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pinions
Consequences of a fatal fallacy

Death. We all know i t ’s 
com ing at some point In 
our lifetimes, but what 
Is really going to happen  
to us when the  Inevitable 
takes place? Will Death, 
as cold and  scary  as 
we have made h im  out 
to be, lead us w ith  his  
sh iny knife th rough  the  
golden gates of blissfu l 
paradise?

What Is eternal  
happiness? A place 
where, if you have been 
good th ro u g h o u t  your 

existence, the  big guy will open a place for you in 
h is  hum ble abode. Or maybe Death will take u s  to 
a m ore  Dantesque place — a se lf-procla imed hell 
led by an  angry, red m a n  who spends  h is  days 
chas tis ing  the  sou ls  th a t  may have enjoyed life a 
bit too much.

But what If none of th is  happens?  What if 
dea th  is not the  beg inn ing  of som ething,  bu t  the 
p e rm a n e n t  conclusion of body and  spir it ,  m ind  and 
soul?

To the  m ajority  of people th is  is a ludicrous
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choice, but for me, th i s  is it. This is my reality  
— you die, you’re gone. That 's  it. Some find my 
p red ic tion  depress ing  and  w arn  me th a t  I will be 
a lost soul,  t rapped  in an  e ternal  limbo between 
heaven and  hell, if I d o n ’t go s tra igh t into  the  red 
m a n ’s hot clutches in the  f irs t  place.

But th i s  d o esn ’t worry or bo the r  me at all. 1 see 
th i s  th rea t  as an  o p p o r tu n i ty  and  feel f la t tered  by 
the  fact tha t  so m any people care enough about 
my fu tu re  to take the  t im e to w arn  me about my 
sacrilegious choices.

What about those  people tha t  have encountered  
a near-dea th  experience? Isn’t tha t  sufficient proof 
of ano th e r  life? These ques t ions  aren 't  valid. No 
h u m a n  has  ever ac tua lly  met the  big guy ups ta irs  
or the  angry  one dow nsta irs ,  shaken  the ir  hands ,  
walked th ro u g h  the ir  e ternal  gates of heaven and 
hell and  re tu rn e d  to en l igh ten  the  rest  of us  on 
the  subject.  Even if  the re  was such  a person,  how 
could we prove tha t  what h ap p e n ed  was real and  
not f ict it ious? If th e re  Is no proof, then  these  
two guys are  ju s t  a theory, and they can never be 
proven  r ight or wrong.

Call me fa i th less ,  but 1 rely on science as my 
t ru th .  A fter  all, we do owe h u m a n i ty ’s p rogress  to 
science. Without it, we would  be no th ing .  Maybe 
all th o se  people who seem  to have exper ienced

f loat ing  above a room  or a f lash ing  white light 
ju s t  w ant to  meet the  big guy so badly tha t  the ir  
sou ls  are p rov id ing  them  with a l i ttle ta s te  of 
th e ir  dea th  wish before e te rna l  d a rk n e ss  comes 
upon  them . Or maybe i t ’s ju s t  the  drugs.

Why do I see my a theis t  th o u g h ts  on dea th  
as an  o p p o r tu n i ty ?  Simple. 1 am living for 
today — not the  fu tu re ,  but now. 1 hate  to th in k  
of o u r  p resen t  lives as ins ign if ican t ,  a ty p e  of 
p repara t ion  for the fu ture ,  living my life like I’m 
walking on eggshells, m aking  su re  not to upset the 
m an  in the sky.

So, 1 say ‘ca rpe  d iem .’ Seize the  day, and  make 
every day of your life be t te r  th a n  the  one you lived 
before. Appreciate the  small things: the  su n ’s light 
kiss on your skin, your family and friends, the 
feel of a gentle b reeze or maybe ju s t  the  fact tha t 
you are  alive in the  first place. Stop hoping for 
som eth ing  be t te r  in the future ,  because all good 
th ings  come to an  end. Don’t be scared of what lies 
ahead  — i t ’s inevitable.

Whatever you do, d o n ’t live your life try ing  to 
please someone or try ing  to gain acceptance for 
some litt le  piece of heaven. Just  do your thing, be 
yourse lf  and, most im portantly ,  live for yourself . 
This is what life is about, and  I th in k  most of us, 
inc lud ing  the  big guy above, agree.

BY THE NUMBERS
M  percent of near death experiences are considered wonderful.

17.3 percent of individuals described mixed reactions to their near death exp>eriences.

8*6 percent of near death experiences are considered frightening.

53 percent of individuals who had near death experiences are female, 403 percent are male.
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To the  Editor,

For years, news of the 
deplorable conditions in  Darfur  
was inescapable. Stories of sexual 
violence aga inst women, the  m urder  
of civilians and  the  im prisonm ent  
of any who dared  to oppose the  
governm ent were widely publicized 
in the  m edia and discussed  by 
those  who were touched by the 
heart-wrenching stories of victims 
of the  genocide In Darfur. The 
initial f renzy  evoked by word of the 
crisis in Africa is slowly becom ing 
nonexistent.  Images of sta rv ing  
ch i ld ren  rarely  f lash  across  the 
television screen and  updates  on the 
state of rela tions between Darfur  
and  Sudan are  in frequen t  at most.

Unfortunately, the  decrease 
in a t ten t ion  given to the  crisis 
in  D arfu r  is not correla ted  to a 
decrease in  the  problem s tha t 
continue to plague th is  region of 
Africa. A recent report  from the 
U.N. panel of expe r ts  reveals li tt le  
p rogress  has  been  m ade in  the  
war-torn region of Africa where 
violence and m urd e r  continues to 
th rea te n  innocen t civilians. The 
U.N. panel rep o r ts  tha t  the  Sudanese 
government continues to te rro r ize  
inhab i tan ts  of D arfu r  who are 
a lready suffering from the  lingering 
effects of Sudanese President *

Bashir’s ban  on non-governmental 
relief  o rgan iza t ions  last spring.

D uring the  t im e spent in Africa, 
the  U.N. panel also reported  
inform ation  gathered from D ar fu r ’s 
female population.  Of h u n d red s  
of women interviewed by the  
panel, every woman sta ted  tha t 
she could relate to some form of 
sexual violence from the Sudanese. 
Many nam ed  sexual violence as 
their  greatest fear. In 2004, two 
young girls  were raped outside of a 
d isplacem ent site while a t tem pting  
to gather  firewood. These young 
girls  were also interviewed by the 
U.N. panel, which believes sexual 
crimes against women continue to 
be prevalent,  especially in s ituations 
tha t  requ ire  women to travel or leave 
a site of displacement.

After the  announcem ent  of the 
recent w arran t  for Bashir’s arrest,  
more violations of the  International 
H um an i ta r ian  and  Hum an Rights 
Law began  to surface. Reports 
appeared  of the  persecution and 
to r tu re  of any who had  opposed 
the  Sudanese government. The 
panel conducted  interviews with 
34 indiv iduals  who claim to have 
been im prisoned  unfairly  by the 
Sudanese. According to these 
individuals,  they were th row n  in 
jail for indefin ite  per iods  of time 
without p roper  trai l  or sentencing.

Indepth  interviews with these 
individuals  led the  m e m b er ’s of 
the panel to believe tha t  while 
incarcerated, the  pr isoners  were 
all to r tu red  or physically abused  in 
some way.

Obama has sta ted his cu rren t  
plan to pu t  an  end to the  violence 
and  denial of civil r ights in the 
region of Darfur. He p lans to urge 
powerful nat ions to work together 
in  an unofficial coalit ion to 
p re ssu re  the  Sudanese government 
to end vic t im iza tion  of the  Darfur  
population.  Many though t it implicit  
tha t  Obama would a t tem pt to 
pe rsuade  China to jo in  us  in th is  
unofficial coalit ion dur ing  his 
recent tr ip  there. In spite of the 
urg ing  of 44 m em bers  of congress 
and advocates of end ing  the  violence 
in Darfur,  Obama m ade the  highly 
controversial decision not to raise 
the  issue publicly. The decision has 
many fearing tha t  O bam a is not 
tak ing  the  conditions in Darfur  
seriously and  w orrying tha t  the 
Sudanese governm ent will feel no 
p ressu re  to change its ways.

As Americans, we are incredibly 
fo rtuna te  to live in a democratic  
nation  that values f reedom  and 
hu m a n  rights.  It can be easily 
forgotten that those  com m it t ing  
crimes do so without ever facing any 
charges or consequences.  Starvation

and illness constantly  th rea ten  the 
popula tion  and  the ir  cr ippling effect 
on the  people of Darfur  has  only 
increased since the  recently lifted 
ban  of non-governmental relief 
o rganiza t ions  in the area. H um ans 
are  th row n  in ja il  w ithout any 
explanation  or knowledge of how 
long they will be incarcera ted  for.

There are  m any ways to become 
involved in the  mission to end 
violence in  Darfur. One of the 
easiest ways is to sign on to the 
“Save D ar fu r” Web site and sign 
up  for their  e-mail list. Doing th is  
will al low you to receive updates  
on the  s ituation  and  keep you 
inform ed of relevant pet i t ions  and 
events that you may be in terested  in 
par t ic ipa ting  in to raise awareness 
and  aid relief efforts.

The cu rren t  situation  in Darfur  
is absolutely tragic and needs the 
a t ten t ion  of those  who have the 
power to change it. It can take 
less th a n  one m inu te  to sign on to 
the  Web site and subm it  an e-mail 
address  so tha t  one can receive 
updates  on how one can contribute  
to a change tha t  m ust  be made 
to put an  end to the  violence and 
cons tan t  fear suffered  by the 
inhab itan ts  of Darfur.
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