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Last Thursday, about 50 protestors met in downtown Raleigh, N.C. to demonstrate against the North Carolina Community College System’s 
newest approved policy, which will allow the entrance of illegal immigrants into North Carolina community colleges.

Illegal Immigrants allowed in 
N.C. colleges, protestors object

Laura Smith
News Editor

On Sept. 17, ab o u t  50 concerned  
North C aro lin ians  w aved flags, held up  
signs and m ad e  th e i r  voices h e a rd  in  a 
protest In do w n to w n  Raleigh aga ins t  
the acceptance of illegal im m ig ran ts  
into N.C. c o m m u n i ty  colleges.

“This isn ’t a g rea t  so lu tion  for 
America,” sa id  F rank  Roche, who is 
runn ing  for C ongress  in  th e  fo u r th  
district of N orth  Carolina . “It's an  
incentive for m ore  illegal im m ig ran ts  
to come."

The State Board of C om m unity  
Colleges approved  th e  decision  th a t  
day with  only one m e m b e r  to vote 
against th e  m atte r ,  acco rd ing  to a 
press re lease  f ro m  th e  N orth  Carolina  
C om munity College System.

“Thispo licy  re f lec ts  th e  ad m iss io n s  
s tan d ard s  of o th e r  s ta te s  a n d  of 
the public  un iv e rs i t ie s  by offering

educationa l o p p o r tu n it ie s  to those  
who a re  w illing to work h a rd  to obtain  
it,” sa id  R. Scott Ralls, p res iden t  of the 
NCCCS.

Since May 2008, th e re  h as  been 
a no-adm iss ions  policy for illegal 
im m ig ran ts .  Now, w ith  the  new policy, 
illegal im m ig ran ts  can  enroll  in  any of 
the  58 c o m m u n ity  colleges in  North 
C arolina  if they have g raduated  from 
a U.S. h igh  school.

A ccording to a n  outside  
c o n s u l ta n t ’s report ,  co m m u n ity  
colleges had  111 illegal im m ig ran ts  
en ro lled  in  th e  2007-2008 school 
year.

Ron Woodard, a Cary residen t and 
the  p residen t  of A m ericans for Legal 
Im m igra tion  PAC, was at the p ro tes t  to 
show h is  d issaproval of the  decision. 
He a lso  spoke at Elon University 
several years  ago at an im m igration  
debate.

“I’m co nfused  about why, with  the

11 p e rcen t  unem p lo y m en t rate, we’re 
help ing im m ig ran ts  get educa tion ,” 
W oodard said. “We’re tak ing  it away 
from  North  C aro lin ians .”

He said he is a lso concerned about 
how chang ing  the c u r ren t  law will 
look on b eh a lf  of the  state.

“We’re send ing  out the  message 
th a t  the ru le  of law doesn 't  m atter ,” 
W oodard said.

With the new policy, illegal 
im m ig ran ts  will have to pay the  out- 
of-state tu it ion  rate of $7,700 p e r  year 
a n d  canno t  apply for f inancial aid. 
They a lso may not displace a North 
Carolina or U.S. resident from  a class 
or program .

For some, the  decision is one of 
great benefit to the  state.

“This is not a policy the Board came 
to lightly or w ithout contem plation  
and  study, but with T hursday 's  vote.
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Elon seeks to admit Iraqi 
students to campus next fall

I IMAGE COURTESY OF MCT CAMPUS

J-ocal students walk from class outside their 
in Iraq. Elon is hoping to bring Iraqi 

students to campus next year.

Margeaux Cort)y
News Editor

University officials arc hoping to 
bring high school and college graduates 
from the sands of Iraq to the bricks of 
Elon as early as next fall.

The Iraqi government has committed 
$1 billion a year to the Iraq Education 
Initiative, a scholarship program  whose
enterprisinggoalsincludesendmgl0,000

Iraqi high school and college graduates 
to undergraduate  and graduate colleges 
and universities around  the globe.

“Iraq is trying to rebuild ( i t^  own 
higher education system, said Woody 
X n ,  Elon's dean of international 
programs. “They're missing one thing.

% X n ! w h o . . . l s o . h e d i , e c , . , o r , h ,

Isabella Cannon Center, said the large 
num bers of Iraqi educators who have

fled the w arring  country  have left their  
university  system in shambles.

Initiative leaders are counting  on 
these young s tuden ts  to re tu rn  to their  
respective provinces ready to teach 
o thers  with their  new degrees.

“Don’t offer them  employm ent,” said 
Zuhair \.G . Humadi, executive director 
of the  Iraq Education Initiative, at a 
recent NAFSA conference, which is an 
organization th a t  prom otes in ternational 
education. "Please, we want them  back."

Pelton said the  m ost  un ique  and 
encouraging aspect of th is  program  
is the initiative’s desire  to en su re  
scholarships a re  allocated fairly across 
all regions, religions and  genders.

“This is not ju s t  a scho larsh ip  going 
to the sons and  daugh te rs  of the  wealthy

See IRAQ I PAGE 7

Financial 
aid bill hits 
Senate floor
Jack Dodson
Senior Reporter

Last Thursday, the  House of 
Representatives p assed  legislation that 
hopes to overhaul federal f inancial aid 
for s tuden ts .  The bill, pen n ed  by Rep. 
George Miller (D-Calif.), has a lready 
sp u rred  polit icians to po larize  about its 
effectiveness.

The S tudent .^id and Fiscal 
Responsibility  Act of 2009 seeks to 
improve financial  aid in the  following 
ways, according to Inside Higher Ed:

■  Provide $40 billion d u ring  the  course  
of 10 years, increase  the  m ax im um  
Pell Grant to  $5,500 as well as 
increase  it annually  by the  rise in the 
C onsum er Price Index.

■  “Greatly e x p an d ” and  tw eak the 
Perkins Loan Program .

■  S treng then  early ch ildhood  
education  with the  backing of $8 
billion in 10 years.

■  Give s ta tes  and  in s t i tu t io n s  incenti\  e 
to increase  college en ro llm en t by 
crea ting  a “College Access and 
Completion Fund” tha t  would provide 
g ran ts  on the basis of innovative 
stra tegy for a ttrac t ing  s tu d en ts  to 
p o stseco n d ary  education.

■  Support the m odern iza t ion  and 
repa ir  of school and college facilities 
w ith  the help of $4.1 billion.

■  Simplify the  federal f inancia l aid 
form.

“Instead of the  loans being m ade  by 
b a n k s  and  subsid ized  by the  federal 
governm ent,  the  governm ent will be  the  
lender and  collect th e  loans  and  m ake  
m oney on the  in te rest  once s tu d e n ts  are 
in repaym ent,” sa id  Patrick Murphy, the 
d irec to r  of financial p lan n in g  at Elon.

While su p p o r te rs  suggest the  bill is 
a landm ark ,  one w hich a p re ss  re lease  
on the  House's C om m ittee  on Education 
a n d  Labor's  Web site said  will “m ake  
college dram atica l ly  m ore  a ffordable  
for m il l ions of A m ericans ,  at no  new 
cost to taxpayers ,"  th e re  is no t  a sound  
ch o ru s  of apprec ia tion  com ing  from  
W'ashington, D.C.

“Republican leaders  de r ided  the  
legislation as a federal takeover of 
the  s tu d e n t  loan industry ,” the  Inside 
Higher Ed artic le  said.

A news re lease  on the Web site said 
a Republican sen io r  m em b e r  of the  
House C om m ittee  on Education and 
Labor m ark s  a c lear split  w ith in  the  
com m ittee.

“(The bill) fu lf il ls  Presiden t O bam a’s 
call to abolish the  Federal Family 
Education Loan p ro g ram  a n d  replace 
it w ith  a sys tem  of g o v e rnm en t-run  
lend ing  d irec t ly  f rom  th e  U.S. Treasury ,” 
the  re lease  said.

The C h r is t ia n  Science Monitor 
rep o r ted  the  bill p a ssed  253-171, w hich 
was m ostly  along p a r ty  lines, st ick ing  
w ith  th e  C ongressional t rend .

M urphy said the  bill’s sav ings are 
h a rd  to  calcula te  at th is  point.

"The c la im  is th a t  th e re  will be 
sav ings w i th in  th e  sys tem  because 
th e  g o v e rn m en t  will not be  paying 
subs id ies  to the  com m erc ia l  b a n k s ,” he 
said. “T here  is d iscu ss io n  w he ther  the  
sav ings will be  as m u ch  as c la im ed. We 
w on’t know  un t i l  it a c tua lly  h a p p en s .”
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