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UNDSAY FENDT | S taff Photographer 
Phoenix Phanatics president Jam es Shaver visited Spanish professor Donna Van Bodegraven’s Elon 101 
class Tuesday. Elon 101 classes explore cam pus activities and help freshm en decide how  to get involved.
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FRIENDSHIP
Tightly-bound 
cohorts prove very 
effective for student 
retention at Elon
Laura W ainm an
Senior Reporter

One of th e  factors every un ive rsity  
keeps a ca re fu l eye on is the  re ten tion  
rate of s tu den ts .  With the  c u rren t 
economy, it is m ore econom ical to 
retain s tu d e n ts  th a n  to re c ru it  new 
ones.

While a n u m b e r  of reasons 
contribute to a s tu d e n t ’s decision to 
rem ain  at a university , s tu d ies  show 
that s tu d e n ts  w ho take  the sam e 
classes toge ther an d  go th ro u g h  the 
same academ ic experiences are  m ore 
likely to com plete  courses  an d  stay at 
the school they a re  a ttend ing .

Elon’s fellows p ro g ram s  and  Elon 
101 classes p rov ide  every s tu d en t an 
oppo rtu n ity  to be a p a r t  of a cohort 
group right away.

There a re  six fellows p ro g ram s 
at Elon: Business Fellows,
C om m unications Fellows, Elon College 
Fellows, H onors Fellows, Leadership 
Fellows an d  Teaching Fellows. Each 
program  h as  d if fe ren t req u irem en ts

for the ir  s tuden ts ,  but all place an 
em phasis  on bond ing  the s tud en ts  
together.

“Elon fellows p rog ram s all have 
excellent re ten tion  rates because it 
gives s tu d en ts  a g roup  to identify  with 
righ t away," said Susan Klopman, vice 
p res iden t of adm iss ions  and  financial 
p lann ing .

Business Fellows become very 
acquain ted  w ith  one an o the r  quickly 
as they are  requ ired  to take one class

w ith the ir  cohorts  every semester.
Scott Buechler, fo rm er d irec to r of 

Business Fellows, said th is  g rouping  
creates a very s trong  bond  and  
develops s trong  fr iendsh ips  outs ide 
of the classroom  setting.

“We require  ou r  fellows to take 
classes together, inc lud ing  Elon 101, 
because we w ant them  to get to know 
each o ther well from  the  beg inn ing  in
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Elon Law 
graduates 
jump the bar
M argeaux  Corby
News Editor

Elon Law School’s in augu ra l  class 
received an  83 percen t ba r  passage  rate, 
p u tt in g  the  g radua tes  far above th e  73 
percen t pass  rate for the  1,120 people 
who took th is  y e a r’s exam  a d m in is te red  
by the Board of Law E xam iners in July.

Wake Forest con tinues to dom ina te  
the  sta te’s top ba r  passage  rate at 91 
percen t as well as Cambell University 
w ith 91 percent, followed by LIniversity 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill at 87 
percen t and  Duke University at 85 
percent.

Elon Law School bested  the 77 
percen t passage  rate achieved by North 
C arolina C entral University. Charlotte 
School of Law cam e in at 76 percent.

“1 th in k  i t ’s a po in t of pride for the 
s tu d en ts  and  for the  faculty  and  staff  
th a t  they had such a bar passage  rate 
for the f irs t class," said Dan Anderson, 
d irec to r  of University Relations. “It’s a 
sign tha t the p ro g ram  is on the  right 
track  and  doing the th ings  tha t are 
n ecessary  to p repare  s tuden ts  for a 
ca reer in law."

S tudents who gradua ted  from  law 
schools outs ide North C arolina and  
took the N.C. b a r  exam  p assed  with a 
percen tage  rate of 59, A nderson  said.

The ba r  exam  is the  test law school 
g radua tes  m u s t take  to practice  law, and  
it has about a 70 p ercen t pass  rate.

The two-section, two-day exam  took 
place July 28 and  29 at the  Raleigh 
Fairgrounds. On the  first day, would- 
be lawyers m u s t answ er 12 essay 
questions  designed to specifically test 
the ir  knowledge of N orth C arolina law

On day two, test- takers m us t answ er
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Fewer students traveling abroad Winter Term 
2010 despite more cost-effective programs
Laura Smith
News Editor

W'hile interest in Winter Term 2010 is 
still very popular, p rog ram  enrollm ent 
tor this January is down a bit because of 
the weakened economy.

As of Sept. 4, 592 s tuden ts  have 
enrolled in Winter Term courses. Last 
iJecember, there  were 688 students  

a difference of 96 students.
‘We probably w on’t cap tu re  90 (more) 

new students,” said Woody Pelton, dean 
*”*®’T*ational p rogram s and director 

ot the Isabella Cannon Centre. “We’ll end 
up being down, bu t a lot of th ings are 
aown (right now).”

Three program s are  full and  closed as 
ot press time, while seven are  sorting  out 
ne waitlist. That brings the total num ber 

programs fully closed to 10, fewer than  
ts usual th is tim e of the year.

TV, D close were New Zealand:
e Business and C ulture of New Zealand, 

usiness in the Pacific Rim and  South 
Africa: The Call of South Africa.

combat the struggling  economy, the

Isabella Cannon Centre for International 
Studies has been revving up the publicity 
and marketing for the Winter Term 
programs.

Activities have included College Coffee 
tables, a table at the organization fair 
this Friday, increasing awareness among 
faculty. E-net ads and work with El Centro 
de Espanol, Elon’s Spanish center.

The annual study abroad fair will also 
be held from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sept. 16 in 
McKinnon Hall.

Winter Term programs have tweaked 
the academics a bit in the past year.

This year, most programs require a 
pre-departure one-credit course taken 
in the fall. Before last year, programs 
required several meetings but never a 
formal class.

“Part of the reason we ask (students 
to take them) is so they can spend a little 
more time laying out what they’re really 
going to do," Pelton said.

The only courses not currently 
requiring the class are Costa Rica. 
Jungle Service, Costa Rica: language , 
Culture and Ecotourism, Hawaii: Nation

or State? In Search of Hawaiian Identity, 
New Zealand: The Business and Culture 
of New Zealand and  Peru: The Living 
Heritage of the .Andes: Language, Society 
and Environment.

“It’s a very clever model," Pelton said. 
“I th ink  it really benefits the students. 
I th ink  when you arrive, you have a 
better sense, a better knowledge, more 
background of what it is you’re seeing, 
nd I th ink  you do enjoy it more.”

While the economy may be taking a 
slight toll on study abroad enrollm ent 
th is  year, the 2010 program s might be 
the best to take advantage of.

“Our prices are down,” said Alana 
Dunn, international p rogram s adviser. 
“This year’s are less th an  last year’s co.st. 
We also anticipate tha t when the economy 
s tarts  to recover in time for Winter Term 
2011, the costs will go up again. For 
s tudents who th ink  they m ight be able to 
incorporate it th is  year, i t ’s a more cost- 
effective year.”

There are still spots open in  17 of the 
Winter Term program s, and  the deadline 
for applying is Sept. 21.

V\̂ MTER TERM 2010 
STUDY ABROAD PROGRAMS 
STILL AVAILABLE

Australia: Indigenous Studies 

B arbados : Post-Colonial Culture and Society 

Chile: Thriving but Still Recovering (nev»/) 

China: The Flying Dragon 

C o s ta  Rica; Jungle Service 

C o s ta  Rica; Language, Culture and 
Ecotourism 

G rea t War: The Culture of the  Great War 

G uam ; Island Legends; Service and Learning 
vi/ith the  Elders of G uam 

G ua tem ala : Culture and Service 

Hawaii; Nation or S ta te?  In Search  of 
Hav\/aiian Identity 

H onduras: Social Entrepreneurship in 
Honduras

India: S cience Education and Development 

Italy’s  H eritage: P as t is Present 

Italy: Fine Arts

London: Human Services Practicum in 
London (new)

L o n d o n ’s  Im m igran t C om m unities ;
Documenting Diversity Through 
Photographs and Words 

Peru: The Living Heritage of the  Andes: 
Language, Society and  Environment
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