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Elon in N.Y. 
gives taste of 
city living; 
students 
have mixed 
reviews
R achel Cieri
Reporter

W hen r is in g  sen io r  A n d rew  Quay 
e n ro l led  in  Elon's new est sa tellite  
p ro g ram , he  e x p ec ted  to get a ta s te  of 
th e  New York b u s in e s s  ex p e r ien ce  in  an  
in te rn s h ip  at a co rp o ra te  office. W hat he 
a n d  th r e e  c tudcn tc  tiiuugli,
w as m o re  like a schoo l p ro jec t  to  w ork  
on  f ro m  th e i r  \ r T I T ^ w i v i ^  
for th e  co m p an y  b ecau se  o u r  adv ise r  at 
B loom berg d id  n o t  go th r o u g h  h u m a n  
re so u rce s ,  so we a r e n ’t te chn ica l ly  
em p loyed  by B loom berg,” Q uay said. 
“A dditionally , m y g ro u p  is no t w ork ing  
in  th e  B loom berg office for space 
re a so n s ,  so  we a re n ' t  g e t t in g  a rea l  idea 
of  w ha t th e  office life is like .”

Elon in  New York, a  new  S u m m er 
Session I p ro g r a m  gea red  to w ard  
b u s in e s s  m a jo rs ,  w as des igned  to  give 
s tuB en ts  th e  ex p e r ien ce  or worfttng a n a  
l iv ing  in  th e  city  th r o u g h  an  in te rn s h ip  
a n d  p ro fess iona l deve lopm en t course .

Q uay sa id  th e  ex p er ien ce  is n o t  living 
u p  to  h is  ex p ec ta t io n s .  Now, he  sa id  he 
w ish es  he 'd  p u r s u e d  o th e r  op tions.

“I'm f ro m  R ichm ond , Va. a n d  1 
w as  s t ru g g l in g  to  f ind  a n  in te rn s h ip  
re la ted  to  m y m a jo r ,” Q uay sa id  of h is  
dec is ion  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  th e  p ro g ram . 
“I’m  n o t  rea l ly  g e t t in g  m u c h  f ro m  th e  
in te rn s h ip ,  a n d  I p ro b ab ly  cou ld  have 
fo u n d  so m e th in g  m o re  ch a l len g in g  an d  
ta sk -o r ien ted  at h o m e  or a ro u n d  Elon if 
I h a d  s ta r t in g  look ing  for in te rn s h ip s  
la s t  fa ll.”

R ising ju n io r  Matt W alker-D rennan
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North Carolina
Opponents say prohibition

bans smoking in public venues
might have adverse affect on economy, agriculture

Sarah Beth Costello
Summer News Editor

N orth  C aro l ina , a s ta te  th a t  re lies  heavily  on the  
tobacco  in d u s try ,  jo in ed  33 o th e r  s ta tes  a n d  the  
D istric t of C o lum bia  in im p lem en tin g  sm o k in g  b a n s  
by 2010. On May 13, the  s ta te  H ouse  of R epresen ta tives  
voted  62-56 on  H ouse  Bill 2, the  bill to b a n  sm o k in g  m  
public  r e s ta u ra n t s  an d  bars .

N orth  C aro l ina  Gov. Bev P u rd u e  ag reed  to  s ign  the  
bill in to  law, w h ich  h a s  b een  app roved  by th e  State 
Senate. T he bill w ill go in to  effect on Jan . 2. 2010.

T he bill p ro h ib i ts  sm o k in g  in  all public  facilities 
except for c igar b a rs ,  p riva te  c lubs a n d  o th e r  non p ro f i t
o rg an iza t io n s .

H ouse  Bill 2 h a s  p roven  to  b e  a co n trovers ia l  issue  
a m ong  o p p o s in g  fac tors . Tobacco is N orth  C a ro l in a s  
lead ing  crop, acco u n t in g  for $587 m ill ion  in  20 ,
a cco rd ing  to  th e  N orth  C aro l ina  D e p a r tm e n t  ot 
A g ricu l tu re  & C o n su m e r  Services.

T he tobacco  in d u s t ry  em ploys  255,000 in  N orth  
C aro l ina  alone. Many say th a t  w hile  th e  sm o k in g  b a n  
is a n oble  theory , it is n o t  a feasib le  so lu tion  for a s ta te  
d e p e n d e n t  on  tobacco. O ne sm o k e r  c o m p a re d  it to

b a n n in g  p o ta to es  in  Idaho  a n d  co rn  in  K ansas.
“I th in k  i t ’s a li t t le  in s a n e  th a t  th e y ’re  t r y in g  to 

b an  sm ok ing ,” sa id  sen io r  A h m ed  H assan , w ho  en joys 
sm o k in g  c ig a re tte s  on occasion . “It sh o u ld  be  u p  to  the  
o w ners  of th e  b a r s  or r e s ta u ra n t s  to  b a n  sm o k in g .”

S upporte rs ,  in c lu d in g  th e  N orth  C aro l ina  H eart 
A ssociation , say th i s  bill is a m a jo r  s tep  in  e l im in a t in g  
the  side affec ts  of seco n d -h an d  sm oking . R es tau ran t 
an d  b a r  em ployees a n d  cu s to m e rs  ( inc lud ing  ad u l ts  
an d  ch i ld ren )  will no  longer be  su scep tib le  to the  
h a rm fu l  sm oke, w h ich  c o n ta in s  4 ,000  chem ica ls  
th a t  cou ld  lead to  po te n t ia l  lu n g  d am ag e  a n d  h e a r t  
d isease .

“T h is  is  a h is to r ic  day  for N orth  C arolina. But m o re  
im p o r ta n t  t h a n  th e  h is to ry  th a t  we a re  m a k in g  is 
th e  positive  im p ac t  we a re  h av ing  on pub lic  hea l th ,  
sa id  Perdue in  a p re s s  re lease  f ro m  the  Office of the  
Governor.

Ind iv id u a ls  w ho re fu se  to  e x t in g u is h  c igare ttes ,  
or b a r  a n d  r e s ta u ra n t  o w ners  w ho  fail to  im p lem en t  
th e  b an ,  w ill b e  f ined . Local h e a l th  d irec to rs ,  ra th e r  
th a n  law en fo rcem en t ,  w ill en fo rce  th e  law b a n n in g  

sm oking .
“I’m  in te re s te d  in  f in d in g  ou t the  m a m  re a s o n s

[for th e  ban],” said  H assan ,  w ho  sa id  th e re  a re  w ays to 
crea te  sa fe r  facilities, w hile  still a l low ing  sm o k in g  in
re s ta u ra n t s  a n d  ba rs .

H assan  su g g es ted d  u s in g  ven t i la t io n  a n d  p a r t i t io n s  
to  p rev en t  sm oke  f ro m  escap ing  in to  n o n sm o k in g  
sec t ions .

While b a n n in g  sm o k in g  f ro m  r e s ta u ra n t s  m a k es  
sen se  f ro m  a h e a l th  s ta n d p o in t ,  m a n y  a re  co n ce rn ed  
w ith  th e  econom ic  im p ac t  th e  b a n  will have  on  b ars .

“I’ll be  f ine  if they  b a n  (sm oking) f ro m  re s ta u ra n t s  
a n d  leave b a r s  a lone ,” H assan  sa id . “My biggest 
m is u n d e r s ta n d in g  is  b a n n in g  (sm oking) f ro m  bars .  
By th e  t im e  th e  law ta k es  a ffec t — ju s t  like  peop le  do 
w ith  illegal d ru g s  a n d  th in g s  — b a r s  w ill say you  can  
sm oke  b u t  keep  it (quiet).”

Not all r e s ta u ra n t  a n d  b a r  o w n e rs  a re  concerned . 
Some ac tua lly  th i n k  th e  b a n  will h e lp  b u s in e sse s ,  
r a th e r  th a n  h u r t  th e m .

“I’m  for (the ban),” sa id  Eleni Fotiou, o w n er  an d  
m a n a g e r  of U n ivers ity  Grill. “1 th i n k  it w ill help . It m ay 
h u r t  u s  a li tt le , b u t  I th i n k  it w ill b en e f i t  u s  overall.  I 
th i n k  th a t  it w ill in c re a se  o u r  b u s in e s s  b e c a u se  th e r e ’s 
a m u c h  g re a te r  d e m a n d  for n o n -sm o k in g  th a n  th e re  is 
for sm o k in g .”
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