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LaRose, Former chair of the 
Board of Trustees dies at 65

Samantha King
News Editor

Former chair  of Elon’s Board of Trustees and 
ph ilan th rop is t Robert LaRose unexpectedly  died on 
Tuesday, Jan. H a t  the age of 65.

LaRose graduated from  Elon in  1966 and majored 
in  m athem atics and physics. He was employed by 
Newport News Shipbuilding and Drydock Company 
upon graduation  and  carved his  fu tu re  career paths  
from his in terest in com puter technology.

LaRose took the knowledge he acquired  from his 
first job  and  became a 
successful business
entrepreneur. He founded 
th ree  companies.

The firs t company 
he founded, Advanced 
Technology Inc., specialized 
in innovative decorative 
laminates, located on 
West Market Street in 
Greensboro, in 1976. He 
sold the company in 1988 
to Em hart Corp. for $140 
million, according to 
Washington Technology 
Web site, a government 
contracting  news Web site..

The second company 
he founded, Integic Corp., 

is a com pany focusing on federal health  care. Integic 
becam e a $180 million a year en terprise before he sold 
it to N orthrop G rum m an Corp. it for $300 million in 
2005.

Agilex was the last com pany he founded. It was
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Robert LaRose, former 
chair of the Board of 
Trustees and ‘66 alumnus 
of Elon. died earlier this 
month. LaRose was 
actively Involved in the Elon 
community.

founded ju s t  th ree  years ago and “will likely h it $100 
million in annual revenue in  2011," according to 
W ashington Technology.

Agilex’s m ission s ta tem ent said the company is “an 
employee-owned professional services firm  providing 
business and mission consulting, software and 
solution development and system integration service” 
dedicated to providing clients with m anagem ent 
consulting  and  inform ation technology employees.

LaRose left a lasting im pression on his companies 
and employees.

“As a visionary leader. Bob was a once-in-a- 
lifetime inspira tion  to all of us,” jay H. Nussbaum, 
chief operating  officer of Agilex Technologies, Inc. 
said in a p ress release. "He will be rem em bered  for 
his compassion, tenacity and for the opportunities 
he helped shape for all of us. He will be m issed 
trem endously  and  never forgotten."

LaRose was extremely interested in the 
transform ative power of innovation and technology, 
the press release from Agilex said.

In addition to his  business ventures, LaRose served 
on the Board of Trustees for various organizations 
in the com m unity  and inst itu tions such as James 
Madison University, the Arnold Palmer Hospital for 
Children & Women and Elon University.

“Bob had  a significant im pact on a num ber 
of com m unities,” said John Gall, Executive Vice 
President, Agilex Technologies. “In addition to his 
m any charitable activities, he was an  im portan t 
m entor to m any of the region’s technology, business 
and governm ent leaders. He helped to change the 
Washington region for the better.”

LaRose founded and  actively partic ipated  in the 
Fairfax County Education Foundation in May 1983 “as 
a way to combat s tuden ts ’ declining achievement in

local schools and lack of preparedness  to enter the 
burgeoning technology workforce” according to the 
mission statement on the Fairfax County Education 
Foundation Web site.

He also served on the Board of Trustees for a 
num ber of com m unity  organizations.

LaRose served more than  20 years on Elon’s Board 
of Trustees and held the position of Chair from 1997- 
99. In 1998, Elon granted  LaRose an  honorary  doctorate 
during  the com m encem ent ceremony.

LaRose and his wife, Gail, gifted Elon with $I 
million in honor of the ir  paren ts  for the Resources 
Center in Mooney Building. Elon nam ed the “LaRose 
Digital Theater” in recognition of a large donation 
from  LaRose and his wife.

LaRose resided in Clifton, Va., and was an active 
m em ber there.

Memorial services were held at Centreville 
Methodist Church in Centreville, Va. on Tuesday.

As a visionary leader, Bob 
was a once-in-a-lifetime 
leader to us all. He will be 
remembered for his tenacity, 
compassion and for the 
opportunities he helped 
shape for all of us.

- Jay H. Nussbaum 
Chief Operating Officer of Agilex 

Tecnhologies, Inc.

Royster Settles case 
out of court to protect 
student confidentiality

Samantha King
News Editor

Leigh-Anne Royster, co o rd in a to r  
for p e rso n a l  h e a l th  p ro g ra m s  and  
c o m m u n ity  well-being, se tt led  
a case ag a in s t  the  Town of Elon 
police d e p a r tm e n t  la s t  falL

Royster w as a r r e s te d  A pril 29, 
2009, for re s is t in g  a public  officer, 
s ince she r e fu se d  to  d isc lose  
in fo rm a tio n  reg a rd in g  a s tu d e n t ’s 
sexual assau lt .

R oyster’s w a r ra n t  w as is su ed  
on .April 28 and  she was a r re s te d  
on April 29 for re s is t in g  an  officer 
a n d  p laced  u n d e r  a $500 bond.

Her case w as d ism isse d  by Rob 
Johnson , A lam ance  C ounty  D is tr ic t 

A t t o r n e y ,  
Monday, May 
6, 2009 on 
g ro u n d s  of 
c o n f l i c t i n g  
in te res t .

“P ro secu tio n  
of th i s
ch a rg e  in
c r i m i n a l  
c o u r t  is  no t 
in  the  bes t  
in te re s ts  
ju s t ic e  
th i s  case ,” 
J o h n s o n  
sa id  In

Leigh-Anne Royster
Ebnls Coordinator for 
Persona) Health 
Programs and 
Community Well-Being

of
in

  -  an
in terv iew  la s t  sp ring .  “Rather, the  
s ta te  encou rages  the  p a r t ie s  to 
engage in  fu ll an d  cand id  d ia logue  
w ith  a view tow ard  rea ch in g  
a so lu tion  or u n d e r s ta n d in g  
des igned  to  p rev e n t any such  
f u tu re  conflicts."

R oyster p r im a r i ly  counc ils  
v ic t im s of sexual a s sa u l t  cases  and  
h ad  r e p o r te d  th e  a s sa u l t  in qu es tio n  
to C am pus Safety an d  Police. 
Royster d id  no t re lease  the  iden ti ty  
of the  v ic tim  because  u n iv e rs i ty  
p ro toco l involv ing  s tu d e n t  r ig h ts  
and  p ro tec tio n  p ro h ib i ts  th e  re lease  
of any  in fo rm a tio n  w ith  ou t p r io r

w ri t te n  consent.
C am pus Safety an d  police th e n  

r e p o r te d  th e  case to Town of Elon 
Police since the  in c id en t o cc u rre d  
off cam pus.

“The m a in  rea so n  th a t  I d id  
th a t  was because  I d id n ’t w an t the  
s tu d e n t  to  feel as i f  she or he  would 
have to sp eak  up  on my b eh a lf ,” 
Royster sa id . “The c o u r t  w ould  
have had  to su b p o e n a  the  s tu d e n t  
su rv ivo r  ag a in s t  the  police.”

Royster r e fu se d  to give clear 
de ta ils  as to the  exact a m o u n t  or 
su r ro u n d in g  c i rc u m s ta n c e s  of the  
ag re em e n t reached , b u t sa id , “I 
w ould  no t have a n y th in g  beyond  a 
s e t t le m e n t ,” Royster said. “I would 
n o t have p u r su e d  a civil su ite .” 

A ccording to  the  N orth  C aro lina  
C ourt System Web site, civil su ites  
a im ed  to p ro tec t  pr ivate  c i t iz en s  
a n d  u su a l ly  en c o m p a ss  divorce, 
ch ild  cu s to d y  an d  p e rso n a l  in ju ry  
c la im s  an d  u su a l ly  do no t re su l t  in  
som e of m ore  th a n  $10,000.

Had Royster se tt le d  the  case 
in  cour t,  th e  a m o u n t  of t im e to 
reach  a verd ic t  cou ld  have ta k en  
years, R oyster’s a t to rney  to ld  her. 
R oyster sa id  she d id  no t  w an t  the  
r e la t io n sh ip  b e tw e en  the  u n iv e rs i ty  
a n d  police to be  s t r a in e d  th a t  
long.

“It w ou ld  have m ade  m oving  on 
im poss ib le ,” Royster sa id . “I hope  
(the se t t lem en t)  will p rov ide  us  
the  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  b u ild  a b e t te r  
r e la t io n sh ip  an d  u n d e r s ta n d in g  
w ith  the  police.”

Royster sa id  the  m a in  rea so n  
she sough t an  ou t-of-court 
se t t le m e n t  w as to  resolve is sues  
w ith  p ro ce d u re s  be tw een  the  police 
and  the  co n fid e n t ia l i ty  issues  
m a n d a te d  by the  un iversi ty .

“The b igger issue is th a t  
s tu d e n ts  need  to feel sa fe ,” Royster 
said. “The law n ee d s  to  re sp e c t  
th e ir  r ig h ts  an d  wishes."

The Elon Police d e p a r tm e n t  
d ec lined  to com m en t com m en t 
p r io r  to  dead line .
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Sandy's Subs will no longer accept Phoenix Cash, since the university revoked the bar’s right. 
Sandy’s was the beta site for the Phoenix Cash program. The dissolution of the contract marks 
the end of a ten-year partnership.

Despite lack of evidence, 
Elon stands by decision
SANDY’S from page 1

feature for students."
Mullen said th a t  w hen  the  un ivers i ty  

looks at a b us iness  th a t  reques ts  
Pheonix Cash priv iledges it looks at it 
th ro u g h  th is  lens.

“If it is a s tra ig h t bar, and  th a t  is all 
it is, we feel it d o esn ’t fit the  m ission  
of Elon and  we w ould  no t pu t  Phoenix 
Cash in  a b us iness  like that," Mullen 
said. “The o th e r  th in g  we look at is 
the  varie ty  of bu s in ess .”

Mullen w ould  no t com m en t on 
Sandy’s violation of contract but 
sa id  the  con trac t covered th in g s  like 
alcohol policies, b us iness  p rac tices 
and  ethics.

There are  some s tu d e n ts  who 
are u n h ap p y  w ith  the  decision  and  
have s ta r ted  a petition , “University 
S tudents  Petition to R e tu rn  Phoenix 
Cash to Sandy’s,” on Facebook.

C hris  Carm ichael, 21, sa id  he goes 
to Sandy’s to use  its “m ake your own 
six pack” and  is u n h a p p y  w ith  the 
decision.

“It is tak in g  away from  local

bu s in ess ,” C arm ichael said. “I feel 
like the re  is a lot of pre jud ice  with 
Sandy’s.”

According to Elon Police 
D epartm en t records, th e re  have 
n o t been  any alcohol v io lations or 
ci ta t ions issued  to Sandy’s. While the  
Alcohol Law Enforcem ent agency was 
contac ted  m any  tim es  abou t c i tations 
issu ed  at Sandy’s they  did not respond  
by deadline .

“It is the  k ids  who are going to 
suffer,” S a ldanha  said. “It is u n fa i r  
to the  s tu d e n ts ,  and  u n fa ir  they  did 
not give us  a heads up. We have 15 
cam eras, if they had  come to us  and 
asked, ‘d id  th is  hap p en ,’ I could  have 
defended  myself .”

Sandy’s was the  f irs t off-cam pus 
location  w here Phoenix Cash was 
in troduced .

“Sandy’s was the  f irs t  site,” Mullen 
said. “It was ou r  beta site w hich makes 
th is  m ore  d ifficult .  And I know Greg, 
he is a g rea t  guy. Which, again, m akes 
th is  m ore d ifficu lt .”


