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Area students 
take pride in

DIVERSIT
of cx)mmunity

J, SARAH CHAFFEE | Photographer

North C arolina Pride P arade w as held on Duke University’s East Campus last weekend. 
Hundreds of people from  diverse backgrounds m arched together to dem onstrate their support of gay pride
and acceptance.

Sarah Chaffee
Reporter

A man dressed  as Jesus s trapped  
on roller b lades and  skated  down 
the  m a in  quad  at Duke U niversity’s 
East C am pus last Saturday. This 
m a n  was jo ined  by several local 
ch u rch  m em bers ,  all m a rch in g  
to  show th e ir  apprecia tion  of the  
h u n d re d s  of people th a t  cam e out 
to  celebrate the  25th a n n u a l  North 
C arolina Pride Parade.

C hurches  from  every 
d en o m in a t io n  accom pan ied  th is  
ro l ler-skat ing  “Je su s” dow n the  
road, som e ho ld ing  s igns th a t  
read , “I’m  Baptist and  I’m  gay!” The 
d e m o n s tra to rs  w ere a t tem p tin g  to 
show case p ride  and  acceptance of 
b o th  th e ir  sexua l i ty  a n d  faith.

People fro m  several e thnic, 
re lig ious an d  socioeconom ic 
b ac k g ro u n d s  w alked dow n the 
s t ree ts  of D u rham , pass in g  
a long  sm iles  an d  hu g s  as they 
m arched .

“We’ve b een  going to  th is  
pa rad e  for eight years, and  th is  
year  we have a g rea t  tu rn ou t,"  said 
Frank Cotton of Saint Francis of 
Assisi, a Catholic C hurch  located 
in  Raleigh w ith  a gay an d  lesbian 
o u treach  m inis try .

“O ur c h u rch  p rov ides social 
and  sp ir i tu a l  re t rea ts  for the  
gay and  lesbian  m e m b ers  of o u r  
com m unity ,” sa id  Chuck Small, a 
fellow m e m b er  of the  church .

Several m e m b e rs  of Elon’s own 
gay and  lesbian  group. Spectrum , 
stro lled  the  s tree ts ,  f la sh in g  
huge sm iles of excitem ent as the  
people l in ing  the  s t re e ts  cheered  
th e m  on.

“Pride is for everyone,” ju n io r  
Madeleine Mejean said. “It m ade 
me really happy  to  see people 
un ited .”

Mejean said everyday  sh ou ld  be

Pride is for everyone.
It made me really happy 
to see everyone united.

- Madeleine MeJean 
ELON JUNIOR

IS
filled w ith  th is  k ind  of acceptance 
a n d  th a t  people  should  try  to 
a t tend  a p ride  parade  whenever 
they get a chance.

Sophomore R h ian n on  Clark 
said  she felt th e  parad e  m ade 
being  d if fe ren t feel acceptable, 
so m eth in g  people should  
co n stan tly  feel.

“It's g rea t  to see su p p o r t  from  
ch u rch es  and  paren ts ,"  Clark said. 
“I t’s good to see everyone being so  
open  an d  not sca red .”

Im pressed  with the  outcome, 
Clark casually  p o in ted  out the 
lack of p ro testers .  A few pro tes to rs  
s ilently  held s igns tha t  s tated, 
“Homo sex is s in .”

Sophomore Brittany Moore 
a t tended  the  p a rad e  w ith  a car 
full of fr iends.

“I th o u g h t  it was so m uch  fu n ,” 
Moore said. “Everyone w as happy  
and  we got to dance  with all the  
people  in  the  pa rad e .”

As th e  p a rad e  cam e to an  end, 
Sen. Ellie K inna ird  (D-Orange) 
gave a speech  ce lebra ting  the  
p ro g ress  of gay r ig h ts  in  the  
South. K inna ird  em p h as ized ,  
th a t  even th o u g h  the  p ro g ress  
has  been  s ignificant,  th e re  is 
always m ore  work to be done. 
She th a n k e d  the  c o m m u n ity  for 
show ing  its  su p p o r t  a n d  m a k in g  
the  event possible.

“Everyone sh ou ld  exper ien ce  
th e  love a n d  excitem ent,"  M ejean 
said.

Catholic leader visits Elon, blesses Newman Center
^stin Feeney

of h o u rs  of p la n n in g ,  coun tless  prayers 
(j collaboration of m a n y  cam e to a c limax last 
Catv, r  ^ " 'hen  Bishop Michael F. Burbidge of the 

olic Diocese of Raleigh v is i ted  Elon to celebrate 
t)less the  u n iv e rs i ty 's  new Catholic Newman

Cam°" in the  H olland  House on South
Catholic N ew m an  Center is the  sixth 

New ^'^PPorted by th e  Catholic Diocese of Raleigh. 
Car Centers a lready  ex is t  at D uke University, East

University, N orth  C aro l ina  State University, 
L  Hill and  UNC W ilm ington, 

a hi 'hi honor of Jo h n  H en ry  C ard ina l  Newman, 
and r X  ‘"f '^ iential 19 th -cen tu ry  British priest 

'• N ew m an C enters  a re  res idences and 
■ m inis try  cen te rs  at non-Catholic  universitiesCatholic

fraditf^^'^ " 'orld . The b le ss ing  cerem ony is a 
the facility  ̂ accom panies  th e  official in s ta l lm en t of

Presem'^ri*’ “̂ ®®ociate U niversity  C hapla in  Phil Smith 
ted the welcome. P res iden t Leo Lam bert gave

the in troduc t ion  a n d  reflection for the blessing. 
Burbidge offered the  official blessing of the  Diocese 
of Raleigh, and  The Rev. Gerry Waterman and  senior 
Jus t in  Sposato, p res iden t of Catholic Cam pus Ministry, 
reflected on the gra t i tude  of the  program.

The blessing m arked  the first tim e an Elon religious 
organization has received a house  of faith.

“This is the first of several houses  (at Elon) 
a ff irm ing  faiths,” Lambert said. “There's a reason 
why the Catholics are first and  tha t reason  is the  Rev. 
Gerry Waterman. He was the vis ionary who convinced 
us all.”

Waterman is the  Diocesan representative who has 
been serving Elon Catholic Cam pus M inistry for the 
last four years. He regularly  presides over Sunday 
night m asses as well as the Wednesday nigh t Catholic

mass. , . ,  ,
“I am an external shepherd  of the  Diocese, 

Waterman said. “Having Bishop Burbidge come to 
cam pus shows our universality  ... it connects  the 
Catholic com m unity  at large.” , .

At the blessing ceremony. Waterman th a nk ed  the 
many benefactors who made the  Catholic Newman 
Center a reality.

“T here’s a saying th a t  when it is in  your pow er to do 
good, do not hold back ... your  su p po r t  and  dedication  
have not gone u n n o ticed ,” he said.

Sposato echoed  W aterm an’s g ra titude .
“It’s a p re t ty  big th ing  to have th e  p res iden t of your 

un iversity  and  the  b ishop  of your Diocese at the  sam e 
event," Sposato said. “It’s a blessing to have tha t  k ind  
of su p po r t .”

Twenty-five pe rcen t of Elon s tu d en ts ,  roughly  
1,200-1,300 of th e  overall s tu d en t  body, a re  Catholic. 
Two h u n d re d  s tu d e n ts  regu larly  pa r t ic ipa te  in Mass 
and  40-50 a re  actively involved in Catholic C am pus 
Ministry p rog ram m in g , Sposato said.

The blessing  of the  Catholic Newm an Center opens  
a new chapter  for the  Catholic C am p us  M inistry  and  
its role on Elon’s cam pus.

We really do apprecia te  th is  a m a z in g  o p p o r tu n i ty  
we have, Sposato said. “We have a lot of p ro g ra m m in g  
in the  works. From Monday Night Football fellowship 
to sm all g ro u p  d iscuss ion ,  we have a lot in store .”

Catholic C am pu s  M in istry  invites all s tu d e n ts  to 
come and  visit th e  Catholic N ew m an Center.

As L am bert said  in h is  c losing rem arks ,  “th e  best 
p u rp o se  (of Holland House) is yet to come.”
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