
a d d re s se d ,” Dula said. “We consider 
the  p lan  in  place.”

TOP PRIORITIES IDENTIFIED

Sidewalks along Williamson,
Lebanon and Haggard Avenues

Multiple-use paths for botti 
pedestrians and cyclists along 
Williamson Avenue, connecting Beth 
Schmidt Park and Ball Park Road, 
and a shared-use ramp leading from 
Twin Lakes to the multiple-use path

Bicycle lanes on Williamson,
Haggard and Westbrook Avenues

Intersection safety improvements at 
six locations

Lighting improvements in various 
corridors, especially University Drive

INFORMATION COURTESY OF 
JESSE DAY, PCDMONT TRtAD 
COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
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Design Forum co-owners Della Faucette, left, and Polly Smith purchased the Victorian home on East 
Trollinger Avenue from a friend.
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The staff Is 
excited about 
the move and 
believe the 
new location 
will be a fun 
place to work.

Design Forum relocates to 
familiar Victorian home
Sarah Carideo
Reporter

On April 28, Design Forum Salon 
and  Spa will be open  and  ready for 
business  at the ir  new location at 105 
E. Trollinger Ave. in  Elon.

The salon was originally  located on 
South Church Street in  the West End 
Shopping Center. The owner of the 
white Victorian home nex t to the  Elon 
Post Office was a fr iend of co-owner 
Polly Smith and  approached  her about 
buying the  space for the  spa.

Smith and  Design Forum ’s o the r  
owner, Della Faucette, could no t resist 
the opportunity .

The house and  cen tra l location 
m ade it an ideal site for th e  salon, 
Faucette said.

Faucette grew up in Elon and  said the 
town, “makes everybody feel good.”

She said she looks forw ard  to 
having the salon estab lished  closer to 
the  town and university  to be p a r t  of 
tha t  positive a tm osphere  even more.

The salon has always been involved 
in the com m unity  by h ir in g  locals and  
Elon s tudents .

She also said local clients and  
s tu d en ts  and  faculty at Elon University 
have always had “positive re s p o n se s” 
to the  salon, so she is very excited to 
increase the ir  clientele as a resu lt  of 
the  walking distance.

“I was not aware of the  move, bu t 
th a t ’s really great a n d  convenient 
because m any s tu d e n ts  do no t have

cars, so it is h a rd  to  go to sa lo n s  in th e  
area ,” sop ho m o re  Evelyn F reder ickson  
said.

Design Forum  is a full-service 
salon tha t  h a s  been  in  b u s in e ss  for 
m ore  th a n  20 years . Salon a n d  spa  
t r e a tm e n ts  a re  p rovided for b o th  m en 
and  women.

The s ta f f  p rov ides services such  as 
h a ircu ts ,  styles, dy ing  and  ex tens ions , 
as well as h a i r  rem oval, m a n ic u re s  
and  ped icu res ,  facials, m a ssag es  and  
body  wraps.

They a lso  use  a n d  sell p ro d u c ts  
like Bumble a n d  Bumble, Goldwell, 
L’Oreal an d  D ermalogica.

Additionally, the  sa lon  will ren t  out 
ro o m s to local m e rc h an ts ,  w hich  will 
fea ture  jewelry, c lo th ing, sm all  g if ts  
an d  upscale  d re s se s  an d  han d b ags .

T here  is stil l one  ro o m  available  
to  rent.

Faucette d escr ibes  th e  com bina t ion  
of th e  salon an d  spa  w ith  th e  sh opp ing  
o p p o r tu n i t ie s  as being  a “bo u tiqu e  
house"  th a t  can  fu nc t io n  as a “one- 
place service.”

She sa id  she  does  not an tic ipa te  
any negatives resu lt  f rom  th e  move 
an d  sa id  i t ’s ju s t  “a real good th in g ,” 
so she  will no t m iss  th e  old location.

Faucette a lso  said she  hopes  D esign 
F o ru m ’s fu n  a tm o sp h e re  will m ake  
th e  cu s to m ers  feel welcome.

For m ore  in fo rm atio n  abo u t  Design 
F orum  Salon a n d  Spa, visit: 
w w w .desig n fo ru m salo n .co m  or call 
(336) 585-1919.

http://www.designforumsalon.com

