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100 YEARS AND COUNTING
Local WWII vet recounts 
tales from years past
"  I was the guy who could always get around and 

was always by himself. I didn’t need anybody to 
go with me. I have always thought of myself as a 
loner.

- PAUL DAVIS 
100-YEAR-OLD WAR VETERAN 

  □

MELISSA KANSKY | P t\otographer
Paul Davis, w ho recently celebrated his 100th birthday, never believed he would live through his 
experiences in World W ar II. Now, he is sharing these unique stories.
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Celebrating a 100th b ir thd ay  is rare  
and  surv iv ing  w ar is an  achievement. 
But Paul Davis, a res ident of Elon's 
re t i rem en t  hom e Blakey Hall, has  
done both.

Davis, s i tt ing  in front of his 
h an d m ad e  g ra n d fa th e r  clock, recalled 
h is  days as chief m otor  m ach in is t  
mate d u r ing  World War II. Although 
he w itnessed  the  Battle of Normandy, 
a general d iscouraged  h im  from 
f ighting in  the  war.

“He said, 'You done had  all tha t  
t ra in ing ,”’ Davis said. “I was in the 
National Guard and  he was the  head 
of tha t  at tha t  time, so he said, ‘I’m 
going to  take you here  to  Coast Guard 
A dm ira l ,’ and  he gave me a chief rate 
right off the  bat.”

Davis’ du ties  as chief m achin is t  
m otoris t en tailed  opera t ing  the  engine 
room  on the  Navy boats.

“After (the w ar s tarted) I was 
always on a boat," Davis said. “1 was 
always in the  engine  room. Always by 
myself  dow n the re .”

Despite the  lack of com pan ionsh ip  
in the  engine room, the  loneliness did 
not trouble  Davis.

“1 was the  guy who could always get 
a ro u n d  and  was always by h im se lf ,” 
he said. “1 d id n ’t need anybody to go 
w ith  me. I have always tho ug h t  of 
myself  as a loner.”

His sense  of independence  
benefi t ted  h im  w hen faced with 
a s ink ing  ship  at the  Battle of 
Normandy. Even th ou gh  the  boat had 
been  p repared  to at tack  since 6 a.m. 
tha t  day, th e  tro op s  never launched 
the  p lan ned  raid.

“The g u n s  on the  shore were too 
m uch  for a li tt le sh ip  like tha t ,” Davis 
said. “(The enemy) blew holes in  the 
sh ip  an d  set it on fire.”

A lthough  Davis now speaks

knowledgably about th e  event, he 
said tha t  day was full of uncerta in ty . 
Alone in the  engine  room , Davis 
was u n su re  of th e  events occu rr in g  
above h im  un ti l  the  sk ipper  called to 
aband on  ship.

“I took my t im e  about ge t t ing  out 
of the re ,” Davis said. “1 w a sn ’t in  no 
h u r ry  ju m p in g  in the  water. No way.”

When Davis reached th e  deck, he 
could not see his sh ipmates .

“I don 't  know w here they went," he 
said. “1 h aven ’t seen  th e m  since."

Still, on the  s ink in g  ship, Davis 
had  li tt le choice but to  j u m p  off the  
boat. He rem em b ered  re trieving a life 
vest before en te r ing  th e  w ater and  
deba t ing  w hether  to sw im  away from 
the  shore or tow ard  land — th e  origin 
of the  shooting.

Ultimately he decided to sw im  
ashore.

“(In the  water) I tr ied  to help those  
sold iers  who co u ld n ’t help them selves 
get to  shore,” Davis said. “But every 
m a n ’s for them selves w hen a th ing  
like tha t  happens. You be t te r  believe 
that."

Once Davis reached land, he 
e s t im ated  he stayed th e re  un ti l  1 a.m. 
the  next morning.

“1 d id n ’t have no t im e  on me, no 
way," Davis said. “My watch was in my 
locker with every th ing  else 1 had. All 1 
had  on were a p a i r  of coveralls ."

The loss of his  persona l possess ions  
paled to the  loss of soldiers.

“1 don 't  know how m any of the 
enem y was killed, but I know it w as a 
lot of Americans," he said.

On tha t day, he did not im ag ine  he 
would celebrate his 100th birthday.

Although Davis doubted  he would 
even survive, he is not the  only 
re m n a n t  of tha t  battle  in Elon. Fifty- 
n ine  years  later, h is  lost watch was 
found  b u rn t  in his locker on the  boat 
an d  now h ang s  on a wall in h is  room  
at Blakey Hall.
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University's first communications 
science major to graduate in May
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It is tha t  time of year w hen  lists 
are being m ade and checked twice 

as m os t seniors 
are frantically 
ensur ing  their 
degree audits  
are in o rd e r  for 
graduation .

Yet in the 
m idst  of all the 
mayhem, senior 
Patrick Lane has 
been busy adding 
a second m ajor  to 
his degree

In addition  
to  com pleting 
a stra tegic
c o m m u n ic a t io n s  

major, Lane will g radua te  in May with a 
BA in com m unication  science. Though 
the  m a jo r  has been  available at Elon 
since 2008, Lane will be the  f irst Elon 
g rad ua te  to  receive th is  degree.

“I am really excited to  be the first 
com m unication  science m ajor  from 
Elon because  it feels g reat to  be a 
m inor  piece of h is to ry  at Elon,” Lane 
said.

Within the  com m unica tions  field 
the re  are four specialties; stra tegic  
com m unications, b roadcas t  new 
media, jou rn a l ism  and  com m unication  
science.

Lane said he felt the  com m unica tion  
science major  differed  from the  o the rs  
b ecause  it was n o t  solely focused on 
one type  of job, bu t  ra th e r  a imed at 
making  the  s tu d en t  a com m unica tions  
scholar.

S tuden ts  in the  m a jo r  learn 
the  theory  and  ph ilosophy  of 
com m unications ,  as well as 
m e th o d s  to  enhance  small group  
com m unications.

“It is really easy to  no t u n d e rs ta n d

the  d ifference between the  four 
specialt ies in co m m unica tions  if you 
a ren 't  in the  major, but I am hop ing  
tha t  people  will take in te res t  in this  
new specialty  m ajor  as it p ro g resses  
and get involved,” Lane said.

Lane said he ju s t  h ap p e n e d  to 
check the req u irem en ts  of th e  new 
com m unication  science m a jo r  and 
realized he only needed  to  take two 
m ore c lasses for the  degree.

“It ju s t  seem ed like a practical 
decision to  double  m a jo r  when I was 
so close,” Lane said. “Even if the re  
isn ’t a specific avenue to  take the  
major, I know tha t it will benefit me to 
u n d e rs ta n d  com m unica tion  and  how 
it w orks in w hatever jo b  I pu rsue .  It is 
how we survive as h u m a n s .”

The only d isadvan tage  Lane 
s tum bled  upo n  was tha t  one of the  
c lasses he needed  for the  m a jo r  was 
not available yet because  the  school 
was no t expecting anyone to  be ready 
to  take the  class with the  m a jo r  still 
being so new.

“It actually  tu rn ed  in to  a bit o f  an 
advantage  th ou gh ,” Lane said. “Instead 
I got to  do an in d ep en den t  research  
study, which I th ink  will be g reat  to 
have on my resu m e .”

Lane said the  su p p o r t  he received 
from the  university  was a huge benefit 
in com ple t ing  the  m ajor  because  he 
might no t have been  able to  get the 
sam e one-on-one a t ten t ion  if he had  
not been the  first s tu d e n t  to  p u rsu e  
the  degree.

C urren tly  Lane is open-m inded  
abou t  job  possib il it ies  af ter  
g radua t ion ,  bu t  said  his ideal career 
would be in the  m us ic  industry .

“I w ould  enjoy being involved with 
m arke ting  or advertis ing  because  they 
are very com peti tive  indus tr ies ,  and  
if I could  com bine  my love of m usic  
in the re  it would be perfec t ,” Lane 
said. “I th ink  I could  tru ly  learn  to  like 
any th ing  though."


